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CJA NEWS FLASH - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . 10/28/96

Making Judicial Reform an Issue in the Remaining Days of
the 1996 Presidential Campaign

The issue ofjudicial reform is one of profound and transcending public importance. Yet, it has not

surfaced in the Presidential and other races. This is for the simple reason that both major parties are in collusion

on this issue. For years, they have been in complicity so as to perpetuate judicial nominating and discipline

processes which have become comrpt and dysfunctional. As a result: (a) President Clinton, on the joint

recommendation of Senator from both parties, has, for purely political reasons, nominated unqualified candidates

to lifetime federal judgeships, and such nominees have been confirmed in the face of documented evidence of

unfitness for the exalted life time positions for which they have been presidentially nominated, and (b) state and

local judicial candidates are commonly unopposed by agreement resting on bi-partisan dealmaking.

The Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA), a national, non-partisan, non-profit, organization with

members in 23 states, has been working to improve our judiciary on national state and local levels. It has an

archive of materials, including case studies and other empirical data, documenting that the processes ofjudicial

selection and discipline have been comrpted by political influence, and that the public atlarge is unprotected

from incompetent, dishonest, and abusive judges. Most recently, CJA provided documentation to the U.S. Senate

Judiciary Committee, then considering confirmation of one of President Clinton's nominees to a federal

judgeship in the northern district of New York. The documentation was offered to substantiate the unfitness of

such nominee, Lawrence Kahn. In 1990, Lawrence Kahn as a New York State Supreme Court judge sitting in

Albany, New York was responsible for the dismissal of the constitutional challenge to a bipartisan, three-year

judicial cross-endorsement deal, resulting in the trading of seven judgeships that was implemented at judicial

nominating conventions conducted in violation of New York's Election law. A copy of the deal, which was the

subject of the lawsuit, Castracan v. Colavita et al., brought in Albany County, New York, under Index # 6056190,

is attached.
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The Senate Judiciary Committee refused to conduct any investigation, shut off CJA's effort to present

oral testimony at the perfunctory public confirmation hearing, and voted to confirm the nominee before

expiration of the deadline for written submissions.

President Clinton, personally and through the Justice Department, is aware of CJA's intensive work in the

area ofjudicial selection, but has disregarded its important research and recommendations in the public interest.

These include a moratorium on all further federal judicial appointments until hearings are held to investigate the

evidentiary proof that essential pre and post-nomination screening of nominees for lifetime federal court

judgeships is not taking place.

Contact CJA at its e-mail address - judgewatch@aol.com - for further information and discussion of this

issue.



1989 THREE- Y"EAR JUDGE TRADING DEAL FoR SE\IEN
JUDGESHIPS IN THE NINTH JUDICI.{L DISTRICT OF
NEW YORK STATE*

In lurtjrcrericc of a mulurl htcrcsl lo promctc a ncn-pa,.iisan
jrrdicie,T'ppulcrcd by lrrrl'm rriuh rgrjvcrsrlry acihimcd lirigrricn sulls,
unblcmishcd rcputatio'u lor charactcr and judicicr rcmpc;a-ncnr and
disting.risbed civic c:"iccrs, and to cnablc sin'Lng judgcs of unr'r.ersally
ccclrirncd mcrit ro ai'tain rc-clcction lo thcir judjcirj olficc r.i$out r-hc
ned lo- pertr'cipare in 'a 

pariswr conrcst, t-hc \vcstchcsrcr counry
(R'publier) (D''*'ri:) coroir'r're joiru r.ir-h u\c wcsLchcslcr courry
(R cp u b I ic rn) (Dcmoc;c tic) Comnl'fl ct I o R cs ol r c:

That for thc Gcncrrl Elccrion of 19g9, trc hcrcby,plcdgc our
supporl, codorsc and nominrtc suprcmc court Juticc Jos.ph Jiudicc, .

suprcnc cotnt Justicc samucl G. Frcdman ard AJbcrt J. Ema:ruclli, Esq. .

of wlu'c Plains, Nav York for clcction lo r.r\c supicmc court of r-hc statt
of Nc\v Yodq Nin6 Jucciaj Disti4 a'rd ro celr upon and obrain fiom our
cor:,rtcipr,1s in RalJr,d, ola.rge, D.rtchess e-rd pub:arn Counlies similar
lcsolutions; and

For t-hi gcnc;l cledon of 1990, c.ssurning Lhat drc t-hcn Jrstirc
/'Jbcrt J. F-'raruclli rrill rcsign 6om urc suprcmc coun Bcnch lo nLa lor' Surrogrtc of Wcstcbcsicr Counly aod L\crcby .,cclc a 

'acarqy 
in uhc

-(uprc;:-,c Courq Nirr-h Judicid Disb-ict to bc 6llC in r,\c l99C gcncral
clcclion, r'c hcrcby p.t'c/gc our support, cncorsc and non.r,.r;rc -o*ty
courr -l'rdgc Francis A. irticold as our cr-ncjc;rc for t-hc suprc,irc court
\'3crncy ci'cried by -iui3c Errr'ruelij's rcsiz.rdoq and to call i;on a.nd
obrui 5on our coLurbGz,rs in RxlJg d, Or--.,ac, Dutchcss .-rc F,.:nan
cc'.n5cs ,-eclubons ard c:.,ruat'f,ncrls i.:c zup;r,ri Judge Fla.ricis A. Nicoiai
as tLrcir c-r::d:dzre to !il ibc lrcrfl' crczid by --r!.c rcsigratior of .Iucsc
Er:ca.r:ucili; a.nd r'c l,c:eby picjgc c.,:r _.ut,;riq cndorsc a_;ld r:onilaic
/)}-fi l. E:--zr':u:llt as c .- c:rjd:lc for \\tcstrl,esier Cour| Si;clric in
t-\c I 990 ?c)crel elzt:r-:t.

Fr,r ,ttc gcnerJ :',t<ion of 1991,.,ic l.crcb,v p'tclgc o,.u sr:,iort,
ei-t-r r:,/. r,orri-r'i'.2 Jc/3c J. Ei"r,-;rrt !,I.ar.yi",,/./*.::1,:;-.-;sf ztir,c -'lrCgc of
t-l-'c Ciiy Co'-:..;t of '{c:.}:crs, lor clctticn lc L\c Cori.r} Ccrr of
'i:/c 

s l c li': : 1c r Cou:, !' l o li:i *,c \'!cl.,-r' :.r, l ic i; : i cc' ic';c c i c -. l c:,:;, 1\c

elccrion of Judgc Francis L. i.licotai to 6e Supreme Courr ancl Judgc
Adricnnc HoFnann Scancuctli, Adminl<r;ivc Judgc of t-hc Famjly Court,
Wcslchcst:r Cou,rly, lor rc-clection lo L\c Fa,nil,v Ccurt, Wcslchester
Coruy; and

:

To rcquirc cach olthe abovc.na:ie d persons lo pledge t-hc!, oncc
norninrtcd for t-hc statcd judicial officc by botl of tl:c mrjor political
partjcs, hc or shc rrill rc&ain Fom parti-<an polilical cndorscmcnLs during
tlc cnsuhg clection campaign and, the:'cafier, rrill provide cqual acccss
and considcration, if any, lo lhc recor,rricndrtion of t-he lecdcrs of cach
major politiccl parly in conncction rriLh propcscd judicial appoinbncnls.

Wc arc resolvcd and agrecd i-hrt dlc forcgo'trg Rcsolution and
plcdgcs arc intcndcd to and shrll bc bi-oding upon t}c rcspcctir.c
Comnriflccs of Lhc hvo major potiticd pa.r'tics during Lhc ycars 1939, l99O
and I99l and shall not bc affcctcd by e"r1'acLion or propos:d acdon or
court mcrgcr or court unificatjon. .

* This u'ritten deal was the subject of the ground-breaking lawsuit
of Castracan v. Colat,ita broughtpro bono by Doris L. Sassower
(present Director of the Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.)
in the Nerv York State Suprerne Courl of Albany County under
Index No. 6056/90. It4r. Colavita was ar that tinre Chainnan of the
Westchester County Republican Party and fonner Chainran of the
Nerv York State Republican Parly.


