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GEORGE SASSOWER
16 LAKE STREET

WHITE PLAINS, N. Y. T0603

914-949-2169

January 25, 1989

Grievance Committee: First Judicial Dept.
41 Madison Avenue,
New york, New York 1OO1O (Certified Mail)

Re: Charles Brieant, Esg.
c/o Presiding Justice Francis T. Murphy
Appellate Division, First Departrnent
25th Street & Madison Avenue,
New York, New York l-0010

Gentlemen:

1a. On January g, 1989 , I mailed to Michael A.
Gentile, EsQ[., a disciplinary complaint with respect to the
above, which to date, has not, been acknowl-edged.

b. I would appreciate acknowledgement of suchr letter
by return mail.

c. Such acknowledgment should have, in my opinion,
stated that you were aware of the situation from the published
article in Wewsday on November 25, l-988, and noted the additional
information, not published in the media, but which rrras contained
in my correspondence.

2a. I wish to again emphasize that Presiding Justice
FRANCIS T. MURPHY is the core state jurist invotved in the
larceny and pJ-undering of the judicial trust assets of Puccini
Ctothes, Ltd:, the associated criminal extortion, and related
unlawful activities.

b. The most effective co-conspiring jurist in the
United States District Court for the Southern District of New

York, in this criminal adventurer ls Chief Judge CHARLES L'
BRIEANT.
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e. Think of it, in this bicentennial year of the
stormj-ng of the Bastil-1e, a place immortalized by Cardinal
Richelieu with his trial-ess incarcerations!

on July 14, 1-789 there were only seven (7)
prisoners incarcerated at the Basti1le, and I have been
lncarcerated seven (7) times by virtue of trialess convictions!

f. But I am not alone!

6a. Mr. Hyman Raffe Under these same trialess
scenarios has also been twice convicted, but for the payrnent of
monies and other considerations totalling millions of dollars for
the private benef it of the ttMurphy croniestr, he has not spent any
time in jaiI.

b. In addition to such extortion payments by Mr'
Raf fe to the trMurphy croniesrr, Raf fe was compelled to agree to
execute gTeneral releases to the judges of the state Supreme Court
in New york County, and the federal judges of the Southern and
Eastern District oi New York, as well as other judicial officers.

7a. Sam Polur, EsQ., was also convicted and
incarcerated under a trialess scenario, but when your
organization commenced disciplinary proceedings against him based
upon such manifestly unconstj-tutj-ona1 conviction, he fled the
scene.

b.
or have any
as a result
A.D.2d 52,
controvert
witnesses,

I refused to surrender, succumb, be silent about,
part of corrupt judicial conduct, and was disbarred
thereof (Grievance Committee v. Geo. Sassower, L25
5L2 N. Y. S. 2d 2O3) t when I was not permj-tted to

such manifestly unconstitutionat convictions, subpoena
or enjoy any other basic triaL constitutional right.

ga. Needless to sdy, had I, Raffe, oI Polur ever been
afforded a trial, there was no possible way that we could have
been convicted of anYthing.

b. Needless to say a1so, had Raffe or Polur had
federal habeas corpus relief available to them in the forum
controll-ed by Chief Judge Charles L. Brieant, they would not have
succumbed, paid millions in extortion, or had disciplinary
proceedings instituted by your committee.
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c. When it became evident that the federal
judiciary, including that branch over which Chief Judge Brieant
fras jurisdiction, was going to cooperate in this ltMurphy
criminal adventurerr, neither Raffe or Po1ur saw any viable
alternative but to subrnit to the aforementioned extortion.

g. Although the amounts involved are not of ethical
significance, they do amount in the Puccini matter alone to more
thin the total amount complained about in the article of the
Daily News on December 29, l-988, and the New York Times on JuIy
26, 1977 -- combined!

l-0a. Notwithstanding the above, I desire that Judge
Murphyts executive secretary, Charles Brieant, EsQ., be given a
fundamentally fair hearing, under fundamentally fair procedures-
- nothing 1ess.

b. I have been rrhonoredt' by serving and receivingt
every battle star awarded for my participation in the European
Theater of Operations in World War f I, believed myself rrhonoredrl
by every trialess incarceration; and clearly was rrhonoredtt by my
disbarment.

c. I will never surrender my fundamental right to be
honest, nor my obligation to defend the Constitution and my
clients, with rrzealrt, and will never involve myself in judicial
corruption, and never did in almost forty (4O) years at the bar.

d. The response was rrnutsrr at Bastogne, Belgium in
December of L944, and it is rtnutsrr today when demands are made
for my silent submission.

Very truly yours,

GEORGE SASSOWER

cc: Charles Brieant, Esg.
(The Media)
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3 ResignAnridt
Criticism of '

Courts? Hiring
By Leonard Levitt

An anonymous letter charging a t"op

stateju'lge andhis ehief clerk with mn-
ningthe. courts as a "personal flefdnrn"
and "pal;ronage mill" has resulted in
the resignation of three court ernploy'
eeg,

The letter, the contents of whicir
were made available to New York
Neuraday, waa Bent on $ept. 13 to the
Commiasion on Judicial Conduct, the

' body that dieciplineejudges, and to the
Inspector General of the O{Iice of Court
Adminigtrstie..

The lntter charged that the s..rn o{'
PreeidingJustice Francis T. Mulphy ol'
the Appellate Divieion of the State Su"
preme Court, had been hired as a law
clerk by Chief U.S. District Jrrdge'
Charleg Brieant in return for Mrrr ph1"rr
having hired Brieant's son.

The letter also charg€d that the son,
daughter and nephew of Appellate Di-
viaion chief clerk Harold J. Reynoldri
algo were employed by the state court.

'All thioe of Reynold's relatives re-
signed theirjobs earlier this week.

Both Murphy and Brieant cotfinnetl
each of their BonE waa employed by thr:
other -.young Murphy as a law clerk,
young Brieant ae an executive assistant

- but gaid there was no connection be-
tween their hirings.

Sourcee within the judiciary said that

Reynolds declinerlto comment on the
resisnationg earlier thie week of his
eon,"daughter and nephevr. Hie daugh'
ter Eliaabeth earntd $26,000 aa an aa-
eistant court analygt; hie nePhew i

Jamee Murphy earned 824'000 as a
mr:rt asgietint antl his eon Michael, a
etudent at NYU, earned $8 an hour as a

- parltime employee in the court's li'
brary.

Justice Murphy ruid the resignatione
followed hia receipl; of a letter aent Nov.
1.8 from Sol Wadrller, the state'a chief
judge, referring to the alleg;ations in t}re
anonymous letter. The Commiegion
had eent IVachtler a edpy of that letter, i

ru well as sending a eecond 6PY b,
Murphy, brrt had rnade no moves to in- ;

'restigBte the allegations, sour@g gaid.-

Rulea promulgated bY the etate's
chief judge state that "a judge shall
. . . refrain from recommsl,ling a rela-
tive fot appointment or employment to
another lirdge er:rvilryjl:3-e
court," but the rules make no mention of employing a

relative of a judge from a different court.
The rules;lsJetate that "ajudge ehall exercise the

oower of appointment only on the basis of merit
avoiding favoritisrn," but the nrlee make no mention
of any other employee doing the eame.-- iii.lr was thdir iecisiot -to make," Murphy said of
the resignations of fuynolds' relativee. -"I think it is
unfortuiate. They haie very good marks fmm their
supervisors. But if can undergtand in the overall p-ic'

ture that bad as it is for them, it ir probably better for
the perception of the court system- [fthere is a possi'
bilitv of that perrcption lof'favoritism], it should be

eliminated. n;i ttreii actions they have done iL"
Wachtler's-letter to Murphy, however, made no

mention of the croes-hirings of Murphy'e and
B.ieant's sons. Asked why he had not mentioned this

I

chlldren and wives of the approximate-
ly 200 full-time court employees, , as
well as relatives of political liguresr,
have regularly been hired through the
years in the Firet Department of the
Appellate Division, over whieh Murphy

oresides. lt core.s Manhattan and the
b.ot*. In addition, Murphy and Reyn'
olds are known to hire what one court
ollicial descriM 8s "needy strangers," I

one of whom was Judith Piesco. She

was fired from her $65,000 citY job in
1985 and apparently blackballed frorn
ciw emploument bY MaYor Edward L
f&n ni puUticty criticizing police hir-
ins oracticee. She now works as an as-

si;'tLnt court clerk at a salarY o[
$39.000 after having been unnblc to
find other city employment flor nearly
two yeare.

Nlll^lsDAY (NYC edition)
Fri day, No'l,ember: 25, 19fltl ,

p. 6, co1. 1

in the letter, Wachtler said, "Any matters conce-rning

alleeatione of judicial misconduct are properly re'
f,:rr"ed to the Conrmission on Judicial Conduct."

Gerald Stern, who heads the commission, declined

to comment.
"lt's ridiculotts," said Brieant. "My eon has worked

for veare for the Appellate Division aB a permanent
civil servant while Murphy's son wae ]rired a8 a ons
year law clerk last August."
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AchangemffHeart
On 3 Coul'"t,Jobs
Firings uoided in rrcltotisltl flap
By Anthony M. DeStefano
and [,eonard Levitt
Preeiding Appellate Divieion Juntice

Franeir T. Murphy fired thre.e mtrrt
employeer Monday', lhen rehired thenr
Tueaday allcr dcddlng to "atand nrrrl
fight" charSlr of neprtiam in an anorry-
moue lettar fonrarded io him by tlre
atate'r drlefjudgr.

"If it ir e quertlon of nrnning, l'll
ctand and llght for there enrplo-vern,"
Murphy rdil ycrtctday, relerring to
ehargee ln thc lcttcr, which wnr first
sent to the Stetc Commieaion on Judici-
d Conduel Scpt. 13 and routed to Chie f
Judgc Sol Wachtler.

The letter chargud that Murphy and
hia chief elerh Harry Rcynoldr had usrxl
hia eourt a! e "perlonal lrefdom" nn,l
"patronagr rnlll" !o.rrovide jobe for rel.
ativee.
, Aceording to ourt lounosB, the three
employeer vho rrore fired and then
hired again ert Sr rnnne Schnitzer, a
$?O-aday rwltchbosrd operator wlro ia
t-he wifs of Mclvin B. Schnitzer, a court
appoiptracnt clcrl.; Sally Mlller, a
$3?,000-a-ycer ettorney who is the
daughter of Wllllem Bartan, a deputy
chief law ardrtent; and Egther Brower,
a t33,000-a-year rccretary who ir the
airter-in-law of Philip l.efkowitz, a een-
ior appointment clerL

The threc cnployeer' reoignntiorre
followed thoq lelt week of lleynoltls'
son, daughter'.and nephew fronr posi
tiona as court enalyrt, court assistrrrrt
and parttimc rorLcr ln tlre Appellate
Divirion'a libfery. Beynold.c' relativen
reeigned aflar. Murphy rc.ceivsd n 1'111'1'

of the anon;n6our lctter from WachtLrr .

That letter abo drarged that Nlur-
phy, who ir praldlngjustice for the Ap-
pellqte_Divirion'r Firat Department,
and U.S. Dietrlct Court Judie Clrarles
Brieant had hired cach other's BonB -Tim Murphy r! a law clerk, arr<l
Charlea Brieant a! m exf,'cutive assin-
tant. Both Murphy Rnd Brieant hnve
denied there war any connection br-
tween the two hiringr.

t,,..t,co Frarrcis , ,'iffi'* ""o 
i

' \ltlrouglr.\,(ru nn(l I ngroothntttnon-'
\ r rl.r (, lrt tcrF (Il not or rlinarily deserve a
11r.rrl ,1,'nl oI nttclrtiorr." Wachtler aaid
rrr rr 1,,{llr to lrtuqrlr.v rlnled Nov. l8 ac. '

r',,rrrl rrrr\iltg tlre atr,lttvntous nOte, "the
rrlrtl,'r. slt forth . i[ accurnte, Sre.
, . 11,'11q,'11' distrrrhing Irorn subaLanliveI
;rr,, I 1,,'1 r'eptual statyllnittts."

\\, ,, l,ll,'r s,rirl .1 r,l;llrrlny he would
l, , , ' r,r r onr trlt'rrt :rt I ltis time" orr

l.rl' I tr ,

\lr, ! nsknrH liclrrril.rcr, Nliller and
ll . r llr 11,,,i. rr'ri1,1111lionn Monday, I

,,.,r,1 ,,. l, ,t,. lr{. cllnltgr"d hia I

t:

,'irnolt lrrrrrrulirrtcly nller. . my
, ,r, .' rr,nr'() 1x'rstrrrrl,,,l rne that it wnf 

,

t r rrnli nn,l v"r1' r ruel to do so. I 
I

rl,, r, l,,r r, rntlnclrrl rrrt' requegt, artd in.
rl,.,rl I rr'ilrrt tlrnt rrrry enrployee re
srl1rr , t ,,vt'r nn nr)r)rrlln()trs letter. Ev.
r l',,\r,, r'l' tlroru rs ir good ernployee
rrr1,r-,r,t r,I ryt,y r',,1r'r.tvnlrle wrorrgdo
ur,, lr,'rnr(l ",\ll ol tlrern were ap
1r,r1l11l lry tlrr'Ollrcl o[ (]ourt Arlnrinis-
tr:rtr,,rr lxt'nrrse tlrlv were qrrnlified. It
r,, ,r,,1,11'rrrrttirrrrrtl lrr n,rh n worker who
l,r, I r', ' rr [irttttrl r,r 'lrrrrlifirrl frlr lrin rea-
rt'rr rlr,,lr lxrCttttle lrt' is rrll.te6 tO mm.-
on, nr Ilrr. crrrut. I x ill rrot <leprive any-
1,rr,. r,l n livelilrrxxl rrr onler to natirlfy
Iltr'1rr,1rs <tf ntt]ont elgr..".


