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transmit herewith the September
rrNo Way to Pick and Judge- and rny

27t.tr New york
Ietter to the



nl rv- 9/27 /?{

\o WuytopickaJudge
'l ralk about cozv' As a member of the New York to the beneh.l1qll of a targer ponilcar deal. Thrs .

state Assernblv' Georgg 
l$Jtil'-rpl"r"r.o r ulii "itJli"#a the way for Broiri Borough presrdentthls summer creating a Lgw .tatu dupr"-e. couri ;.;ilil; rerrer.lt'inri"ii"li, own hand_pickedjudgeship In the Bro-nx. w""rir[-""JJ"#i rr"ilJ ;;iliilil, Assembrym"n'noueito Ramrrez, as rhe

chairman of the regular groni-BJrl"i""ii" p".tv ffi;;i; charrmai, .u."u"arig Mr. Frredman.or'ganization, Mr. Frtedman hetped o."rr"rir"t".ir,6 
..-.. 

fi;:.rrr1,e{n1an,ffi-,;illiita[y, convententtvpartv's Judlclal conventlon'-whfih t"ii;;x-!-;g r"pt'iii, luorcrat.amurtroni rn-cireck unt' after hts
nolnlnate candidates tor ttrat new'i"ilurrrlp "no nahew"',"t.""ov""it"'u"rjorio,re-erectiontothetwo others at stake In the Broniit'iJir""""ruu.. 

- 
ii.ii'tiiv. me..t]inrng ,nJ.n, in"t party insrders - .' Now' guess who is gotne toul'rl,iigur r'r"* ;;;;;ffi{-wtnow-getto"rrooruhrsrepracemenlother rhan Mr. Friedm?".-"r'r,u".oiJJi'fiIn, .on- m ertlct lnoosing the_next assembtyman.tro'ed by party leaders, "rr*" r,i,''ioi'o* bf .,fr" 
- , -.Lil; 

R"presentatlve iore i"rr"no, who wagedthree coveted ooenlngs, vlrtuallt;;;".i"i"rri" "ruc- 
1 r"irig |1c_" to. trr" p"rtv 

-in",r,,'unrhrp, 
Mr.

tiQn in the overwhe"{:*-tl D#";ffiil'fliougt.. rerrerini M.r. Ramrre, io*ir"og" to democratize
' In terms of exoerience' temperam""i;;t911t: 

if i,iril"o introJuce- uiiJ.ii'r"r"enrng processical independence' thgTe.';G[;';;tt"tl u.tt., tr,"t'*o,iro,.pres-umabry, ptace a higher varue on
choices for the staie's rr.igrresiiriar'lir.iin"n rrr". il;;i;;'il"dgeships, wrrictr are roo orten treatedFriedman. As is often.tnE ."i" uia; il; ydk'; 

6ffiH {,a.3c1rut9s.ror fariy,royarists. Too bad
system of judiciar erections, t o*euu.,'r,isls"unston ,rrui iia* noi think of that sooner.
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October 5, L994

Ictter to the Editor
The New york Times
229 West  43rd Street
New York, New york 10036

Dear Editor:

There is  an impor tant ,  but  scarcery recognized,

connection between the Tinesr september 27th editoriar rrNo way to
Pick a Judgetr and its septenber 17th editorial ,New yorkIs

Itystery Generalfr. l{hat the september 27t:n editorial describes is
a reprehensible and cynicar horse-trade in Judgeships. However,

in 1990 and 199r. when a sinirarly noxious nanipuration of
judgeships hlas challenged in the Election Law ease of castracan
v .  c o r a v i t a ,  j u d g e s  o f  o u r  s t a t e  c o u r t s - - t h e m s e r v e s

beneficiaries of Judge-trading deals--durnped that case by
disregarding the law and farsifying the factuar record. They
then used their judiciar off ice to go after the rawyer who, pro

bono, had brought such precedent-sett ing charrenge to judge_

trading. That rawyer, Doris L. sassower, was suspended by the
Appellate Division, second Department in an order stating no
reasons, naking no f indings, and not preceded by any hearing.



The Appellate Division knew such order was unrawful at
the time it was issued. yet, in the more than three years that
have since erapsed, it has, without reasons, refused to vaeate
such findingress suspension order and refused to direct an
innediate hearing as to the basis of that suspension.

This brings us to your septernber 17th edltorial which
asks about the function of the New York state Attorney ceneral.
I{hen Ms' sassower thereafter sued the Appellate Division, second
Department for retaliating against her by a fraudurent suspension
of her rieense, it was the Attorney General, our staters highest
law officer, who defended the judges. And how did the Attorney
Generar defend his judic iar  cr ients in sassower v.  Hon. Guy
Mancrano, et aI .  ? By disregarding unequ!.vocal law and rules
regarding judicial disqualif ication and arguing, without any
regal authority, that his judlcial clients srere not disqualif ied
from deciding their own case. And who did the Attorney ceneral
arqtue this to? None other than to his own judicial crients, the
Appellate Division, second Department, who rrere only too happy
not to alrow arlegations that they had engaged in criminal
conduct to be decided by an independent and inpartJ.ar tribunal__
as the law required.

Last week, the New york state court of Appears denied
the Appelrate Div is ion,  second Departmentrs serf-
d ism issa l  o f

review of

interested

rnuch as it had, three years earlier, denied review of castracan



v- colavita. rt  did so in both cases by falsely ruring that

there was rrno substantiar constitut ionar questionrr.

And sor with the blessings of our staters highest

court and our staters highest Iaw off icer, judgeships wil l
continue to be traded--and few lawyers wir l  be wilr ing to
challenge the 'business as usualrr pol i t icking in judgeships, when
to do so means putt ing their l icenses and l iverihoods on the
l i n e .

€Qaa 4G.Srss6]U\f
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountabil ity

lrhe center for Judiciar Accountabil ity is a non-partisan citLzensr group working i" irpr"ve the qualityof  the judic iary.


