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STATE OF NEW YORK
COTUIMISSION ON JUOICIAL NOMINATION

666 Fifth Avenue, 28th Ftoor
New York, New York 1O103-0084

1212'�1 841-0715
FAX (21 2t 262-5152

October 4, 2000

The llonorable Creorge Paraki
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

As Chair of the Commission on Judicial Nomination, I havo the honor to report to
you on behalf of the Commissior\ pursuant to Article 6, Section 2 of the Constitutio; .,,;
Seaion 63(3) of Article 3-A of the Judiciary Law, the names of scven candidates for
appointment to the offrce of Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals, who in the collective
judgmcnr of the Commission are "well-qualified," 

by their charactoq tempc,rEment, professional
aptitude, experience, qualifications and fitness for office, !o discharge tie duties'of that high
oftice and are consider_ed the best qualified of those who filed applications for consideration in
accordancc with the Commission's rules. The vacancy in that office is the result of the
resignation of Ioseph W. Bellacosa, Associate Judgg as ofseptember l, 2000.

As in the past, the Corunission took many steps to seek the largest possible
number of qualified applicants for the positioq irrcluiing Statcwide notificiion of the
application procedure, and individual solicitation of applicationi.

Also as in thc past, the Cornmission caused an investigation to be conducted of
the qualifications of the large number of applicants it determined to intirview. The result of each
investigation was reponed to the Commission and discus$ed before and after the interviews. The
Commission sought ty its investigations and interviews assurance of each candia.t.'i iit"grit,
sound judgment, judicial temperament and high intellectual quality and writing ability. 
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The candidates thus nominated by the Commission for the office of Associate
fudge, listed in alphabetical order, are.

Richard T. Andrias
Stephen G. Crane
Steven W. Fisher

Viaoria A. Gaffeo
James C. Moore

IuEniu BingNewton
Susan P. Read

Each candidate recommended for the office of Associate Judge has been
interviewed by the Commission and each has filed the financial statement required by law and
being transmitted to you separately. A summary of the careers of thc recommended candidates is
attached

Section 66(2) of thc Judiciary Law provides that 'the Govcmor shall harrc access
to all papers and information relating to persons recommcnded to him by the Commission." The
Commissioq tkough its Chair, and its Counsel, Stuart A. Summit, stands ready to furnish you
with any such material and to respond to your inquiries.

With warm greetirtgs, urd highest regard, always

,\ro$y 
yours,

Y,,:' ,l' (T)r '"'-
ohn F. O'Mara

Chair
JFO/dd
Enclosure
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Currently serving as m Associate lustice of the Appellate Divisioq First
Departrnent, he was born in 1943 and admined to the Bar in 19?1. Received a B.A. degree from
Bowdoin College, cw laude, aod a I.D, degree from Columbia Law School, cam laude.
Engaged in thc private praaicc of law in New York City during 1970-71 and 19?5-83. Became
a Judge of the Criminal Court of tlrc City of New York in 1983, Deputy Supervieing ludge of
that Court and Acting Supreme Court Justice in 1985, and a Supreme Court Ju$ice, New York
County in 1988. Designated an Associate Justice of the Appellate Division, 1996. Chair, Task
Force on Processing Civilian Complaints by the Criminal Court, 1988-89. ,trthor and lecturer
on varioug legal topics. Active in professional, community and educational affairs.
Recommended previously in 1998 by this Commission to the C:overnor for appointment to the
office of Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals,

srEPgEN q. cRAIYn

Currently serving as a Justice of the Supremc CouG Nsw York County and
Administrative ludge of the Civil Branch of the Supreme Court, First Judicial District, he was
born in 1938 and admined to the Bar in 1963. Received B.S. degree from Cornell lInivcrsity and
an LL.B. degrec with distinction from Cornell Law School. Engagcd in private practice of law
in New York City during 1963-66, 1968-69 and 1980-81. Served as Senior [,aw fusistant to the
Appellate Divisioq First Department during 1966-68 and 1969-76 and Chief Law Assistant
during 1976-79. Senred as Counsel to the Ofiice of Coun Administration during 1979-80.
Became a Judge of the Criminal Coun of the City ofNew York in 1981 urd Aaing Supreme
Court Justice in 19E9. Became a Supreme Court Iustice, New York County in 1989 and
Administrative Judge of the Civil Branch in 1996" Lecturer to judicial and professional
organizations on various topics. Active in professional, community and educational affairs.

STEVEI\LW. FISEER

Cunently serving as a Justice of the Supreme CouG Queens County and
Administrative fudgc for the ElEventh ludicial Distrio of the Supreme Court, he was bom in
1946, and admitted to the Bar in 1973^ Received a B,A. degree ftom Queens College and a J.D.
degrec ctrm laude from Brooklyrr Law School. Assistant District Attorney, Kings County 1972-
76. Engaged in private practice of law in New York City, 1977-79, Served as Principal Law
Clerk to Presiding lustice, Appellate Divisioq Second Department, 1979-E3. Became a Judge of
the Criminal Court of the City ofNew York in 1983. Acting Suprcme Court fustice, Kings
County, 1986-89; Queens County, 1990-92. Beoame a lustice of the Supreme Courl Quecns
County, 1993 and Administrative ludge of Supreme Court for the Eleventh ludicial District in
1998. Cechair, Comrnittee on Crimirral lury Instructions. Author and lecturer for judicial and
professional organizations on criminal law topics. Active in professional and community affairs.
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\rcToRIA4. GRAFT.'Eo

Cunently serving as an Additional Justice, Appellate Divisioq Third Department,

shc was born in 1952, and admiaed to the Bar in 197t. Receivcd a B.A. degrce with high

honors, State University of New York at Oncont4 and a J.D. degree from Albany Law School of

Union Univmsity. Engaged in private practice of law in Albany, 1978-82, and 1984-E9.

Assistant Counsel, New York State Division of Alcoholism and Aloohol Abuse, 1982-84.

Counsel to New York Assembly Minority Leaderq 1984-94. Solicitor General and Counsel to

the New York Afiorney General, 1995-96. Bccame a Iustice of the Supreme Court, Third

Judicial Distric in 1996. Designated Additional Justice, Appellate Divisiot\ Third Department

in 1998. Lectr-rrer to professional and community organizations. Active in professional,

educational and community affairs.

JAMES C. fytooRD

Cunerrtly a partner in the law firm ofHarter, Secrest & Emery LLP in Rochester,
New Yorh he was born in 1939 and admitted to the Bar in 1964. Received a B.S. degree from

Cornell University and an LL.B. degree from Cornell Law School. United States Army, Iudge

Advocate General Corps, 1964-66. Joined Harter, Secrest in 1966 as an ilssociate and

subsequently became a partner. President, NEtn York State Bar Association, 1998-99. Hearing

Officer, Commission on ludicial Conduct since 1999. Fellow, American College of Trial

Lawyers. Membcr, American l"aw Institute. Serves as a rnediator and arbitraior. Author and

le61urer on various topics including construction litigatioq insurance law and the legal
profession. Active in professional, community and educational affairs.

JUAJ{TTA BrNG NEwroI

Cunently serving as a Judge of the Court of Claims and Deputy Chief
Mministrative tudge, she was born irt 1950 and admitted to the Bar in 1976. Received a B.A.
degree &om Northw$tern University and a J.D. dcgree from Catholic University's Columbus
School of Law. Assistant Distria Aftorney, Brou County, 1975-1984. Counsel, New York
State Sentencing Gridelincs Commifiee, l9E4-85. Exeoutive Assistant, Office of Court
Administratioq 1985-8?. Bccarrre a Judge of the Court of Claims in 1987. Served as
Administrative ludge of the Criminal Term of Supreme Court New York County, 1995-1999.

Bccame Deputy Chief Administrative ludge in 1999. Mcmber, New York State Commission on
Iudicial Condust. Formerly Chair, Supreme Court, New York County Anti-Bias Comminee.
Lecturer to judiciat and professionai organizations on various topics. Active in professional,
community and educational aft'airs.
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SUSAN P. READ

Currently senring as Presiding Iudge ofthe New York State Coun of Claims, she
was born in 1947 and admined to the Bar in l9?4. Received a B.A degree, sTtmma cam laude,
from Ohio Weslcyan University and a J.D. degree from University of Clhicago Law School tn-
house counsel, srete university ofNew yorh 1974-77. Irr-house counsel fo-r General Electric
Co , 1977'88 Engaged in private practice of law in Albany during 1988 to 1994, Deputy
counsel, Governor's office, l99s-97. Became a Judge orihe corirt of Claims in tqgg ana
Presiding Judge in 1999. Past member, Nerr York Stlte Bar Association Executive Committee.
Author on environmental law topics. Active in professional and judicial affairs,
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