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Democrats Flip Two County Executive Seats
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In Nassau Count!!, Laura Curran, a county legislator andfonner journalbt, declared uictory just before midnight otter JackMartins. Virent 'lulloJbr'I'|rc

Neu York Tinrcs

Democrats in Westchcster and Nassau Counties secured rictories on Tuesday in bitterly contested races for countv executive, contests that

were seen by some as suburban referendums on the presidencl, of Donald J. Trruttp.

In Westchester, where registeled l)emocrats outnumber Republicans by a two-to-one margin, George Latimer, a progressive Democratic state

serator, ousted the tn'o-temr Reptblican incunbent, Rob Astorino; Mr. lntimer led 57 percent to 43 percent lvith 75 percetrt of precincts

reporting.

Mr. Astorilo, who rvou statewide recognition after ir:r rursi:r'r'L''.111 r'halli'rg,' to Gov. Aldrew M. Cuomo in zol4, couceded iust before

midnight. "So the ballots Lrar-e been counted and it looks like we came up short," he said. "And that's O.K. We are blessed to live il a

democracy and lse respect the lvill ofthe voters."

ID Nassau County, rvirere registered Denocrats have onl1,a minor advautage over Republicans, Laura Cunan, a couu[-legislator aud former

joru]]alist, declared r,'ictory just before midnight over,Iack Martins, a fomrer state senator \vhose Degative depiction of Ms. Curran as a friend

of the gang MS-r3 may have rankled some voters.

issues like soaring property tl:xes, trartsportation or educatiou.
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Mr. Morti5. dformer state senator, depicted Ms. Cunan re afriend of the M!*$ gang, which may haue rankled some uoters. Johnny Milanofor The New

York Times

Mr. MartiDs had not yet conceded; with 99.6 percent of precincts counted, he trailed Ms. Curran, 51 perceDt to 48 percent'

In Westchester and Nassau, which hal'e among tJre highest property taxes in the coul1try, a Dewly energized electorate, with Denocratic

activists in particular, emerged as a force through postcard-writing campaigns and liviug-room fund-raisers' But it was the scene in

Washirgton, not White Plains or \4/estbury, that seemed to drive roters to the polls.

Many Democrats said they decided to get invoh-ed at the locai level as the bcst :ttiitr'1.'"r of resisting the Trrunp presidency. That movement

helpcrl overcome decarles ofhistory: In each county, only two Democrats hale held the office of county executive since t]le 193os.

,.Tonight, Nassau Counlr r.oted to end the culture of comption antl gir.e our couDty the fresh start it so desperately desen'es," Ms. Curran said

in her rictory speech.

Apart frorn the issues or attacks, political cousultants had predicted that the decisive factor in this 1'ear's election u'ould be turnout.

Historically, Repubiicans have done a betterjob ofuudging the partl'faithfttl to the polls in au "off' election year, one without a race for

governor or the presidelcy. But this time pror-ed differeut, as a deluge of mailings and local nervs col'erage made it all but impossible for

resideuts to ignore the contests for collnty executive.

for The New York Tintes

In some respects, \ls. ('urmrr ra1 as an underdog in Nassau, because of her lack ofname recognition in politics, having held just the county

ks
Rob Astorino. u

Kdrsten Moran
uho uas seeking hb third tem as Westchester county executiue. conceded shortly before midnight at the Oowne Plaza fu White Ploins' N.Y.
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legislatiye seat. By contrast, \1r- .1,Illtiu. sen ed as the mayor of the Village of Mineola for eight years before becomirg a state senator.

Still, Mr. Martins faced stiff hcadrinds resulting from forces rvithin his o\r,n party - both from the contentious record of Mr. Tmmp and the

scanflal engrlfing the cumeut coutrty executive, Edward P. Mangano, a Republican who decided uot to run for re-election after his inrlictrlle llt

on cormption charges.

Ultimately, the campaign in Nassau, while touching ol gang violence aud mnaway property taxes, centered on ethics.

Mr. Mangano ,has not the only one charged in rvhat prosecutors described as a bribery and kickback scheme. Mr. Mangano's wife, Linda, was

also indicted, along with the supen isor ofthe Town of Oyster Bay, John Venditto. Republicans u'ere shaken by the charges, rvhich followed

the comlptiou couriction last year of the former State Senate maiority leader, Dean G. Skelos, also of Nassau. (In September, a federal

appeals parrr.l olcfiur nt'11 Mr. Skelos's conliction.)

As a result, Mr. Martins had painted himself as something of an anti-corruption crusader during the campai,qn, calling for Mr. Mangano's

resignation and outlining out a nen- code ofethics for the county. "You need to pay more thau lip service to restoring public confidence in

government," Mr. Martins, a So-year-old father offour, had asserted before the election.
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George Lotimer, a progressiue Dentoa'attc state senotor, hadfaulted Mr. Astorino's handling of the county budget, accasing him offscal gimmickry.

Jonah Markowitz for The New York Times

Ms. Curran, 49, a former reporter for The Daily News and The New York Post, had sought to rlepict Mr. Martins as hailing from a cormpt

Republicau establishment. She pointed out that he attended a ftud-raiser hosted by Mr. Skelos - after his indictment - for the Senate

Republican Campaign Committee. Aud she had her owl ethics plan.

Westchester County has dodged the cormption investigations that in recent years har.e dominated politics on kng Islaud. But tlle ts'o

candidates for Westchester Countv executive managed to suggest scandals in each otlter's camp.

Initially, the race centered on discussion of property taxes, job growth and fiscal stewardship.

Mr. Astorino, 50, touted his creatiou of44,ooo jobs in the prirate sector and his reduction in the county tax lety during his eight I'ears iu

office. Mr. I-atimer, 63, faulted Mr. Astorino's handling of the county budget, accusing him of fisml gimmickry'. He also attacked Mr-

Astorino's positions on social issues, from immigration policies to his decision to allo*'a gun show at the county's exhibition center.

But as the election drew closer, the attacks grew personal. Mr. Astorino's teler4sion ads against Mr. l.atimer s€re supplemented by those ofa

PAC that reaped $t milliou from the conservative hedge fund billionaire Robert Mercer alld his daughter Rebekah.

Mr. Astorino made hay of the unpaid property taxes by Mr. l,atimer's wife, who is iu a dispute with a relative over a house in Rye. Records

show more than $4o,ooo in unpaid property taxes on the house. Mr. Latimer himselfbecame the object ofderisior, *ith reralations about

unpaid parking tickets tbat led to the loss ofhis car registration.

For his part, Mr. latimer exploited the federal cormption trial of Norman Seabrook, the former president of New York Cib/s correction

officers' union. In the trial, a witness testified that he had helped Mr. Astorino pay for a Rolex watch ralued between $7,ooo and S1o,ooo. Mr
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Astorino dispuied the testimony, but Mr. Ltrtimer's campaign aired advertisements that talked of "cash, bribes, even a Sro,ooo lvatch from a

conricted felon."
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