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$pencerComplaint nii{hlighted By llartinelliNewspapers In 2000 - llelped Pirru Defeat
We take  you  back  to  2003 .  John  Spencer

was  f i n i sh ing  h i s  second  te rm as  Mayor  o f
Yonkers,  and was lashing out  a t  tJ :e  powers
tha t  be  i n  h i s  own  Repub l i can  pa r t y .  A l so  i n
2003,  Ralph Mart ine l l i  was warr ing wi th
Repub l i cans  i n  l eade rsh ip ,  espec ia l l y  Tom
Doher t y  and  J imCavanaugh  in  E  as tches te r .

I n  t he  summer  o f  2003 ,  Spencer  f i l ed  a
bombshe l l  1S-page  comp la in t  t o  A t to rney
G e n e r a l  E l i o t  S p i t z e r  c a l l i n g  f o r  a n
inves t i ga t i on  i n to  "e lec t i on  f raud ,  pub l i c
c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  a b u s e  o f  p o w e r  i n
WestchesterCounty.  "

R a l p h  M a r t i n e l l i  p r o u d l y  p r i n t e d
Spencer ' s  comp la in t  on  the  f ron t  pages .  Th i s
was  Spencer  a t  h i s  bes t ,  pu l l i ng  no  punches
and le t t ing the ch ips fa l l  where they may.
Spencer ' s  comp la in t  de ta i l ed  the  E lec t i on
Fraud  case  o f  2000  i nvo l v ing  Denn is  Wedra
andAn thony  Mangone .

I t  a l so  a l l eged  a  non -aggress ion  pac t
be tween  Repub l i cans  and  Democra ts  i n
2 0 0 1 ,  a n d  t h e n  W e s t c h e s t e r  D i s t r i c t
A t t o r n e y  J e a n i n e  P i r r o ' s  r e f  u s  a l  t o
p rosecu te  po l i t i ca l  co r rup t i on .  "  No  genu ine

po l i t i ca l  co r rup t i on  i s  i nves t i ga ted  by  the
W e s t c h e s t e r  D . A . , ' !  w r o t e  S p e n c e r .  " S h e

u s e s  h e r  i m m e n s e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  p o w e r s . . . t o
p u n i s h  h e r e n e m i e s .  "

Now we  move  on  to  the  recen t  e lec t i on  o f
2006 .  P i r ro  was  runn ing  fo r  A t to rney  Genera l
a g a i n s t  A n d r e w  C u o m o ,  a n d  C u o m o  u s e d
the  Spencer  comp la in t  as  ano the r  examp le  o f
q r res t i ons  abou t  P i r ro ' s  i n teg r i t y .  "Th i s  i s  a
v e r y  s e r i o u s  a c c u s a t i o n , ' l  s a i d  C u o m o ,  w h o
t r i ed  to  make  i t  seem tha t  P i r ro  was  s t i l l  t he
sub jec t  o f  an  i nves t i ga t i on  by  the  A t to rney
Genera l  t h ree  yea rs  l a te r .

Wh i l e  the  A t to rney  Genera l ' s  o f f i ce  sa id
t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  w a s  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r
i nves t i ga t i on  based  on  Spencer  comp la in t ,
i t  obv ious  tha t  t hey  neve r  d id ,  and  w i l l  neve r
d o  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t S p e n c e r ' s  c o m p l a i n t .

The  New York  Sun  ran  a  s to ry  abou t
S p e n c e r ' s  c o m p l a i n t ,  a n d  t h e  P i r r o - C u o m o
e lec t i on ,  wh ich  was  p i cked  up  by  the  New
Y o r k T i m e s

Wh i le  P i r ro  c la in red  tha t  she  was  unaware
o f  S p e n c e r ' s  c o m p l a i n t ,  o n e  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s
took  he r  t o  task .  E lena  Sassower ,  D i tec to r  o f

the Center for  Judic ia lAccountabi l i ty ,  wrote
that  P i r ro  "  could not  have been, ,unaware of
the  repo r t  as  i t  was  p r i n ted ,  IN  FULL ,  i n  t he
Ju ly  24 ,  2003  i ssue  o f  The  Wes tches te r
Crusader  (and  a l l  g  papers  ) , beg inn ing  on the
FRONT PAGE under  the banner  heading
"Mayor  Spencer  Ca l l s  f o r  I nves t i ga t i on  i n
Wes tches te r " ,  wh ich  pub l i c l y  endorsed  i t s
i nves t i ga t i on .  "

Sassower  ca l l ed  on  us  to  h igh l i gh t  " you r  i t s
cou rageous  repo r t i ng  on  abuses  o f  power
and  co r rup t i on .  "

We thank S as sower for  her  k inds words and
take  c red i t  f o r  Ra lph  Mar t i ne l l i ,  who  ca l l ed
the At torney Genera l 's  o f f ice t ime and again
abou t  t he  comp la in t ,  wh ich  was  p robab ly
thrown in  the (7arbage,  and wrote two
fo l l ow-up  s to r i es  i n  2004 .

R a l p h  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  h a P P Y  t h a t
S p e n c e r ' s  r e p o r t ,  a n d  h i s  n e w s p a p e r s
cove  rage ,  he lped  de fe  a t  Jean ine  P i r ro .

Spencer ' s  en t i re  comp la in t ,  and  a l l  t h ree
Mar t i ne l l i  Pub l i ca t i on  s to r i es ,  can  be  found
on  the  CJA webs  i t e  :  www.  j udgewa tch .  o rg .


