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cause the court is fund.ed throug! afl anr)u.?-l apprqpuakorl
from Coir45ress. She tried-gnd failod.--to have :thgltrial
nrored anrl the judge replaced. "He had to get a grrilf ,ver-
ttict," she sairl oi Hbleman. t r.,;:lr.,i 1

Elena .Snssowe r fr-rurrd out yes terdfly that disruptipg $puil
doeen't dg you much grrod when you're trying.ta-begb,a
charge that you disrupted Congtess. ,r.J f; igi.J .

After watching her interrupt, disobey and generally.tpfuti.
ate Judge Brian Holeman over the course of a week-lor1gtrial,
e D.C. Supetior Court jury took orrly a couple of how*il96tsr-
day to convict Sassower of disrupting a Senate ludiaiary
Llommittee heariug last spring. She facbs up to slt n\oiith5 jn
jail whm she is sentenced June 1: , j..*rtt. J

Sassower'i.s a founder of a Nerv York 6loup that.b,9$tves
that ordinary citizeas .should have a gleater say in thbisdlet.
tiou o{ {ederal judges, and she had wanted to testifu agninqt a
nomibee {or a seat on the U.S" Court ol Appeds for,thpp4d
Circqit. Such testimony ir typicall.:r not permitted,;a,$d,,$e,F'
scwer had been wanred that she vftruld face arrest il,:sh,,eidis-
rupted the Senate hearing. Undeterred, she tried torspeek

' anyrvay and Was taken into cwtody by U.S: Capitol Pelleelt
Last week, nearly a year after the episode, she ttrentl0n

trial, serving is her own attorney. The case-jacket,,at,thtqR?$
fwo phone books and epilling into a eecond volume, Vqe,fiUsd
witl: one defense motion aJter anotfier, It was a hint.o$rWhat
vrss to come in a misdemeanor trial that would end uo:ldS\irrg
as long e.q mdnlr a more complicated and more senoug.f6lq4y
Ca$e. .  '111;[ : : . /

SassowFr 47, did hrrt tske the verdict quietb, voicing,htr
disagtoernerrt as she wap being told when to returqfor seir:
tencing. .rr:.r: l, j

.H,rleman, who at one groint in the trial had Sassowqr,lqckdd
."dp briefly lbr repeatedly disregarding his inshruction:xflqde

it clear that he wouJd do it a6tain .,. ,:'i'r;
"You wil]. not disrupt my collrtro.)ft agajn," he said.,r.tKgep

your tniruth $hut. altd leave.'i ,.'1ir,{ l.i ,
i Sassower quieted down-until she q.a.s.outside th-etg,1uqt-
roon, where she,launched into a tirade about the cqnduct frf
the judge and the government end an alleged crrnspiracy be
*f'illffT 

ooutically explosive c'dse," ehe e*"lgim"itr,;i;A
point ing, ,1,Ji; . l . r .

She said the matter did not belorrS in Superior Cou1t.be

Sassower at:cused the jrrdde ol d.erailing her case.,ealline
hru r:ondttc.l: 'indefensible." Ftustlated by [he s]orv paee,lthi
judg.e frerltently told Sassower to make her point drgip*tbe
ttial ard.litlited her opening statement to the jqry, i, i,,r, ,

A court Sprlke&woman said Hoieman had tro comnuetlt on
the cta.se bet:auee it remains pending,


