
Crrwrn p, Jvorcnt Accornrrnnrlrry, Nc.
P.O. Box 69, Gednqt Stdion
White Plains, New York 10605-0069

Elcna Ruth Sassowr, Coordindor

TeL (914) 421-1200
Fax (914) 428-4994

E-MaiL judgordch@olcom
Web site: wttwjudgMch.org

BY FAX:212-556-3717
2pages l0:30 a.m.

To:

From:

Date:

RE:

The New York Times, Metro Desk
ATT: Joyce Purnick, Jerry Gray, etc.

Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator

February 5, 1998

Andrew O'Rourke waiver

rf\fr'P' +
5&w,'(o

Following up our fur ftom Monday, which enclosed Ciannett's llSllgS editorial on the O'Rourke
waiver, "Governor Should Explain Double Dip", enclosed is today's Daily News editorial,"O'Rourke's Porlf' . From our reading of Section 2l I of the Retirement and Social Security Law,
there's no "loophole". The lawhas been BROKEN by the Office of Court Adminstration in granting
the waiver. This is why CJA - by its January 30th letter to OCA head Jonathan Lippman - called for
the waiver to be reconsidered, rescinded, and for there to be an investigation of OCA counsel.

A copy of that January 3fttr letter, including Section 2l I as an exhibit, was enclosed with our Monday
fax.

Please be sure that these materials are passed on to the Times editorial board so that when, belatedly
an editorial does appear, it can accurately present the law -- unlike the editorials of both the Daily
Nenn and Crannett. Needless to say, such editorial should JOIN in CJA's request that -- based
on the law -- the waiver be reconsidered, rescinded, and investigated.
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O,Rourke's pork ,
People ivho so into pull ic serviee rike to say they do it to heroothers' But in ihe easi of rornrer westchestei couirty Executiveturdrew ' 'Rourke,.it.seemi't" ' i l"v. been to herp himself.*'ren he retired tast mtnln tL u""oni;;'di.; of craimsjudge after l5 years as c:ourrty executive, o,Rourke began cor_lecting a $1r3.000j^ula,y ";';p;i;.1 tdil,dOiiil,ilion. And hetook a truekload "f fr";id;;;.Te*rlly paid toiuv.taxpayers.o'Rourke's qree.d tras niuJu r,iir *t9"o.9,#;!;;'i;r rerormingtwo laws, on" in +rb"ry;;;;;;;iier in wesrchester.Chense l: Stdre lr* Jr"riiuiti rnost gou"rn*int emptoyesfrom eolleeting bo.th a ;;;r-;";nd a salary. But Gov. patakiused a loophore in the stite n"tir"."nt ano soci"lbecuritv Liwto ask for a waiver so o'Rouit" .Jirro ;"li;;hi;-ne-w satarv anah ilpens i on. The wa ir. " ioo ptri L"*urt be cl osed.change 2 : B road i nteryr;Aii;; ;a;-w;rt""rr!r-i.. c ou nty thwiutended to let d.p.*li* ;ffi;iri,.kg9p mementos also allowsthe m to p u re ha.u irr" iibh. " r,ir"i.r, if,ei;"i'li6r,iiu a ir"ou nts.o'Rourke took a fax machi;;, b** rampl, *rri,iiGtes, suup-tuous teather chlirs, a,eni-ii,r"Ll ano llililil;;rems orisi_na-lly bought by taxpay"*. frp"iJ only.g5,0?8, a fraetion of thevetue. And the money came "ot r-m iiil.i*ri.p?lf,t, but rromca--n pa i gn con tri bu to is. pre tW ;L;-qy.westehester legisrato* i*"" it-io'tixp"yerc to erari& the lawto ber orlieiars fdg piil;liGirii# tn"y erit or'ce. In tJre ,oean-time, O'Rourke eao j"vqilisljpirGti"n 

bygiviBback one of hisyfi ffffffi ;ol il. "nl es a nd * * "iq, tt ; . ffi;b;t- r!,, u_p_ !o,.*"nt, o*;";;i9?"i13"'$ffi nin' t' " uuail"t*a pu6ri.
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