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GEC}RGE SASSOWER

'E ,, I6 LAKE STREET
WHITE PLA,INS. N.Y. 10603

914-949.216,9

Grievance Committee: First Judicial Dept
41 Madison Avenue,
New Yor k , New Yor k l- 0 010

March 13,

Re : Char les Br i eant, Esq .
c/o Presiding Justice Francis T
Appellate Division, First Depar
25th Street & Madisorr Avenue,
Ner* York, New York 10010

Gentiemen:

1a.
dated january
s01 BBs).

b.
ack noul edged
enclosed.

I f i led
25, 1989,

letter compla int
mai}ing same by Cer

The aforementioned complaint uas ne ither
nor responded to by your office, and arrother copy is

2. Thus, in addition to
against Mr. Brieant, this letter should
complaint about the integrity of your
of Michael A. Gentile, Esq.

pr ocess i ng the complaint
also be considered as a

offi fter the departure

ours,

trrrr$yr#
MAR 1 5 BBg

D; r,,P 4 i?"it\4,: 
iY TA LLj, . priilARy

l_9g9 
t';ii'ihl!i'IEE

. Murphy
tment

against the above,
tif ied Mail (P 977



'i,

GEORGE SASSO\/VER
t6 LAKE STREET

WHITE PLAINS. N.Y. T0603

914-949-2169

January 25, 1989

Grievance Committee: First Judicial Dept.
4l- Madison Avenue,
New York, New York LOOLo (Certified Mail)

c/o Presiding Justice Francis T. Murphy
Appellate Division, First Department
25th Street & Madison Avenue,
New York, New York L0010

Gentlemen:

l-a. on January 9, L989 ' I rnailed to Michael A'
Gentile, Esg., a disciplinary complaint with respect to the
above, which to date, has not, been acknowledged

b. I would appreciate acknowledgement of such letter
by return mai-1.

c. Such acknowledgment should have, in ny opinion,
stated that you were aware of the situation from the published
article in Newsday on November 25,1988, and noted the additional
information, not published in the media, but which was contained
in ny correspondence.

2a. I wish to again emphasize that Presiding Justice
FRANCIS T. ltURpHY is the core state jurist involved in the
larceny and plundering of the judicial trust assets of Puccini
Clothel, Ltd:, the associated criminal extortion, and related
unlawful activities.

b. The most effective co-conspiring jurist in the
United States District Court for the Southern District of New
York, in this criminal adventure, is Chief Judge CHARLES L.
BRIEANT.



Grievance Committee: First Judicial Dept. January 25, L9B9

The existing rrdisguised nepotismrr, as an improper
per se proposition, as revealed by Newsday, and revealed a decade
ago by the New York Times (July 26, L977, p. 1), needs no further
comment from me in view of Spector v. State Commission on
Judicial Conduct (47 N.Y.2d 462, 418 N.Y.S.2d 565).

3a. The comments in my letter of January 9, 1989 were
for the purpose of revealing that such incestuous relationship
between the state and judicial systems serves to advance
criminal racketeering adventures, and is destructive of the
federal system of judicial government.

b. Since the judiciary is obviously not self-
correcting, as it generally proclaims, and for other reasons, I
will continue to make my correspondence available to the media
and the public, as revealed by publication of December 18, L988,
another copy of which is enclosed, dny statutory restrictions
notwithstanding.

4. I do, however, here set forth some additional
information, not heretofore made known to you, which reveals the
invidious nature of the aforementioned incestuous relationships,
and the extent thereof.

5a. One need not be a lawyer to know that absent a
plea of guilty, Do person can be convicted for any crime, absent
a trial or opportunity for same, in any American court, including
for the crime of non-summary crirninal contempt (Bloon v.
Illinois, 391 U.S. L94i Nye v. United States. 313 U.S. 33).

b. However, repeatedly, without benefit of trial or
opportunity for same, I have been convicted by courts in the
Murphy bailiwick or courts and/or judges effectively controlled
by him.

c. Under such trialess convictions, I have been
repeatedly incarcerated, finedr oE otherwise penalized.

d. Think of it, in this bicentennial year of the
Constitution of the United States!
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year of the
by Car.j rnal

e.
stoining of
Richel ieu vi th

Think of it, in this bicentennial
the Basti11e, a place imn,,rtalized
his tr ialess incarcerat ions !

On July 14,
pr isoners incarcerated at
incareerated seven (7) times

f . But I am rrot

1789 there rrere only seven (7 )

the Bast i 1 1e, and I have been
by virtue of tr ialess convictions !

a lone !

od. Mr. Hyman Raffe under these
scenarios has also been tvice convicted, but for
monies and other considerations totalling millions
the private benefit of the ttMurphy croniesrr, he has
time irr jail.

same tr ialess
the payment of
of dollars for
not spent any

LU. In addition to such extortion paynrents by Mr.
Raffe to the I'Murphy cronies", Raffe rras compelled to agree to
execute general releases to the judges of the state Supreme Court
in Nerr York County, and the federal judges of the Southern and
Eastern District of Nerr/ Yorkr ds tle11 as other judicial of f icers.

td. Sam Po1ur, Esq. , rJas also convicted and
incarcerated under a trialess scenario, but when your
organization comrRenced disciplinary proceedings against him based
upon such manifestly unconstitutional conviction, he fled the
SCefre.

b. I refused to surrender, succumb, be silent about,
or have any part of corrupt judicial conduct, and vas disbarred
as a result thereof (Grievance Committee v. Geo. Sassower, L25
A. D.2d 52, 572 N. Y. S.2d 2O3j , vhen I vas not permitted to
controvert such manifestly unconstitutional convictions, subpoena
vitnessese or enjoy any other basic trial- constitutional right.

8a. Needless to say, had I, Raffe, ot Polur ever been
afforded a trial, there vas no possible uay that ve could have
been convicted of anything.

b. Needless to say also, had Raffe or Polur had
fer.ierai haLreas corpus relief available to them in the forum
controlled by Chief Judge Charles L. Brieant, they rrould not have
succumbed, paid millions in extortion r ox had disciplinary
proceedings instituted by your committee.



Gr ievance Committee : First Judicial tlept. January 7\, 1983

c. llhen it became evident that the federal
judiciary, inciuding that branch over vhich Chief Judge Brieant
has jurisdiction, vas going to cooperate in this trMurphy
criminal adventure", neither Raffe or Polur sav any viable
alternative but to submit to the aforementioned extortion.

9. Although the amounts
significance, they do amount in the
than the total amount complained
Da i Iy Nevs on Decembe r 29, i-9I8, and
26, 1977 combined !

involved are
Puccini matter

about in the
the Ner.r York

not of ethical
alone to more

article of the
Times on July

10a. Not,rithstanding the above , I desire that Judge
Murphyrs executive secretary, Charles Brieant, Esg., be given a
fundamentally fair hearing, under fundamentally fair procedures-
- nothing Iess.

b. I have been tthonoredt' by serving and receiving
every battle star arrarded for my participation in the European
Theater of Operations in liorId War II; believed myself I'honoredl
by every trialess incarceration; and clearly was tthonoredrr by my
d i sbarment .

c. I rci1l never surrender my fundamental right to be
honest, nor my obl igation to defend the Constitution and my
cl ients, vith rrzea1", and !ri11 never involve myself in judicial
corruption, and never did in almost forty (40) years at the bar.

d" The response t/a s rt nut s rt

rrnutsrr today
at Bastogne, Belgium in

when dernands are madeDecember of 1944, and it is
for my silent submission.

rS,

ERSS

cc: Charles Brieant, Esg.
( The Media )



GEORGE SASSOWER
.a-rll-r-.ilt\,
16 LAKE STREET

WHITE PLAINS. N.Y. 10603

914.949-2t69

rrYou have sat too lonq f or any
qood vou have been doino. Deoart, I
5av. 1et us be done vit6 vou. 'In the
nafre of God, go!" (01iver Cr'onueIl )

The Criminal Racketeerinq Adventures of
Presiding Justice FRANCiS T. HURPHY

and
Chief Judoe CI{IRLES t. BRIEANT

Nevsday, on Nov. 25 and Dec. 1, 1988, reoorted that the son of Chief
Judqe Charles-'L. Brieant uas the executive issistant to Presidinq Justice
Efenqig T. Hqlphy, and that the son of Francis T. Murphy vas the lav -cIerk of
Chief Judge Chirl.bs L. Brieant.

In reoortinq on the rroatronaqe mi11il in trMurohvts oersonal fiefdomrr,
inclu{ing Lhe'. Hurp6y-Brieant "bisguisdd nepotism'r, nEu'sday' only touched thetlp ot a polluted rceDerg.

Hurphy and Brieant arrosantlythat there ta6 any connection bet,veen-
nandates immedia-tE renovai oroceedinqs,
highly egregious, criminal ictivitieS.'

In 1977, vhen the Nev York Tines reoorted on trdisquised nepotism't in
the.Hurphy bgiliuick, Hurphy demanded and rEceived the resignations bf a1t the
lur lsts lnvoIved .

(

a1one,
Qiscip!

did battle on the subject, and
inarv ounishment imoosed, stated
uct,'\l N.Y.2d 462, 456,418

trFirst, nepotisn is to be condemned, and disquised
nepotisn inoorts'an 'additionai conponenL of' evil because,
inDlicittv - concedinq that evidint nepotisn vould b6
unicceptable, the ac!o1 seeks to conceal vhat he is rea1Iyacconplishinq [Elven if it cannot be saicl that there rs
oroof-of the-fact of disquised neootisn, an aooearance of
Sueh inprooriety is no- less to' be c6ndennecl'than is the
impropr i-ety- i tsel f .'r
Thus, faced vith such authoritative Dronouncement by the hiqh courtof this state, a proceeding triggered by Hirrphy himself i-n response to the

N.Y. Tines'diiclosures -- t6ey sirilply nust go!'
Additionallyr. the Hurphy-Brieant racketeering activities conpels grandjury inquiry and crininal prosecution!

A funclanental and indispensable princioal of Anerican lav is that no
nan, hovever exalted his positio-n, is abovE the Lrininal lav.

Puccini CIothes, Ltd. IrPuccinirr] -- rtthe Judicial Fortune Cookien--
vas involuntarily diss6lved on June 4, 1980 by a court vithin the Hurphy-
Brieant jurisdictional baitivick.

Puccinirs judicial trust assets yere nade the subject of nassive
larceny and plundering by the Hurphy-Brieant cohorts.

To assure that jurists and their cronies do not inproperly divertjudicial trust assets, the-Iarl is c1ear, direct, dnd unanbiguouS, in dEnanding
that there nust be i publicly filed iccountiirq nat leasf onie a yearr (22
NYCRR S202.52te1). HovEver, iil the nore than eioht and one-half yeirs since
FtiETni vas inv6luntarily dissolved there has fiot been a single'accounting
f iled by the it{urp}ry-Brkirrt aEBirEiatEE$ -- not onel

l ied to the oubl ic uhen thev rrdenied
the tvo hirinisr', vhich even if true,
uithout even feference to their joint,

Mr
the Court



To further assure that jur
to their aooointees, every avard
Court Adnini-stra!iqn, vhiq_h report
(Judiciarv Lav S35-i). tlhere the
'iSnETfEE--TETonpanied by an by
thereIorr' (22 NYCRR S35.4).

ists do not nake lavish unvarranted avards
above $200 must be reported to the Office of
nust 'be available -for public inspection
a'rard is $2,500 or nore thE juristrs report

an explanatibn, in uriting, of the reasons

Here asain, no such reports vere filed, although one of the "Hurphy-
Brieant croniei" received approxinatelv $1,000,000 fron Puccini for not doing
iniitiing to benefit this judicial trust --'not'a single thing!

Indeed, even if such firm did any vork rrhich inured to the benefit of
the judiciii-'tiuit, -vniCn they did hot, Hurphy's o'rl . rglg (22 {YCRR
S550.24tf1), precludbd any avard because they vere not appornted 1n accoroance
;iih-ttie-oi6cEauiei-oiovidea -tIeiein. Judicial nepotism and favoritism had
enaiia,---afino[ncea--U'uiphi--on tfre front page of the Neu York Tines (Ju1y ?,
19??)!

There are other orovisions of the 1av to insure that judicial trust
assets aie--not-nade thE subject of judicia] larceny and pIu4d9.rin9r but.none
of this leqal mandates have been obeyed in this orchestrated "Hurphy-tsrleant
criminal rdcketeering adventure'r -- n6t a single one!

Bv outr iqht larceny and plunder ing, the Hurphy-Br ieant- judicial
vultures toot--evdivttrinA;- leavine 'not a 5inq1e cent- Iqf the legitimate
creditors and stockholdeis -- not 5ne cent -- they took it aI] !

Havinq comoletelv denuded Puccini's trust assets, rrith the overt and
active cb-opeiStion';nd-iSsiitJnce of Murphy, Bfieant, and. !he!5 thra11,. thgy
enployed- their - judicial offices and authority to crimrnally exEort, 1n
vaiious depraved forms.

gne of several extortion scenarios has produced millions of additional
dollars -in -Eaifr -ina -otfrer consideration pErsonally from Puccinirs major
stockholder and creditor.

The r'l'{urohv-Brieant indulqence peddlersrt, aided and abetted by other
corruot iurists,'obtained trialesi sham-convictions -- albeit a constitutronal

.. i-.lrnDossrDrrlEv -- then in exchanqe for not beinq incarcerated, ranson uas
extorted, of,-a continuing basis, -payable to their private pockets.

Think of it! -- Shan, trialess, manifestly unconstitutionalr -criminalconvictions are rendered -- ahd then -- by the payment ot vast.sums ot monres,
payable to the Hurphy-Brieant'rracketeers*, the person 1s not lncarcerateo.

In the uords of this one major stockholder and creQitg.r, in this
trBeirut on the Hudsonrrilepraved drama, "they are bleeding me to death"!

Muzohy and Brieant vi11 continue to bleed him, and impose their terror
on otheri,--iiitil-ygu; tne neaia, oublish the truth about -'ljustice" in the;'ltuiotrv:giieint uaiTllictiii--- uhaie Effition, nepotism, and even egregious
criurinil conduct, are the "coins of the judicial rea1m".

demandinq that the much overdue accounting for Puccini be
aviitJnfe'for your inspection -- as mandated-by latr!

Denand that the 0ffice of Court Administration compel .thosq receiving
nonies tioil---FuiEini --iili-Eheir s:s-a statenents, and prodhce them f or your --
inspection -- as nandated by Iav!

Demand that Hurphv, Brieant
subject to trthe rule'-c,t 1au,
Connission on Judicial Conduct vhic

Start bvnfiledil and nad6

and thei ininal confederatesry inquiry, not one
be rnade
by the

nThieves for the ir r
themselvestr (Shakesoeare's, llea

Eontrol !

ve au
asure,

Decenber 18, 1988

ss ER

or ity vhen iudges steal
t. 2', Scene 2 ) .
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3 ResignAmid
Criticisrn of '

Courts'Hiring
By Lconard Levitt

An anonymous letter charging a top
atate ju.lge and his chief clerk with mn-
ning the c.rutts as a "personal fiefrlonr"
and "patronage mill" has resultcd in
the reaignation of three court employ-
ee8.- -the 

lette., the contents of which I

were made available to New York
Naraday, was Bent on $ept. 13 to the
Commirsion on Judicial Conduct, the
body tlrat disciplineajudges, and to the
Inspector C'enerd ofthe Office ofCourt
Adminigtration.

The letter clarged that the aon of
PreaidingJustice Francis T. Murphy ol'
tlre Appellate Division of the State Su-
prcme Court, had been hired as a law
clerk by Chief U.S. District Jtrdge
Charles Brieant in rehtrn for Mrrt ph.r"s
hsving hired Brieant'e son.

The lettcr also charged that the son,
daughter and nephew of Appellate Di-
vision chief derk Harold J. Reynold.s
alao wer.e employed by the state court.

'AIl three of Reynold's relatives re-
aigned their jobs earlier thia week.

Both Murphy and Brieant confirmed
each oftheir Bons s/as employed by the
other - young Murphy as a law clerk,
young Brieant as an executive assistant

- but gaid there was no connection be-
tween their hirings.

Sources within the judiciary Bsirl that
children and wivee of fhe approxirnaie-
b 200 full-time court employees, , as
rell ar relativee of political figures,
have rcgr.rlarly been hired through the
yean in the Firat Department of t"he
Appellate Divigiott, over whieh Murphy
oregidee. It covere Manhattan and the
b-*. In addition, MurPhY and ReYn'

olde are known to hire what one court
o{Iicial described as "needy strangers,"
one of whom was Judith Piesco' She
wae fired from her $65,000 city job in
1985 and apparently blackballed frorn
city employment bY MaYor Edward I.
Koch for publicly criticizing police hir-
inc oraclicts. She now worka as an as-

siitint court clerk at a ealary of
t39,0O0 alter having been unable to
find other city employment for nearly
two yeara.

Reynolcls decline+to coFment on the
reaignations earlier thie week of hia
son, daughter and nephenr. His daugh-
ter Elizabeth earned $25,000 aa an a8-
aistant court analygt; hie nePhew 

'

Jamee Murphy es.rned $24'000 as a
cou:rt assistsnt and hir son Mi&ael, a
gtudent at NYU, earned $8 an hour as a

- part-time employee in the court'a li'
brary.

Justice Murphy aaid the reeiguations
followed hie receipt of a letter aent Nov'
18 from Sol Wadrtler, the state'a chief
judge, referring to the allegations in the'anonymoue letter. The Commission
had e€nt WachtJer a copy of tlrat letter,
as well as aending a aecond @PY to,
Murphy, but had made no moves to in' :

vestigate the dlegations, eources aaid.
Rulee promulgated by the state's 

,

chief judge st^Bt€ that "a judge ahall
. . . refrain from recommsndinga rela-
tive fot appointmont or employmmt to
another judge aerving in thr :ame
@urt," but the rulee make no mention of employing a
relative ofajudge from a different court.

The mlee 
-also 

etate that "a judge shsll exerci8e the
power of appointment only on the basig of merit
Lvoiding favoritiam," but the nrleg make no mention
of anv other emplovee doinc t}te salrte.

"T'his was th6ir iecision 
-to make," Murphy said of

the resignationa of Reynolds' relativee. "l think it is
unfortuiate. They haie very guod marks fmm their
supervisora. But i can underrtand in the overall pic'
tuie that bad as it ie for them, it ie probably better for
the perception of the cou{ qrytem.. If there is a possi'
bility of fhat perception lof favoritism], it ahould be

eliminated. By ttreii actions they have done iL"
Wachtler's letter to Murphy, horvever, made no

mention of the croes'hiringa of Murphy'e and
Brieant's sons. Arked why he had not mentioned this
in the letter, Wachtler said, "Any matters concerning
altesationa of judicial mieconduct are properly re
ferr-ed to the Conrmission on Judicial Conduct."

Gerald Stern, who heads the commission, declined
to comment.

"lt's ridiculouo," ssid Brieant. "My oon has worked
for yeara for the Appellate Division aa a permanent
civil eervant while Murphy'B oon was hired aa a one.
year law clerk last August"'
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AChange {),[Heart
On 3 CouI'{,Jobs

. r . r,co Frarrcis , tJi,lif,.l'- ""' j

' .\lt l,,rrrglr.\'(tu nn(l I ngrc'o thnt rtno[' '

r r i y rr r. irt lcrF tl,r not or tlinarily deserve a

1-r r rl ,l,,nl o[ nlterrtiorr." Wnchtler aaid
rrr r 1,,(tlr to lrlttrlrlrl rlnled Nov. l8 ac' '

, ,,,,,1 rlr irrg tlle Bl)r)llvlllOuS nOte, "the
rr ru,,r,. slt firrtlr if accurate, are.
,' I r,,rrr,'11' <listrlrhirrg llorn cubaLanLive'
rrr', I 1,,'1 r'tptttitl stntrllx,itlts."

\r. , l.ll, r .,ritl l,"rl, rrlny he woUld
| , , ,,t r{,nlnl{'irl :rl llriS tilne" On
'! lrl'ltt,

i!,, , rrckrrrt: l.i, lrrrrIrer. Irliller and
l: l.r llrrir r,,rl'nrrlirtng Monrlay, 

I, ,,,,,,1 . 1. I n lrc cltnrrgld hia I

I

rirrroFt itrrnrrrli,rtr'lv nfler. . my
i ,r, , r,'nr:r' yx'rsrtnrl.,l rrre thnt it wnr,

. ,,,1r1' J111,1 r,,,r' , nrel to do so. I I

t lr, r. l,), r' rotrnclrrl rrrt' reqrtett. and in. '

rl,,,l I rr'l.irlL thnt rrrry enrployee re

l,ll'.l"lil)r\\' (NYC ctl i L iorl)
'[ ]rrrr:rrl;ty, l)ecctnber l, 1988

I). l(). col. l

Firings uoided h tt(potis/rt flaP
Bv Anthonv M. DeStefano
ina Ueonira L€vitt
Preriding Appellate Diviaion Juntice

Francir T. Murph;' i-i:cd three mtrrt
employect Monday, ihen rehired thenr
Tueed.ey eltrr dcci&ng to "rtand nnrl
fighl" charScl of nepoticm in an arrr-rtt1"
mour lettgr forrarded to him by tlre
rtafe't drlcfJudga.

"lf it b t qucaUon of nrnning, I ll
atand and flght for there enrplo-yerx,"
Murphy rdd ycrtcrday, referring trr
chargu ln thc lcttcr, which wa-s first
aent to thc Stric Commiecion on Judici-
d Conduct ScpL l3 and routed to Clrief
JudS! Sol Wachtlcr.

The lettar chargld that lrlurphy and
hie chicf clerl Harry Rgynolda had usr<j
hic eourt a! l "pemonal fiefdom" nnrl
"patronag! Elll" to rmvidejoba for rel-
ativee.

According to court !ourqe!, tho threr-'
employccr rho rare lired and then
hired agein rrc S. rrnnc Schnitzer, n

$?0-adsy rwftchbosrd operator wlro ia
thc wife of Mclvin B. Schnitzer, a court
appoiyrtmcnt chrl.3 Sally Mlller, e
E37,000-a-ycrr tttorney rho is tho
dnughter of Wlllhm Barhan, a deputy
chief lerr ardrtent; and Etther Brower,
a t33,000-e-ycrr *cretary who ir the
airter.in-lew of Philip hfkowitz, a aen-
ior eppointment dcrL

The threo onployeec' rerignatiolra
followed thocq lut weeh of Reynol<ls'
eon, daughtcr-end nephew fronr p,rsi.
tiona ae court andyrtr court asqislrrrrI

. and parttimc rorlcr in the Appellnte
Diviaion'r librarr Reynoldr' relntr'r'q
reoigned afUr. M'urphy reteivxl n cr,f i'
o[the enonSnoout lctter from Wachtllr.

That lettcr ebo drargEd that lrlur.
phy, who ir prcddlngjustice for the Ap-
pellate Divirion'r Firet Departmrnt,
and U.S. Dirtriet Court Judgc Clrarles
Brieant had hirsd crh other'r sonn -Tim Murphy ar 6 law clerk, arrrl
Charlet Bricant ar m erorirtive assia-
tant. Both Murphy and Drieant hnvi'
denied therc rrr any connection br-
tween the two hiringr.

I

I
I

I

i

,-rl:ilr ,! , rr'r'r ttt'r ntlr)il\'l|t(tlls letter. Ev.
r |,,,r,,, ,,{ tlrtrrr ls ;r gtrod ernployee
rilr'), .,r't r|[ ttilV crill{ r.rvnble wfOrrgdO-
rr,' li,'snr(l ",\ll rrl ilreln wcre aJr

1,,r,rt,,l lrt' tlrr. ()lfitr',,[ (]ourt Adntinia-
lr i,rr,,rr lx.t'nrrst llrr.v *.r're qunlitied. It
r. 'r',t'lv rrrnlirrrrll lo rr,rk n worker who
l,rr I r.., rr f,rtrrr,l R,r ,1rrrrlifi,rl for lrin ree-
l:.r, rlr.,rr lxrrrrrso lrl iq rr.lnte<l to goma
rrrr, rrr I lrr. r'orrrt. I s ill rrot deprive any-
(,r,,. ,11 n lrvelrlrrxrl rrr orrler io aatitlfy
(lr, 1,r ' 1r5 trr ttttygnp r:l*r..".


