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Jai led

The U.S. Attorney's of f ice recommended no ja i l  t ime. D.C. 's Pretr ia l

Services Agency cal l -ed for  community service.  But l -ast  week, D.C. Super ior
Court  Judge Br ian Holeman sent El-ena Sassower to pr ison for s ix months --
the maximum penal ty for  d isrupt ing congress.  Sassower,  a judic ia l -  ethics
advocate who was arrested last  year af ter  request ing to test i fy at  a Senate
Judic iary Commit tee hear ing,  has f i led an emergency appeal  request ing a stay
of her sentence. The June 28 sentencing surpr ised many in the courtroom.
Holeman, one of  the courtrs newest judges, ordered that Sassower be taken
into custody immediately.  Mark Goldstone, Sassowerrs at torney adviser and a
veteran protest  lawyer,  cal- l -s the sentence unfair .  Ho. l -eman in i t ia l ly
sentenced Sassower Eo 92 days and suspended that term, placing her on two
years 'probat ion- But as Hol-eman t icked of f  a J-ong l is t  of  probat ion
requirements,  incJ-uding staying awalr  f rom al f  federal  bui ld ings on Capitof
Hi l - l -  and cutt ing.  of f  near ly al l  communicat ion wi th var ious senators and

staf fers,  Sassower became vis ib ly agi tated. Sassower rejected'probat ion
after Holeman said she would f rave to wr i te l -et ters of  apology to certain

senators and a federal  judge, whose nominat ion Sassower opposed'
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