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from Illinois don't like your judgment, we can differ with that judgrnent. I can remember on at least one occasion when this committee, I think, virtually unanimously differed with the decision made
by the Bar Association.
I think they have alsrand
I note the presence of a distinguished former Attorney General here, Dick Thornburgh. I do not
recall the ratings during the Thornburgh reign, if I may call it
that, but I do remember the contrast. I had my staff do a contrast
at the appellate court level between the William French Smith attorney generalship and the Ed Meese attorney generalship, md
you saw a real difference in the numbers of nominees from the administration that were very divided in terms of who came before
us. I think that said something to us.
Then, finally, I hope that this hearing will not in any way soften
the stands that the American Bar Association takes. We need your
voice. For example, up there lpointing to the chart], 'Mandatory
Minimum Sentences"-this is an easy thing for those of us in politics to demagogue on. We need sane voices. We need not only Chief
Justice Rehnquist making a speech somewhere sayrng mandatory
minimum sentences are a disservice to the country. We need
groups like the American Bar Association standing up, voicing
their opinions on unpopular sides of things, and we should have
had it more often.
Some of my colleagues on the committee have heard me talk
about this before. I hippened to grow up in the State of Oregon.
My parents were active in what was then called race rela+"ions,we
now call civil rights. In February of L942 when 120,000 Japanese
Americans were-taken from theif homes. not one of whom had committed a crime, and told you have 1 to 3 days to sell all your property, the position taken by the then Democratic administration was
a very popular decision, supported strongly by American public
opinion. I wish the American Bar Association had stood up on that
occasion for the rights of American citizens.
I want you to stand up more, not less, and sometimes I am going
to differ with your opinions. Sometimes, others in here are going
to differ with your opinions, but we need the Americau Bar Association to continue to'be a responsible voice in this country and to
play an important role in this process.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The Cnernuex. Thank vou.
Senator Thurmond hai to leave for Admiral Boorda's memorial
senrice, so we are going to allow him to make a few comments at
this time, and then we will turn to the witnesses.
STATtsMEI{T OF HON. STROM THT'RJVIOND,A U.S. SENATOR
FROM TIIE STATE OF SOTJ:IH CAROLINA
Senator Tlrunnaouo. Mr. Chairman, I regret I can't be here for
this full hearing, but I must attend the memorial seruice for Admiral Boorda, a close friend of mine. I am very pleased that we have
such able people here on this panel today, headed by the Honorable
Richard Thornburgh, who made such a fine record as Attorney
General of the United States.
Now, Mr. Chairman, in short, I believe the ABA should not be
accorded the deference they have been given in the past in rating
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