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December 5, 1995

Richard Liebson, Columnist
Gannett Suburban Newspapers
l- Gannett Drive
White Plains, New york t_0604

RE: Gannettrs follow-up to ttSea Starl
Dear Mr. Liebson:

This is to memorialize the content of our phone conversation--
concl-uded a short tirne ago.

After f identified myself and asked whether you had received. thephone message r had left for you yesterday, you confirmed thatyou had and stated: rrr rve been told that r can I t speak withyou.rr You then hung up the phone, sayj-ng 'thank youtr as r triedto ask who had given you such instruction.
within thirty seconds, r carred you again--and got your answering
machine on which r recited the foregoing content of oui
conversation.

For your information, irnrnediatety thereafter, f telephoned Milt
Hoffman--but got his answering machine. r left a messag,e
inquiring wheLher he knew anything about what you had said you
had been rrtordrr. r arso inquired whether he had passed on our
materials to Ken Paulson--as he prornised he woutd do when I spoke
to him l-ast Thursday at .tsea starrr when Gannett purported to bettfishinqtrfor story ideas. Among the materiars r gave Mr.
Hoffmanr was the brochure of the center for Judiciar
Accountability, rnc.--with encrosures--a copy of which r arso
gave you when r first introduced myserf to you at that time.

Arthough neither r, ny mother, nor the center are rnentioned inyour column yesterday about the rrsea Staril gathering, Ipersonally spoke with you for several minutes--as did rny mother.
You stated you knew nothing about the Center or about the loca]
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group from which. it grew, the Ninth Judicial committee, and youexpressed great interest in seeing documentary proof of the kindf described. This included proof tfratJur eiection faw chall-engeto the trading of judges in the Ninth Judicial District had be6ntorpedoed by judicial decisions that were factually fabricatedand violated- elementary adjudicatory standards and proof ofAndrew OrRourkers unfitness for the federal judgeship to-whicn hehad been nominated by president Bush.

You will' recall that you claimed to be entirely unav/are of ourdocumentary critigue, which exposed, to root, the seriousdeficiencies of the federal judiclal screening process--and. werepartj-eular1y skeptical about ny assertions th;t report of it hadbeen suppressed by Gannett.

As you know, I invited you for lunch or coffee at the Center'sheadguarters so that you could become acquainted with theimportant work we are doing and confirm-, by dispositivedocumentary proof, cannettrs deliberate ana mJliciou"
suppressi-on from of our ground-breaking activities.
You told me that r should calr you on Monday (December 4th) atabout LO:3O in the morning--and, somewhere between that time and1L:oo a.m. yesterday, r did cal-l you--leaving a message on your
answering machine.

That message you confirmed you had received at the outset of ouraforementioned brief and unsettling telephone conversation today.
should the foregoing recitation--as it relates to you--not
comport with your recolrection, please specify the respects inwhich it does not. unlike Gannett, we 

- try to be honest andaccurate in the work we do.

3LanQ€r.K-=9*=s^s'el4v'--

cc: Gannett editors and staff participating at its Lr/30/gsrrSea Starrr gathering:
Gayle Wil1iams, Readers' Editor
MiIt Hoffnan, Senior Editor
Nancy Blair, Local Editor
Mark Land, Business Editor
Frank Becerra, Jr., photographer
Leah Rae, reporter

Kenneth Paulson, Gannett Vice-President and Executive Editor

Coordinator
Accountability, fnc.


