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Letters

To sion that sach “political® with charges of political cromyism.

For the second time this yoar a su-  somehow detracts from the process Purthermore, the interviewing
perb. ‘been nominated to mixes apples with aranges. cess was deliberately

& vacancy on the New York State 1 believe that this time the commis- tial in arder to assare that each appli-
Court of Appeais. And yet, despite the sion took grest pains to correct its cant’s professional situation wouid
sbvicus qualifications of the peopie eariier failure to submit a diverse so- Det be compromised in asy way. The
whose semes were submitted to the lection of candidetes, as demon- ssurance that each person’s inter.
Governor for considerstion, each strated by the fact that two distin- view will be hapdied canfidentially is
time the selection process generated guished women were among the essential to encouraging the maxi.
considerable controversy. pominees. The one gar- of appl;

In the first instance the criticism nnapsm.-pamn To aer either of these two parts of
was well-deserved. The Commission composition of the court is the ab- the process will oaly serve to under-
eu Judicial Nominations failed in its sence of & qualified member of our mine the fandamental goal of select-
mandate to reach out o the broadest minority commmmnities, and I trust ing fudges solely according to merit,
wmﬁmw that when the mext vacancy occurs Mlbmumm

community and tailed to broak the commission and the Governor release the used for evalu-
new ground by opening the court to will make it possible for a minority ation and the statistical data pertain-

represencation by women and minor-  candidate o be appainted. ng o the applicants.
ties. The perpetuation of the state’s The criticisms that have surfaced experience with merit selec-
highest tribunal as the exclusive do-  about the baveprompted sug-  tlen bes carried ue throogh two g3
mein of the white gesticas the Hmit on the momber bernatorial administrations, result-
the stature of the court. of names submitied ing in the appointment of four su-

In the uproar that I be either increased or eliminated perior judges and the of a

Jenrned e mimrmprt e lems, the gystem has proves o be
Jesson that, in addition to for erations sogges- s 18-
e . tomaarewrwioe, silient enough to cerrect and improve
be seasitive to the composition of During the last session, the Legisla- tapon itseif. 1 see no reason to tinker
the. ‘endeavoring to seiect candi- ture did incresse the farther with a process which demon-
'Who reflect the diversity of the Dber of nominees from five to seven, to strably Is fuifilling its mandate to se-
population of the state. the Governor greater latitude in lect the mast taleated people for our

In the second Instance, & is impar- selection. It is important state’s highest court.
tant to noto thet the CORTOYersy to remenber, however, thet & Mcsita- MANFRED OHRENSTEIN
ot revolve the selection pro- tion ea the number of nominees was Leader
cess. On the contrary, the the process in order New York State Senate
“me"n“ﬂ.mq‘, to protect it from being tainted Aug. 4, 1963
emor a broadly
dates, which resulted in the selectien
of the first woman to sit on the Court
of Appeals. This time the cantroversy
centered on the post-nomination ac-
tivities of the many organizations
which have an interest in
high judictal standards. The impres-
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