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Hnited Ftstss Fsnsts
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

WASHTNGTON,  DC 205 l0 -6275

J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  I 9 9 2

Ms .  E lena  Ru th  Sassower
Coord inator ,  Ninth Judic la l  Commit tee
Box  70 ,  Gedney  S ta t i on
W h i t e  P l a i n s ,  N e w  Y o r k  1 0 6 0 5 - 0 0 7 0

Dear  Ms .  Sassower :

Thank you for your letter regarding the nominatLon of Andrew
O'Rourke  to  be  a  Un i ted  S ta tes  D is t r i c t  Cour t  Judge  fo r  t he
Sou the rn  D is t r i c t  o f  New York .

As you may know, the Senate of f lc la l ly  reeelved Pres ldent
B u s h ' s  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  M r .  O ' R o u r k e  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 2 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h e
Judic iary  Commit tee is  current ly  rev iewing h is  qual i f icatLons for
the  fede ra l  bench r  ds  i t  does  w i th  a l l  nominees .  Fo r  examp le ,
the  commi t tee  w i I I  i nves t i ga te  Mr .  O 'Rourke ' s  pas t  expe r ience ,
f i nances ,  ph i l osophy  and  any  conce rns  ra i sed  by  i nd l v idua ls  o r
organizat ions about  h is  ab i l i ty  to  serve on the federa l  bench
a  p rocess  tha t  i s  f o l l owed  fo r  eve ry  Jud ic ia l  nominee .  H is
deta i led responses to  the commit tee 's  exhaust ive quest ionnai re
w i l - l  be  rev iewedr  ds  w i l l  t he  FB I ' s  backg round  repo r t  on  Mr .
O 'Rourke .  I n  add i t i on ,  a  number  o f  a t to rneys  who  have  se rved
e i the r  as  co -counse l  w i th  o r  oppos ing  counse l  t o  Mr .  O 'Rourke
w i l l  be  con tac ted  fo r  t he i r  v i ews  on  h i s  compe tence ,  i n teg r i t y
and temperament .

Eaeh jud ic ia l  nominee appears at  a  publ lc  hear ing pr ior  to
fu l l  Senate act ion on that  nominat l -on.  No hear ing date has yet
been  se t  f o r  I "1 r .  O 'Rourke .  H is  hea r ing  w i l l  be  schedu led  on l y
af ter  the commit tee has completed i ts  thorough invest igat ion of
h i s  reco rd .  Once  the  hea r ing  da te  i s  se t ,  dec i s l -ons  on  any
wr i t ten requests to  test i fy  wi l l  be made

As you may know, the commit tee 's  involvement  wl_th a
nominat ion begins only  af ter  the nominat ion has been made and
submi t ted  to  the  Sena te .  The re fo re ,  you r  i nqu l r i es  abou t  t he
se lec t i on  o f  l t { r .  O 'Rourke  fo r  t h i s  pos i t i on  a  p rocess  i n  wh ich
the  Jud ic ia ry  Commi t tee  i s  no t  i nvo l ved  shou ld  be  d i rec ted  to
S e n a t o r  D ' A m a t o ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e .

Af ter  the comml- t tee received your  le t ter ,  Mr.  O,Rourke
submi t ted  h i s  response  to  l t s  ques t i onna i re .  The  pub l i c  po r t l on
o f  t he  ques t i onna i re  i s  enc losed  fo r  you r  rev iew  and  may  answer
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many_of  the guest ions the Ninth Judic ta l  Commit tee has regard ing
M r .  O ' R o u r k e .

.Once again,  thank you
eonuni t tee,s  rev iew of  Mi .
contact you to determine
the meant ime,  p lease do
any in format ion you deem

Enclosure

your  concerns wi th  h ls  nominat ion.  In
not  hes i ta te to l forward the committee

pertinent to tft is nomi

S ln fe re ly ,

110*"

- f o "  you r  l e t t e r .  Du r ing  the
O 'Rourke ,s  reeo rd ,  commi t tee  s ta f f  w t l l

o
h irman


