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Mr.  Jack Newf ie ld
The New York post
zLO Sou th  S t ree t
New York,  New york IOOO2

RE: l,AW DAy i-994

Dear Mr.  Newf ie ld :

This  le t ter  for - lows up our  br ie f  conversat ion ear l ier  today inwhich r  proposed,  for  ' r ,Aw--DAy, , . (May ls t )  th is  y ; ; ;  a  for row-upto your  f rTen worst  Judgesr f  ser ies in . t  appeared on Apr i r  26th,27t} : ,  and 28th last  year .

rn - ras t  yea r rs  Ap r i l  28 th  i ssue ,  t he  pos t r s  ed i to rs  re fe r red  tojudges as r r the.  rnost  powerfur- -ana unaccountabre--employees of  ourcr ipp led cour t  - -systern" ,  and iaent iT iea your  excerrent  three-pa r t  se r i es  as  I ' j us t  t he  beg inn ing . . . . t he  L ta r t i ng l ; f f  po in t  f o rthe Postrs push for reform i ir t tre 
-=t.t" 

juaiciaiv;; l

r n d e e d ,  y o u r  e x p o s e - - f g " g s i n g  o n  t h e  e c c e n t r i c i t i e s ,inappropriate behavior, and incoln-petl""" gf _ judges--expressry
in formed readers that  you stere "seeking to  hord [ the ind iv iduarjudges l  accoun tab le "  (4 /26 /93 ) ,  n " t i "g -€ha t :

xCurrent ly ,  i t  is  a lmost  impossib le  to  remove
{o r -  i ncompe tence  o r  p re jud i ce .  w ; ' ; ;  s tuck
dead  wood  on  the  bench .n -  1+ /2G/g3 )

The center  for  Judic ia t  Acgpuntabi t i ty - -an organizat ion whosename was insp. i . red by vour  T ine se i ies-- is  th ; -  =r"" "=.o,  to  agrass-roots  c i t izensr  group formed in  r -g8g under  the name theI 'Ninth Judic ia l  comni t tee" . -  ne i r raps 
-you 

are fami l iar  wi th  ouref for ts .  Last  Apr i r  28thr  w€ contactea 
. . r i rn-N.r" " ; - , i tn  i l ; ;  ; ; ;shared a by l ine on the ,worst  Judger  =" i i .= ,  f ; ; i ; ;  n in  copies oftwo le t ters  vre had-  wr i t ten to  iovernor  cuomo i ;  199r_.  Thosel-etters not o_lly cornplained about the ndead wood on the benchil--to  which we d i rect ry  at t r ibuted the cour t  cr is is ,  dS representedby growing backrogs,  par t icurar ly  in- lne apperrate cour ts_-butcar led upon the Governor  to  appoi ' t  a  speciar  prosecutor  to

a judge
with the
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invest igate the contaminat i .on of  judic iar  e lect ions in the NinthJudic iar  Distr ict  by party bosses ind the wholesal"  , , .o.r"r-uprr  bythe courts of  cr iminat iondu_ct by rawyers and si t t ing judges.such tcover-upr was meticu.rousry Jocumented by us in two
t;ffi";!!ir fira Dept.) and C.av .r. r'r,r'pnv

rn the event that  Mr.  Noran did not show you our faxed mater iar ,r  am transmit t ing i t  again--s ince iJ i= as rerevant today as i twas then. rndeed, in tne past year the content 
-oi  

the october24, 1991 ret ter  to Governor cuomo became_ the. exf tosive subject  ofour testimony at the senate_ -J^udiciary committe^e 
-p.rrri" 

hearingsin Albany ont september 7,  1993 in -pposi t ion to the Governorrsnominat ion of  Howard Levine to the c^ourt_ or appeais and, again,on December 15, 1993 when vre test i f  ied *  
- - ; i l ; - " i t ior ,  

to theGovernorrs nominat ion of  carmine cipi i i "x to " . i i - f i ighest court .E a c h  o f  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a r s  " u ' =  
-  

a  p a r t i c i l a n t  i n  t h epo l i t i c i za t ion  o f  the  jud ic ia ry  wh ich  the  oc tober  27 ,  t99 t  re t te rdescr ibed: Howard Levine si t t inq on i r t "  Apper late Div is ion,  ThirdDepartnent panel that decided and Carmineciparick, sitt ing as a member-- oF-EEL commission on Judiciarconduct,  in which capaci ty she received--but aisnissea withoutinves t iga t ion : - lhg  c6mpra in t  r " i  
- - io r tn ,  

in te r  a r ia ,  in  theOctober  24 ,  199 j .  Ie t te r .

we berieve you hrour.d bg performing a great service to the pubricthis.year by spotr ight ing a group, suth as ours,  which has beenworking--rerentress and i t  grg?t-  personar sacr i f ice-- to redressthe horrendous situation outri-r:g 6v your ,Ten l{orst Judgesrlser ies.  To da-te,  the only p"ul i " iav Lne center for  Judic iarAccountabir i ty has received wis in a becember 11, i_993 New yorkTimes'  p iece--a copy of  which r  encio"" .  (May r  point  out  thatthe three retters to the Governor referred uo €here'in incrude thetwo ret ters faxed to Mr.  Noran rast  yeir  ana refaxed now. )
we would be most preased to provide you copies of our forthrighttest imony before the senate. iudic iary-co*r i t tee i r r -aru.r ,y on thesubject  of  judic iar  co.rrupt ion ur, t  uf i " r1g,r  serect ion,  as wer l  asour correspondence with a host of government agencies andoff ices--which, notwithstanding thei i  oversight obr igat ions,  fa i rto take any act ion whatever--even in the face or documentaryevidence of  the most repursive "otr , rp l io,  imagi . iure.

rn that  connect ion,  r  part icurarry refer you to the post-scr ipt
(u t  -pp .  9 -10)  o f  the  oc tober  24 , '  199 i  re€ ter  to  co \ r " rno ,  cuomoin w_hich my rnother refers to the fact  that ,  os a resurt  of  herregar charrenge to the t rading "r  

-  
iuagesnip=- i ,  the NinthJudic iar  Distr ict ,  she had been retat iated against  by theApperlate Division, second Departrnent-wtrJEn, on .r"ie-ra , LggL,



suspended  h " I  l i cense  to  p rac t l ee  raw  , l - nmed ia te l y ,  Lnde f i n l t e t y ,and  uncond i t i ona l l y " .  such  "u "p .n r ton  o rde r - -n6w rn  fo rce  fo ra l n o s t  t h r e e .  y e a r s - - w a s  a c c o m p l l s h e d  " i t n o . r t  a  p r e n a r yproceeding,  wi th  no not ice of  wr i t ten charges,  po hear ingr  , 'oev ident iary  f ind ings,  and u i th"" t ; ; ; ; ' "  s ta tement  of  reasons inthe suspension o ider  lgssr f ' - -a11 contrary  t ;  the expl ic i tr e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  A p p e l l a t e  o i v i s i o n  i =  o v / n  R u I e s .Notwi thstanding contro l l ing-  brack-ret ter  1aw of  the cour t  o fAppeals  mandat ing vacatur ,  
! ! "  apper ia te Div is ion has,  wi thoutreasons,  re fused to vacate_ 
lne guipension " raei - ' " "a ,  r ikewise,wi thout  reasons,  has refused to d i re l t  

-a  
post -suspension hear ing.

As a resul t ,  there is  now pending before the cour t  o f  Appeals ,  ona mot ion for  appear  aFoi  r ighf , - i - io=t  ext raord inary case inwhich the Apperr l te  Div is ion,  seeond Depar t rnent  is  be ing sued inan Ar t ic le  7B -proceeding.  nnt i t *
Manqano.  et  a l . ,  hy mother . rs  @ cour t  submiss ionscharge the Appel rate Div is ion,  secbnd oepar tment  , i tn  us ing i tsjud ic iar  power for  ur ter ior  and retar ia tory  purposes to  s i rencer r w h i s t r e - b l 0 w i n g '  

. l a w y e r s .  . f  o r  s p e a k i n g  o u t  a g a i n s t -  t h epo l i t i c i za t i on  o r .  t he  
- j ua i c i i r y .  - - ! o  

as  to  enabre  you  torecognize the ser iousnes-s of  wrr i t  is  be ing u i r "g"d,  r  encrosepages  5 -8  o f  
l " r  a t t o rney ' s  March  L4 ,  t ggq  sub r i i ss ion  to  theCour t  o f  Appea ls .

we hope youtr l  agree that  a  s tory  about  the center  for  Judic ia lAccountabi l i ty  and the fa te of  ' ' iua i " iJ  whis t le-ut lwers, '  in  th isstate wourd be an especia l ly  i .p" i i i " i -contr inut ion- io  , , r ,Aw DAyr .
we look forward to  hear ing.  f rom you soon and shar ing wi th  youour  weal th  of  docurnentary ml ter ia t  l
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Yours  fo r  a  qua l i t y  jud ic ia ry ,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l  Accountabi l i ty

Enc losu res :
(a )  Fax  sen t  l as t  yea r  t o  J im  No lan
(b) NYT, L2/Li,/93-, rfA Meeting 

-witr, 
cuomo Brings out theCr i t i cs t t

( c )  pp .  5 -B  o f  3 / r , 4 /94  submiss ion  to  cou r t  o f  Appears ,


