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COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

WASH|NGTON,  DC 205 10-6275

September 2Lt L992

Ms. Elena Sassower
Coordinator, Ninth Judicial Cornmittee
Box 70, Gedney Station ...A
Wh i te  P la ins ,  New York  L0505-0070

Dear Ms. Sassower . . '

We understand that you were in town last week and asked to
meet with us about judiciar nominations general ly and the
nomination of Mr. Andrew o'Rourke ln part icular. we regret that
we were unavailable given both the short notice and the-crowded
calendar of business in the few remaining weeks of this Congress.

Your recent letters -- as weII as the Ninth Judicial
commit tee 's  cr i t ique of  Mr.  o 'Rourke,s  nominat ion - -  expresses a
number of concerns regarding the "screening process" of the
Justice Department and the American Bar Aasociation as i t  relates
to judiciar nominees. once againr w€ wourd rike to assure you
that the Senate Judiciary Committee wiII review and considei the
information you have provided regarding Mr. o'Rourke should i t
schedule any action on his nomination.

rn addit ion, as you know, the committee does not rely sorely
on the information provided to it by these and other outside
sources. Instead, the committee itself conducts i ts own thorough
and independen! investigation on each nominee named by the
Pres ident .  on ly  af ter  compret ion of  the commit tee,s  iur l
. tnrrestigation is a public hearing schedrrled on a given
nomination. At least one week fol lowing the hearing, the
committee votes on the nomination -- with a fuII senate vote
occurr ing somet ime af ter  the commit tee,s .

At this pointr Do hearings on any Judiciar nominees have
been scheduled for the remaining weeks of this congress. rn
part icular, as you knowr f lo hearing has been held or scheduled on
the nominat ion of  Mr.  o 'Rourke.  As promised in  Harr ie t  Grant 's
l t lay 22,  L992 ret ter  to  you,  should the s tatus of  Mr.  o ,Rourke 's
nomination change, you wil l  be informed promptly.

JOSEPH F.  8 IDEN,  JR. .  oELAWARE,  CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M.  K€NNEDY.  MASSACHUSETTS STBOM IHURMOND,  SOUTH CAROLINAHOWARO M I ' IETZENBAUM,  OHIO ORRIN G.  X ITCX,  UUU
OENNIS OTCONCINT,  ARIZoNA ALAN K,  S IMPSoN,  WYoMING
PATRICK J .  IEAHY,  VERMONT CHARLES r ,  CNISSIEY,  IOWA
HOWEI I  HEFLIN,  ALAEAMA ARTEN SPECTER,  PENNSYLVANIA
PAUL srt\ . loN, rLLtNots HANK BRowN, iolonnoo
H E R E E R T  K O H L ,  W I S C O N S I N

RONALO A. XLAIN. CHIEF COUNS€L
J€FFR€Y J PECX, STAFF OIRECTON
TIRNY L WOOTEN ̂ I INORITY CHIEF COUNSEL

AND STAFF DIRICTOR
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Once again, your
apprec iated.

interest in judicial nominees is

Sincerely,

tuh rr iet
neral

rant


