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STATE BAR RAIES CANDIDATES FOR COURT OF APPEALS VACANCY

ALBANY - The sttrte's largcst lawyer's group has sent Gov, Gsette Pataki its ratings of rhe

seven candidates under consideration for associate judge of the New York Court of Appeals, the state's

highest tribunal.

The New York Sate Bar Association's (NYSBA) Comminee on Judicial Selection, chaired by

John Horan of New York, rcviewed the qualifications of the candidates nominated by the governor's

Commission on Judicial Nomination and rnade the followin_s ratings:

For this and other re lated news items go to
www.nvsba.ore ond click on'News Bureau."

Candidate

Hon. Richard T. Andrias,
Appellate Division, I't Depanment

Hon. Stephen G. Crane,
Supreme Court, l" District

Hon, Stephen W. Fisher,
Supreme Court, I l* District

Hon. Victoria A. Graffeo
Appel Iate Division, 3'd Department

James C, Moore, Esq.
Rochester

!ion. Juanita Bing Newton,
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge,
Unified Court Systenr

Hon. Susan P. Read.
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Well-Qualified
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Presiding Judge, Court of Claims

The state bar's l6-member committee weighed professional ability, experience, characrer,
temperament, background and other qualities in rating each candidate. Each candidace was thoroughly
examined by a subcommittee, followed bv a personal interview with the entire statewide committee.
options for ratings are "well-qualified," "qualified" and "not qualified."
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According so NysBA guidelines, "qualified" applies to a candidare who, in the commitree,s
view' has demonstrated thc necessary qualihcations for the office, while ..well-qualified,,, 

is rescrved
for those who possess preeminent qualificuions, in the committee,s judgement.

The NYSBA has been evaluating Coun of Appeals candidates since 1967. Its recommendations
have closely guided the state's chief exeeutive since New york rnoved from electing court of Appeals
judges to the curent appointive system, roore trran 30 years ago.

The governor mu$ make his appci'intmint, from the commission,s list, by November 3, 2000.
The govcrnor's nominee, subject to confirrnation by the statc senate will fill the vacancy created when
senior Associate Judge Jose'ph w' Bellacosa term expired on september l. court of Appeals judges
serve l4'year terms, with a mandatory redrement age of 70.

The 67'000-member New York srate Bar Association is the officiar organization of lawyers in
New York and thc largest voluntary state bar associatiorr in the nation.

-30-

lfy!:ln lopy of NYSBA President Paul lvfichacl Hasserr's lener to Gov. pataki is available from ttreNYSBA Department of Media services and hrbric Affairs.
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