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The Notiou. wI
who r&nin him ftrhir willingncs to &S 0re wtriF establish_
neDt Likc*'ise, fon come of his mo$ vociferoru critics, nothing
hc codd say nov on the Brawley rnatler will cvcr convhrce treri
he u aoything brn a c,barlatarr. Bct\ilEcn thoss €xberlcs, honrcvct,
arc countless potentid $pporcrs who qould uclcome s princi_

plod attanpt by Sharpton to coufront his past. ln thc abrcnce of
such a rcckoning, he wilt ttmein e formidtblc politicd forcc but
a largrly black plrnomcnor. With it, bo*rrror, his firhre tskes on ,
new possibilities. If trc meets the chnllccrge, pahape orrc day it
will be said: Iou won, Sharpton, ),or. :yt.rtn. r

PRAISING ITS COVERAGE, NOT CRITICIZING IT, IS THE BEST ROUTE TO GETTING PUBLISHED.

a
Pg
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ofArlacchit vrort, Nor did it gueution his high_
ly dcbrtrble anphrsis on lav e,nforccrnent rs thc
best rlcy to fitht trc wddb dnrg problsm. Fron
stnt !o finish, thc article rced like r prfipiece.

Irritatcd, I rat fuum to write r letter to the
editor, To increase its chences ofgetting pub-
hshed, I didnot meationmy s€nse thulhcrrticlc
uas excessiwly flafiering toard Arhcchi. Nor
did I refer to its lrck ofbalrnce or rbseace of

! historical dcpth. The only hint of criticism I al-
E lowed wm to call the piece a,tosy occouil,'of

Arlacchib efforts, Othcnvisc, I simply dcscribed my own view
that, based or thc long history of globel antidrug cffor.ts, Arlacchi I
campaign was doomcd to fail.

I e.mailcd thc lcttcr to thc ?izrar-and heard rrothing back.
Nothing unusual therc. Only a smsll portion of thc lcttrs scnt
to lhe llnes rctudly gct publishcd. Two wcks latcr, howwcr,
the ?Tnas ran another letter, cmmcotingon u articlo about US
antidrug efforts in Colombir, tbat madc many ofthc romo points
I hed mrde in mine. Uulike ury lctter, honrcvcr, this onc con.
teined no criticism ofthe ?Irtes'r covcrlge; ind.rdL it rimply rc-
counted the unitcr's orvn viewr, Which mlds mc cDndcr: Wtl
it my inclusion of rhc word ,bosy,, with its gsatle cbiding of trc
?lnes, thrt kcpt my lcttcr ftom boing pdntcd?

Curious, I begn ccrutinizirU thc llllrar lctrcrs pr3c. Whilc cdi.
torirls ild Op-Ed picccs rlElc wrnGtihcs criticir4 ncf,,s uticlcs
almost nsvsr wEr€. or/cn dr€htrngf, letcrs abqS ncwr dorier
conveyod thc writcr's ovm visws rbout the subject in guestion,
rtdrcr thsn chellcaged the wry the ?Ines had covcrrd it Urty of
the lettecs begrn with r blrnd "Rt," follou/ed by tbo tirle of the
articlc, Sllourcdby r srunrnrry of6c uder! thougbts about thc
subject at hand, 'Rc 'Easc Up, Top CollegsoTell ShencdAppli-
canh' (frout page. f)cc. 7)J' a Onicrl lc0ct beg[n. "I do nd hrc-
see oollegc rpplicentt bcug lc$ Gr!$od r$y timc rmlr. Society,
orpccidly in thc Northcrs! rcinfqccr &c idct 6ar gcring into e
top collogc ic trc only wsy to bc nrocorrful. . ...

Survcying tho lcur poge &ring thc Eontb of Docobcr, I
found no morc thaal bdf-doaat lcacrr tht could bc coadd.rtd
qwn rcmot€ly criticrl of tha tlmert corcngc, md even thoy
wprp uorded ro dclicdrty ttlt it *trot d dl clcrr tbc prper ww
bciry critioizcd. *The rrticlc .T*ting thc Agsncy Sd,tiilo ln a
Tbst Bsn Err'(Nor 2t) prcscotr ru inoo4lote picrrc of uuclcr-
cxplocion torting in nruiniqg lhc Uaited Strtss rr*rral,, bcgrn

I

Times Letters[Jnfit to Print
rtc[r[I. rlssttS

! bc &-aaa9 YorkTirus\ lescrs page hrs r tpp-

I ution for bcing thc ndiout liveliest. Hcre

I appcu bnef but bceutifully cnftcd com-

I mentaricc fron top govcrnncrt offrciak,
I diplomets, rcholur, res€archert, lawyers,

physicianc, cducatott and, of couree, wcryday
rcadert, ofering 6cir insights oa 6e grcat issurs
of thc dcy. Thc onc thing you won't find hcrc,
howevcr, is cubrtrntivc qriticism ofthc Tirrss
itsclf. For dl the rppcarance ofdebate and con-
tention on this page, it scldom featrues lettcrs
challenging thc wey thc lim€r cowrs the news. Itr real purpos€,
in fact, s€ems to bc to shicld thc paperb rcporters and cditors
from any outside rcproacb.

My enlightcruncot on this point came in mid-Nwembcr, whorr
thc Timcs rart an articlc heedlincd .ltrliarr Sociologistb Goal:
Make Opirrn Farming Flde Into History." The piece described ths
cffortc of Pino Arhcchi, the Unitcd Nrtionc'top entinrrcotics
official, to strmp out opiumproduction inAfghenista$ md sur-
tounding nrtionc. 'Afghrnistan is nou' thc worldb trgeet pro-
duccr ofopium," drc anicle ct8tcd. ,lf pinoAdepchi hes enythirU
to do wirh it, honyver, opiun shorld bccome es much pan of his-
tory inAfghrnistrn rs it now ir in Thrilrnd which ir g.rtting lr:rdy
to open e tnuscum of opium.'Arlacchi wes attempting to sc-
complish Ois, tho piccc noad, by sating up e 300,pcnon anri.
drug unit in ncighboring Tsjikisttn o seizc drugs corning out of
Afghsni$sn md by lobbying Westcm goveffirnents to Eive the
lblibsn gry€mmcnt rssistrnce so thet it could compensatc frrm-
erc who rtop prodrrciug opium (the rcw material for hcroin).

Overall, thc rrticlc providod I v€ry optirnistic cccoutt of
Arlacchi! cfrorts, lcnring thc impresrion thrt if orrly the Wcst
coopcratcd wi0r him, opiun pr,oduc{ion in Southwcst Aeia could
bo climiruted oncc rnd fm rll.

Stre, I tbought. Barod on lean of research I <lid for a book
rbout US &ug policy, I har ofperiodic cnrsedes to slimimt€ ttp
Asirn opium tradc, aone of which cn&d succceefully. W[cawer
one-tourcr? of uryplia uns wipcd oug rnotlrcr quickly gmctged.
Ar long u tbcrrl r &mud for dnrgr, hirtory rlrcw3, rqrncon€
uill find s wty !o uupply it, No suStiwtion of this appoarod in
tho Tlaes uticle, hos'gracr. It citod rc iadepcodcnt Esscs$nerrts

Michd Malr/1ry- e wnMrry diw of CJR 1/ric Cohnnbir Jarmeliur
Ra/iar/, it tk wthor of Thc Fi*, a study of US dary poli€y.



A4/82/2881 8L :2?  212489*  13 FAGE 65
- _ � . J r - v - . r . , , r * - - .  

1  { .  _ i r ! - - _ ,  - [

Aril $, mI Tho Noilon. r z l

r lcttcrpubligh€du Dccanber 5. Anodra, rppearing on Dsosm_
bcr E, begru,'YoruDoc, 3 Font-prge rnicb rbout thc rhortcrr-
ing ofRursim lirrr rnd dccline in livc birrhs (.furAiling Rusria
Uvcr r Tougi Life Ttar! Ofiing Sborter,) did not mcotio{ Nn
importaat fsctor...."

Even thcsc mild critiqua wrt grcesly outrumbcrod by lettets
pnicing thc lirras for its covcragc. Some exrmplcr:"'Oftcr\ hrolc ls OnG Stop on the Wry Back to hison'(front
page, No,. 29) is a wale-up cdl for thosc wtro fcel that thc best
$/syP dcd withpeople who connrit crimes is to putthcm ouEi&
ow field of vision...."

"Your Dec. 3 front-page rrticle about the decliac arrd fall
of Prosidsnt Albcrro K. Fujimori of peru was terirying cnd
illuminatiag..,."

"'Nsr(t Stop, Dcsscrt Strsst Theater Movo Onto the Sub_
wdy' (Arb paips, Dcc. I l) rcminded me of how delighttut cx.
pericncing'rurdcrgourd' ut csd bc....'
. 

"Rc 'For "N6v Dan€s," Diffcrarccr Create a Dividc'(front
page, Dec, lt): I wes trrly moved by the story of Bunyrmin
Simsek ead tho frilruc of bis rrnaged mariagc. . . .',

Overall, from readrng thc ?ilrles lcter pag€, on€ gats dre in-
pression thet mort readen rre deeply setisficd wittr*cvcn grate-
fut fot-the prpcrb ncwr cqvange,

TItc lcttcn peges at other top aavspaper$, urfulc not exectly dc-
bating societies, do allow resdcrs considcrably more leeway. The
lctters in he Well Stt€ct ..lowrul cznbe quite barbed. For example:"May I suggpst that ;oru Dec, E page-one anicle about p&Gb
cffort to creaie a tampon markct outsidc thc U.S. shained the

boundaries of polia pubric dircorrrse? wharevcr the businccs
mcrit of thc informrtiorr, ronrcat prirerc FrB were cditorially
relegrrcd to thc bqcic stsfi,' ofrrr animrl ssicocc clarc dircussioni'
- 

"Fotr tomc rcrsql )lou tem to lwl to nrn scary rirlinc rtoricc.
Laet ycar you tied to cmviqce tbe puHic rhat rir_trrfiic co,n,
go]lGn.mdry many rcrior nirhfss. Bcfoe thit, )ou srid ol&r
DC-g aircrsfr could bc rhngeroru. Norr lcr rfirck CE CF-6 dr-
9raft engncs u ftightfrrlly dary!ruus (prgc onc, Jan 2). Deeper
in trc story, yvu aclsrotr'lodgc trrt beaingc cnginc.,vould fly
30 r,cun befqre ruffedng a $htdon/q rnd."ito, Ur, rhutdovyn
might oot leed to fiutcr cmpticdions. you t&s r handfirt of in-
cidcnE snd pnint th€ uihole rirtino indruty rs dangemts. !Vhy?,

tu4 fr,om tlrcWashhgton fost:'Shame on Ttp Fost for insauitiw sensdionatiam in rcfcrring
9 R9b.t Dw'ney Jr. [Srylq Nov. 2[ as a .3S pu old rr*lra-
dict,'Wert Mr. Dfimcy sutreting from opitcpryor asthma uould
The Post hsve csllcd him r 35-par old .rcorlcpitoptic'or ,actor/
rrthmatic'? Addiction ir r dircrsc. prrs'ticc oonrpossiorr....'

_ 
"Regerding the rrticle ,On BnzilianTV rn Unhcrltlty Dose

of "Reatity"?'[Style, Dec. l5J: Did Srcphen Buckley reel} hw
to grve a blow-by-blow (litcolb) dcgcripdon ofrhe honific child
cbusc that was shown on a Brazilien TV sation? Hir dcrcription
is as bsd BE tbe TV satioo that airsd it end ir the lourcct form of
tabloid joumalicm. Did any of yorr higher-upr rcad thic rrticle?"

In addition, the Perr has an ombudsman who follors up on
lcrders'complaints rnd repons his findings on thc OpEd page.
Thc current ombudsman, Michlcl Oetler, has been io strarpty
criticel of thc papcr that some rcportsrs havc howlcd in protest,

I

t'Eloquent 
outrage ." -**brtrincs Book Rd,icw

YOU READ IT FIRST IN THE NATION

NOW II{ ETPERgAO( FROM THE NATIONAL BooK AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF SAYAGE INEQUAUNES

"Deep l ymov ing . . . . "
-Washingun Pott Book World

'Heartbreakingly beautiful. "

-Frcderick Buechner

'Poetic and powerfr.rl . . . ."
-Marian Wright Edehnen

'A magnificent gift to us all.'
-Gwendolyn Brooks

milnr lmnfimflst
CUta4 t. |1. tu./ rts



A 4 / 6 2 / 2 6 8 1  8 L : 2 8 2T24E9ETL3 SOMER PAGE A1

The Ttnar offcn no such outlct. Even concerning its coveragc of
Wen Ho [,cc, which gcocratsd so much controverey, thc ptper
did not nur a surgle critical lettet. "Re 'Nuctcrr Scientist $et Frpc
After Plea in Secets Cecc; Judge Attecks U.S- Conduct' (fronr
pagc, $cpt, l4)," began r tlpicdly blsnd sub'rnisgion. "The Wen
Ho Lee cEse raises some troubling questions,..." Only aftcr the
Iiraes ran ia orvn lengthy tneo aipa in luc Scptcrnbcr did it allo*,
a few notes ofprotcst to cr€c? onto its lcttcrs pagc.

The utc pufpo$c of thrrt page hcame rpprrcnt to me rfrsr
reading e memo tbet cxccuiw cditu Joseph Lclyvcld circulete.d
to his stef in Octobcr (and thet lbmconc at thc papcrr sent me),
"W€'v€ long hrd e polisy of opcnncss and cngagemcnt witb
rcaden," thc mcmo bcgan, "Most of us answpr ow mail consci.
cntiously, uld nr pubticly oon?ct u/cry efforurc lcarn about. Still
in a lugc urd busy Dcrrrroom, it's casy for a mcssagc or a lsttpt
to go astsry, or for r pbonc caller to reach $omcon? who do€sn'l
know how to help or, worla, crn't be noubled. Now we're going
to take a fev ilcPr to fulfill oru promise ef opcnnesg."

Henceforth, the memo continucd, thc Times would publish a
drily ennouncchcut on pagcA2 imiting rcadcrs to phonc in or
send e-mails about not only erore of fact but also their larga
conaerns. "We aro gurfantecing that wery mcgsggc will roccive
s prompt an$wer," thc memo stated. "For those readers whosr
comments arc thoughtfltl and serious, rrc mean to make oru rephet
substantive."

Deciding to put this ncw policy to thc test, I sent an e-mailto
the nne.r laying out my obscwetions about the leners paga. fu
a rcgular rcadcr of 6et page, I rnrorc, "l have noticed that thc
papcr rr*ly publishes letters thbt arc dircctly critical of the papcrt
nsrys coveragc. Editoriels, Op-Ed erticles and other letters arc
oftcn cdticizcd, butnews articlec seldom are. Radur,lette$ ebolc
news articles usuelly convey thc writer's views about thc subjcci

in question-not about the rrsy the papa hrs coaercd it. Docr this
rcflect a poliry on the part of the ?7zcs?"

I receivcd rn e-mail back thc ncxt day. ."Thc editor of dre
lcners column at! not cverue to publishing criticilra," it rtatcd."But you perhaps infer such an lvcrsion from the fect thrt wr
ns/er ulc $e colrrrnn to corrct erors thrt thc pepcr har printcd.
Ws bcliwc that aa enor of fast in m sticle nocds b bc c.orroctod
in thc comections space on Pagc A2, so ss !o mtkc quitc clcardret
wp arc conceding the frct of drc cror, A rcrdcr of a l*tcr usert
ing that The Tirnes had been wrong nig[r come arvay from it
uondcring, in cffcct Whob ritht? Once )ou cxchd! thar c{tatry
of letterc, what's lefr tends to be opinion" Hope this bclpr you,'

I found this highly dicingenuoue . For tbc Tbrar'e '€orlectiqu"
qpacc is knswn for its almost conic prooccupation with tsivirl-
ity-mispellcd mme3, inconet dsEc, grrbted titlce. 'Bccguse of
an cditing error," a rcccdt exsmplc rcad, "urArtsAbload Eniqle
on We{1esdry about modern Ksbukj perforrnmccs in Japrn mis.
3tated the locatiou of Hiretsuka, thc homaon'n of onc emhusirsl
It is lE nilcs southwcs of Tolqp, not l32." S,omctimw, thc finar,
in its "Editors'Notes," does make larger concestions, but thero
run very infrequently and rddress only major scrav-ups. ln bc-
tween the minor fscnul erors addressed tn "Corrections" and
the larger blunders handled in "Editors'Notes" ar! such impor-
tant concerns as balance, fairness, bias and depth. My bccf with
thc piece on Pino Artacchi concerned not any factual errors but
what I considcrcd its cxcessivcly fawning tone. Under the llnes's
prevailing guidelines, horcvcr, I had no way of registering my
dissatisfaction. Indecd, its nav poticy seerns urtended to mrlcc sruc
complaints are handled in-house, array fmm public vicw.

Thc ?Tze*-a great newqpaper-is in the busincw of holding
por,trfulpeople accounbble. Shouldnt itproridc rpodcrs a fo'nun
to hold il accountable?

(Cowinued Flrn Page 2)
for urothct crndidak u 2U)|, il rlurtd not
hrvc to look too much futhcr rh|ll Jrcklonb
doo*tep. If tlre leftnntrtoE$!sitr& irslf, il
necde ro ryci<-and ect-with tbe unrrhurd
ethos, lo6os nd pathos witb wtish Jrckron
rpeolr. Peoplc likl him giw nc bo,pc rnd rcg,
rosenl Nn Americr thil ic rll but lost in this
envircnrncnt of hig frrcirm (l don't drink I'm
cxrggeratiag). Bnv Lemrl.Nraors

gurizing for Dcnrotnry SX,T thc Stolan Elgc-
!10n" . wnrcl lgrqrod i,rma Sutc Scnrror Tom
Iryoll. vlslnnt norr Los Artgeler, Yrppic
StrwAlb€rf of Ongnr, tranoenjtic Stea 

-Scn.

Tqr tffiPo*9tu1,,t.upq Green pury rc_
tivirr Rol Forlhof:r, c/rrkrr bsmets wbire of $c
Uotonacto Dauh Awi'�tny activist Shsrry ri/ee_
lod $ ri/cll T ry lrrh toten poer, I roud
from r anr piece,'Fr4ys gj"g,'. ina rcporaa
on^cx?enc|rcer il th. tfhdol|' Inaugrrntion inp9, ltrr py4ory n/et614 whffc 

-morc 
rhan

],000 pooplc- tool rtr ,{th lo upbold the Voting
Rlshts.Actlf 1965 rnd rurru'r'acafu SWG'rr;
9r"t Tyol$, Mil (htflifu b!{l bccrr 6c tnnt
from a Eub suPDortr. .,Gir back to the beck
of thc brr!" utbicb fua11116 rnd proge6 mc wi6
putictrlu mgcory to ttqv inwhd.
. Bouldit citiru yt rlrrg anO old--qftcr vcnrt-
Tg utctr cooult|![3 o{hr8e et tbo Ncg Scloct
A6lmgllq:{f lronircd to ga mor€
rcEvl-. rDC tutrlllgllttfti, grrcst 6pCqk€rs bad a
to3.of c<tgl1 rnaltrq rid ctoar.cur advice,
Y\.h ls, olco*:., thr rune old rnrtr; Kgei
tbclael oo thrqr$ nralb bonUrrOnreor" tstti
t!6 tilsu"l C|tllr8nl, phone crllg, boycottr,

rctione in thc rttretr; purh on voting rcform,
pro.choice rights, cnvilpmtcoat irsucr rnd
dr kcep tbcprerrurc on thc Democrrtic Priy
and kam wlro the judicial ourdidrtar uo oo
your locd bdlorl Kick out tbc jrmt! Jini
Hendrixl ttSter Sproglcd Barurert'wer erriar
played. Jcff Milchcn's rcclaimdcmocreoy.org
io e good teeource. I wantad to Gucourrgc pub-
lic fonrme like our3 to rtErt ug (if tbcy brvcol
ya) dl ovcr ttrc couotry. Ao onc of oru poctr'
protcct rigtu il DC rei4 uring Voltrirt! cele-
bratcd injnncti ow Eavsez l' lnfil.ru !

AllltIE r*'A!D!lAll

lic.Iartllrrovrlc&hooIof
At€z,Dpdbdfucdct

UIERATV REFSRENCES

Esglc-eycd rrrdtrr poht our o|it ln wtlti|tD
Gcidsrb April 2 lStockmur Rduucth" itl
thc Queo of Hcrrfi, not tbe Rrd Queoa, rvbo
rrys, "Sofonot fltrtl, verdicr eiacludt.'Allo,
the lVar lortcr crrtoou fcrturin3 Fido wrr
ectuelly t Far Side crrtooo fcruring Gingo(,
Apolqicr to [*sir Carroll aod Orry Latroo.

LMetdale, Mirur�
r I wich Jeuc Jeckroo Jr, lbc bart of luck rn
builditrs r "pm$ouiw bipstirsr aoonomio
coalition" by rcclairning thc Dctuocatic Perty
froau itr conrcn rtiw wiog. Ifhe rucccedg, he
mry drrw mc r*ry from 6c Crtlco Puty. And
if any Crcceu arc dcgtcd to Coqgrc$ i! the
comlot ycrrc, I bopc Jrskrmtr oorlidon will
wclc.ctrc trcmqroly.
glAYTtc fNvotIrED
Bodlen Colo.
f Wb had m inttrrrtiry'uancsdrf crrut

EnuxPqxr

u tbe Bqrtdcr Tllatc iu Jrnurry. titlad 'Or-


