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By prlorlty lrail

August  2L,  199G

Professor Sheldon Goldman
Department of pol i t ical Science
University of Massachusetts
Amherst, Massachusetts Ol_O03

Dear professor Goldrnan:, i

Fo l lowing-up ouf  reeent  te lephone
Judic ia l  Accountabi l i ty  is  p f " .="a
source mater ia ls  re la t ing io  th ;
process.

Box 69, Gedney Station

White Plains, New york 10605

conversation, the Center for
to  prov ide you wi th  pr imarv
federa l  jud ic ia l  sef"c t iE i

These materials doeument "yT with
!h" -t:9erar judiciar nomination-ana-ilnlrrmaEron process: under aRepubrican President and Democratic senate and unie. i-o.*Jli i . ir"President and a Republican senate. They dispositivery show thederel ict ion-- indeed, the misconduct--or thbse in readershipposi t ions,  who have knowingry ana aer iberately fa i red to protectthe pubric from dernonstrably unfit teaerar judiciar norninees andjudges.  

,

Arthough your_ response to m_y summary of our experience with theAmerican Bar Associat ion and other 6ar associat ions,  the Just iceDepartment, the senate Judiciqry conmittee and senate readership,and the pressr.wds that ' 'you did not rer i -eve' ; : " - ; ; "=piraciesr,  rwas glad that. you were wil l ing to be 'ropen-mindedii, to reviewthese source materials, and t"o ttr"- t" your own concr-usions.Honest conclusions, which address empir icai  "" i -a l""" ,  are.  arr  wea s k .

Provided for  your-  rev iew are: .  (1)  our  June zg,  r .996 ret ter  tosenate Judiciary cornmittee chairman Hatcn. Exhibit 'F' to thatle t ter  is  our_May 27,  Lss6 ret ter  to  cnai r rnan i ; t ; ;  rerat ive tothe senate Judic iary  conni t - t .9 ,1 May-z is t  hear ing on the rore ofthe ABA in  the seret t ion or .  federa i  i r rag"r .  Ar l  the encrosuresto that retter are transrnitted trerewitn: ._ They incrude 2 (2) ourLe9z  c r i t i que  and  - compend iun  o f  " "n iU i l= ;  
- ( ; i '  

ou r  t h reecorrespondence compendia re'r,at ing thereto,. and (4) our Letter tothe Edi tor  about ,  the ABA's def ic ient  scre-ening, 'p , ru i ished in  The

f f i o n J u } y L 7 , L 9 g 2 u n a e r t h e t i i r ! . . U n t r u s t " o ' f f i
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After you have revlewed the .encrosed, lre look forward to hearingfrom you and to. discussing yitt v"";;"; concrusions. we berieveyou wil l have_ -to dramati6alry_I;yi":r-lo,r, view--as described int h e A u g u s t 1 . 9 9 6 i s s u e o @ - - t h a t , , a n y s u g g e s t i o n
that the ABA committee is aoEffii'tg but 'caitlng it as itsees it ' t= 

.: ?::"11 
" 

-. 
(p ' LL21. A copv of the ua-qournefarticre, focusing on trre May 

'zr=t 
senatb Judiciary comrnitteehear ing, is encloled.

shourd you wish to see additionat primary source rnatbrials-_
331!igur.a5tv as they retaTEE-Te 

-sro=" 
derelicrions of rhepressr (whose co-verage you asked aboutj --;" 
-;;; i i" i" 

more thanwilrlng to provlde thLrn to you. such aa'aittbnii-."tJriars are noLess extraordinary and distirrUing.

we hope that our breathtal. i lg ' 'ro bgno cit izen contribution__af fording you a unique , 'bird G-;F ff i?,' ;f h"" Jfsrunctionar,corrupted, and utterly contemptuou-s of the pubric t[; process is_-wi l1 be prominentry-discussld in yo";  fu lure stuaies.  r f  so,you are free to keep the encLosed v6rurnino";;J";]; i=. rf not,hre ask that you return thern to us. They .are costry to reproduceand assembre, and we wourd wish to ^;l; then avaiiaure to otherscholars.

1 The resurt  of  the pressrs wir fu l  cover-up of  our Lgg2cr i t ique was ref l -ected in your bel iefEat elect ion-year por i t icswas the reason Andrew orRourke was not confirmed to'th" districtcourt judgeship to which he was nominatea by president Bush.Even cursory exarnination 9f 9ur crit ique shouid r.eave no doubt,but' that the senate Judiciary a;;; ittee--which 
--was 

hordinqhearings on othe-r judiciar norninles--.o"ra not possibly have helda conf irmation hearing on Mr. o I Rourke I s ,,orir,. i ior. This isquite apart frorn the statement on th; very first page of ourcr i t igue as to:

' . . .our intent ion .  to appear at  the publ icconf irmation hearr.ngs t; be held on Mr.orRourkers noninat ion so that we can opposei t  wi th ' ive test inony. r ,  ip.  
-  

, ,  emphasis inthe or ig inal)  
-

That four years.-rater,  at- the conf i rmat ion hear ing for Just iceLawrence Kahn, the senate .rudig.iaiy 
-c-"tn'^itt". 

coula- not rj-sk ourtestifvins, may be seen from -ir! 
-aespilu;i;-riJiiJ.i*".,. 

of uSrdetai led in our uncgntroverted ,rune-fe,  L996 ret ter  to chairmanHatch'  (Your quest ion to me as to whether we rraa-test i f ied inopposi t ion to Just ice Kahn seemed to s igni fy your fur ther ber iefthat the senate Judiciary cornnittee wourd grant appropriaterequests to test i fy--as ours plainly was. )
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We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours for  a qual i ty judic iary,

Enclosures:
(a) CJA brochure
(b) 6/2s/96 ltr to Chairman Hatch
(c) L992 critigue and conpendiurn
(d) 3 correspondence conpendia
(e) rrUntrustworthy Ratings", NyT,
( f )  8 /96  ABA Journa l r  pp .  1OB-L14

ELENA RUTH SASSOVTER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountabil i ty, Inc.

€4.nst€^GQsls,ca\,a
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