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Board of Overseers

The Nelson A R@kefeller lnstitute of Government, the public policy research am of the State

Unive6ity at New York is advised by a distinguished Board of Ove6eers. The Chanellor Nancy L.

Zimpher appoints the members of the Board plus advisory members from SUNY Central Administration

Alair Townsnd (lnterim Chair) is a @lumnist and former publisher of Crain's New Yok Business Ms

Townssd was a fomer govemor of the Ameri€n Stock Exchange. She serued as New York City's

deputy mayor for finance and e@nomic development from February 1985 to January 1989.

Carl Haydan (Chair Emritr3) is an attomey and fmer chaiman of the SUNY Board of Trustees.

Hayden was el@ted to the Nry York State Board of Regents in 1990 and was eleted chan€llor in

1995. He was named chan€llor emeritus of the Board of Regenls in April 2002 affeill2 ye8rs on the

Board

y/ Gerata aenlamin (Ssr.tary) is th€ associafe vi@ president for regimal engagement and diroctor of
The Benjamin Center at SUNY Nsw Paltz Dr. BenJamin also seryed as chair of the Department of
Politi€l Science and dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. He has written and commented

extensively on state and local govemment and regional governan@ with a special emphasis on Nil
York. He is also fomer direcior of NY State and Lml Studies at the Rockefeller lnstitute.

Doug Bauer is the executive director of the Clark Foundation. Mr Bauer was preyiously a senior yie
president with Rockefeller Philanthropy Adyisot a vice president at Goldman Sachs and president of
the Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund. He is also an adjunct fafllty member at the University of
Pennsylvania and The Business School of Columbia University.

Stephen Berger is the chairman and one of the founders of Odyssey lnvestment Partners, LLC. Prior
to joining Odyssey Partners rn 1993. he was exeutive vie president of GE Capital Corporation and

executive director of the Port Authority of Naw York and New Jersey. Mr Berger serued as chaiman of
the New York State Commission on Health Care Facilities in the 21st Century, executive director of the
New Yryk State Emergency Control Board for the City of N* Ydk and chaiman of the Board of the

Unfied States Rarlway Association

Donald Blinken serued as the U.S. ambassadorto Hungary from 1994 to 19€8. Ambassdor Blinken

was chairman of the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York, president of the Mark

Rothko Foundatim. president of the Brooklyn A€demy of Music, and serued on the Board of the New

York Public Library. He @-founded the investment and venture epitalfirm of E.M. Warbug, Pincus &

Co.

Mark Bodden is an adjunct faculty mmb€r at the \ hgntr Graduate School of Public Servrce at NYU

Previously, he seryed as the vi@ president and program drr@tor for the Rudin Foundations and

managing director of Binder and Binds. He. additionally, led the corporate giving program at Philip

Morris Companies (presently Altria) and has more than 15 years of public policy experience in

Vlibshington, D.C , and Albany. He is a fellow at the Public Affairs lnstitute in Washington and currently

serves on the Board of Philanthropy New York.

Richard Brodsky is a seniorfellow at Demos and NYU Mbgner. He previously serued '14 terms in the

New York State Assembly whse he chaired the Committee on Environmental Conservation and the

Committee on Corporations, Authorities, and Commissions.

John P. Cahill is an attomey at Chadboume & Parke LLP Mr Cahill previously serued as New York

Govemor George Pataki's Secretary and Chief of Staff and as the general counsel and then

commissioner of the state's Department of Envirmmental Conseryation. He was also a partrer in the

law firm of Plunkett & Jaffe.

Dall FoBythe is an adjunct professor of finane at NYU Wagner He previously held faculty Positions at

Columbia University, the Kennedy School at Haruard, the Sch@l of Public Affairs at Baruch College

(CUNY), and the University of Albany (when he was also a senior fellil at the Rockefeller lnstitute of
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Rockefeller Institute of Government

Government). Dr. Forsythe serued as the budget director for the State of Nw York and tor th€ N#
York City B@rd of EdGtion as well as the managing direclor in Lehman Broth€r's public finme
department.

Karin Goldmark is a @nsuttant on edu€tion policy. Ms. Goldmark previesly was the exeative
director for lw initiatives at the Nry York City Department of Edu€tion and was the exutive director

7elCollege Summrt New York. She was also vi€ president at the Nil York City Leadership A€demy.

V aenry u. Greenbsrg is a shareholder at Greenberg Traurig. LLP Mr. Greenberg prevrously seNed as

Counsel to fomsr New York State Attorney Gentral Andrew M. Cuomo, General Counsel for the New

York State Departmmt of Health, Counsl to the Lieutenant Govsnor of Nw York State, and an

Assistant US Attomey (AUSA) for th6 Nsthem District of Nw York.

Kathryn Haslanger is the chief executive offier oi the Jewish Associaiion Sfling the Aging. Ms.

Haslanger has serued previously as a senior vice president, community berefit aM exiernal affairs, of

the Visiting Nurse Seruie of Ns York and as vice president for heallh policy at the United Hospital

Fund. She was the deputy rcmmissioner al the Human Resources Administration in New Yo* City

Karl Rethomyer is interim dean of Rockefellor College of Public AffaiB and Policy al the University at
Albany. Dr Rethemeys's resetrch Intqests include wiel n6twqks, their impet m sial, politi€|,
and policy procsses, and the methods used to study such networks. Dr. Rethemeyer reeived his

doclorate in public policy from Haruard University's Kennedy Schml of Government. At the University at
Albany, he has also served as chair of the Department of Public Administration and Policy.

James R. Stellar is the University at Albany's senior vie president for a€demic affairs and provost.

Prior to joining the University at Albany, Dr Stellar served at Queens College of the City University of

New York as provost and vice president for academic afiairs and then as vie president for ac€demic
innovation and experistial edu€tion. Dr. Stellar is an academic psychologist and neurosciene
researcher Beftre joining CUNY he serued on the faculties of Northeastem UniveBity and Harvard

University, including Mplean Hospitalof Haruard Medical School.

Henry Louis Taylor, Jf., is the founding dir*ttr of lhe University at Buffalo Center ftr Urban Studies

and is a full professor in the Deparlment of Urban and Regional Plannrng in the School of Architecture
and Planning. Or Taylor is also thg coordinator of the departmmt's Cmmunity Development end
Urban Mffi gmst Specializalim

Cynthia Rivera Weisqblum is the president and CEO oi the Edwin Gould Foundation. Prior to joining

the Foundation, Ms. Rivera \ /eissblum served as CEO of Results Collaborative Group, Ltd., a

@nsulting fim dedi€ted to effectivs philflthrcpy and program development. She served as CEO of

Sponsors for Edu€tional Opportunity (SEO), one of New York City's first mentqing and college

preparalory programs for undsserved high school studenis and as director of the New York State

Mentoring Program.

Adviery Members

Elizaboth Bringsjorq (Advisory Member) is vi@ provost and vie chancellor for acdemic affairs at
the State University of Nil York. System Administration. Dc Bringsjord also served as inlerim provost

at SUNY As vice provost, she Ieads the office responsible for system-wide aedemic planning and

policy development, program revis and assessment, aM €mpus accreditation support. Dr Bringsjtrd
leads transfomational work undeMay across SUNY in the areas of ac€demic sxcellenc€, strategic

enrollment planning, mobility, diversity, toacher preparation, and more.

Alexander N. Cartwright (Advisory l{emberl is provost and exeutive vice chancellor of SUNY He is

the chief academic offher of the SUNY system. An internationally r@gnized researcher and scholar in

the area of opti€l sensors, Dr Canwright most rffintly serued as vi€ president for research and

emnomic development at the University at Bufialo and as acting executive director of the New York

State Center for Excellence in Bioinformatics and Life Sciences.

Jcon Lane (Advi$ry Member) is vie prcvost ior a€demis planning and stEtegic leade6hip and
senior associate vi€ chancellor for the State University of New York. Dr Lane is also an award-winning

scholar and expert in the emerging relationship betw€n higher edu€tim, policy and politi6, and

globalization. He is an associate professor at the Universily at Albany and a snior fellN at the

Rockefeller lnstitute.

t/vhen the Board of Overffirs ws established in 2013, Chancellor Nancy zimph€r mmented on ats

importance. 'SUNY is leading the nation on a broad range of research and policy issues, and the
Rekefeller lnstitute is the ideal orgEnizatim to guide our future endeavors and ensure thal New York

State remains at the forefront,' said Cha@llor Zimpher "As we @ntrn€ to educate students ftr 2'l st-

@ntury careeE, bring today's top research discoveries to market, and create and attract more jobs for

New York, tlp Board's insight will be a sitical @mponent of the siate's public policy agenda moving

foMard."

Board Chair Carl Hayden adCed, "As the public policy am of the Stale University of Nw York sinG
198'1, the RGkefells lctitute has beme a trusted resoure on tisel issues, edu€tion,
intergovernmental relations, health ere, and more. Wth this rich history as a foundatim, the

Rockefeller lnstitute is primed to play a larger role in infoming and shaping policy in New York and

throughout lhe nation, and we look foMard to getting started."
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