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The courtsdeained34
percent (23,863) of activated
defendans followng deten-
tionhearings, one
percentagepont
morethanin
1996.lnboth
yean,detention
wasorderedfor
T3percentofde-
fendansforwhom
detentionhearings

in which pretrial seri'ices release

was anissue, including hearings

held for conviction and sentenc-

ing.Table 10 Presents data on

Dre]ialservices cases and re-

oorts for this Year.
The courts released 37

Dercent (25,343) of activated

defendants at initial hearings

and t3 percent (8,688) at de-

tention hearings. This overall 50

percent release rale was 2 per-

centagepoints lower than the

rate for 1996. The decline is

consistent with the increase in

distnct courts' caseload involv-

ing drugs and immigration, be-

cause defendants charged with
such offenses are more likely to
be detained. Of those released,
30,757 defendants (90 percent)
were placed into the custody of
PSOs; 27,785 o[ these defen-
dants also received restrictive
conditions. For persons under
supervrsion, the PSOs moni-
tored compliance with the re-
lease conditions set by the
courts, provided necessary sup-
port services, and informed the
courts and U.S. attorneys of all
apparent violations of release
conditions.

The most frequently or-
dered restrictive conditrons rn-
volved substance abuse and
were imposed on 16,536 defen-
dants (up 6 percent). From
1996 to lggT,thenumber of
defendants receiving such con-
ditions remained stable as a per-
centage ofall active defendants

(69,283 defendants), but rose 2

percentage potnts as a percent-
age of all defendants with re-
strictive conditions (27,785 de-
fendants).

House arrest and elec-
tronic monitoring, which are
less expensive alternatives to de-
tention, were other restrictive
conditions ordered for 6 percent
(4,747) of activated defendants,
almost the same proportion as
last year. A defendant in the
house anest program must re-
main in his or her residence be-
tween specific hours. To ensure
that this requirement is hon-
ored, some defendants must
wear ankle bracelets that are
electronically monitored by a
monitoring center. lf a defen-
dant violates the confinement
condition. the center is notified
automatically and its staff in
turn notilies the supervising of-
ficers.

Pretrial diversion is an-
other program intended to pre-
serve prosecutorial and judicial

resources for more serious
criminal matters. Diversion is a
period of supervision proposed
by the U.S. attorney and agreed
to by the defendant as an alter-
native to prosecution of criminal
charges in federal court. In
1997 , a total of 2,402 defen-
dants were placed in the pretrial
diversion program, equaling ap-
proximately 3 percent of acti-
vated cases, the same percentage
as in 1996.

took place. Risk of flight
was the primary reason cited for
90 percent ofdefendans de-
uined, the same as in 1996.

Pretrial SeMces statistics
appear in the H series ofthe appen-
dixabla.

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
372(c), any person alleging that
a circuitjudge, a districtjudge,
a bankruptcy judge, or a magis-
tratejudge has engaged in con-
duct prejudicial to the effective
and expeditious administration
ofthe business ofthe courts, or
alleging that such an officer
cannot discharge all the duties
of the office because of physical
or mental disability, may file a
complaint with the clerk of the
court  of  appeals lor that c ircui t
or for the applicable national
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Judicial Complaints Filed, Concluded, and Pending

1995* 1996" 1997

Percent Change

1997 over 19961

Filed

Concluded

By Chief Judges
Dismissed
Corrective Action Taken
Withdrawn

By Judicial Councils
After Review of Chief Judge's

Dismissal'?
Dismissed
Action Taken
Referred to Judicial Conference

After Report by Investigative Committee
Dismissed
Action Taken
Referred to Judicial Conference

Pending

lPercent not calculated for fewer than 1 0 cases.
2Petition for review of a chief judge's dismissal of a complaint.
*Revised.

court. The number of judicial

complaints filed in 1997 totaled
67Q a )R nPrcPnt incre253 gygp

the previous year. Table I I sum-
marizes judicial complaints activ-
ity from 1995 through 1997.

A single complaint may in-
volve multiple allegations against
numerous judicial officers. In
1997,the Eighth and Ninth Cir-
cuits received an unusual number

,!

of complaints filed against
multiple judges. For the judi-

ciary as a whole, the allega-
tions cited most often were
prejudiceibias, abuse of judi-

cial power, and "other."
Of the 4R7 cnmnlaints

terminated in 1997, chief
judges dismissed 270 for
which no petitions were filed
for revrew by judicial councils.

Judicial councils terminated the
remaining 212 complaints on
petitions for review, all of which
were dismissed without any ac-
tion taken, Eighty percent of the
complaints dismissed by chief
judges without the appointment
of a special committee were
found to be outside the jurisdic-

tion of 28 U.S.C. 372(c) because
they were directly related to the
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merits of the decisions or proce-

dural rulings rendered by the

ludges named in the com-

plaints.

appeals, an increase of 33 per-
cent over the previous year's to-
tal and more than twice the
number of vacancies on Sep-
tember 30, 1995. One of these
vacancies was in a position cre-
ated on December I, 1990, by
the FederalJudgeship Act of
1990. That vacancy, along with
eight others, had existed for
more than lB months. Table L2
provides information on the sta-
tus ofjudgeship positions since
1993.

On September 30,1997 ,
in the U.S. district courts, 69
vacancies existed among fte
647 positions authorized, a rise
of 57 percent over the total re-
ported one year earlier. Of these
vacancies, 2I had existed for at
Ieast 18 months; only I3 posi-
tions had been vacant that long
as of September 30, i996. Two
of these vacancies once again in-
volved new positions created by
the FederalJudgeship Act of
r990.

On September 30, 1997 , a
otal of24 vacancies existed
among the 179 judgeships au-
thonzed for the U.S. courts of

Status of Judgeship Positions
l993Through 1997 1

U.S. Courts of Appeals 2 U.S. District Courts

Year
Authorized
Judgeships Vacancies

Senior Authorized
Judges 3 Judgeships

Senior
Vacancies Judges 4

1 993

1 994

1 995

1 996

1 997

't79

179

179

't79

179

20

18

11

18

24

72-

81

81

82

87

649

649

649

647

647

107

60

46

44

69

242

292

255

274

278

lData are as of September 30.
'? Positions in the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit are included.
3 Sitt ing senior judges who participated in appeals dispositions.
o Senior judges with staff.* Revised.


