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| PRESS CLIPS

BY CYNTHIA COTTS.

The-Media Watchdog Has No Teeth

THIS PAST NOVEMBER, STEVEN BRILL PREDICTED THAT 'BRILS CONTENT,
HiS MEDIA MAGAZINE FOR CONSUMERS, WOULLD BREAK EVEN THIS YEAR. 4

DON™ WANT TO PROMISE ANYTHING . .

BUT IT'S LOOKING GOOD, HE TOLD THE

‘DAILY NEWS,” AND WENT ON YO CLAIM 400,000 READERS. AT LEAST ONE OF
BRILL'S EMPLOYEES BELIEVED HIM AND WOULD OPEN THE MAGAZINE EVERY

_manth expecting a spike in ad pages.

But things were not looking good. lntvur
8:tl's sold orly about 20 pevcent of the issues he
hoped to sefl on thie newsstands. Hia Web site,
Contentvills:com, {ailed to catch fire. Across the
industry, ad pages remained flat.

Then on April 2, the cocky CED told the world
that his company had marped with Powarful Me-
dia. To hear Brlil spin it, the merger s yet snother
victory—year-0ld Inside.com will continue to pro-
duce edgy reporting on antertainment, media, and-

1 technology, and three-year-old Snit’s Content will

be rvintroduced this surwmer ds iaeide Content, o

| concept that hes besn widely described a3 & bus/-

ness magazing.

The reatity is thet Brill's tenure a3 medis
watchdog was a commercial fiop, buthewon't ad~
mit it. Appearing last weskend on Asliabie
Sourcas, Brill repestadly dodged the question of
whather he had lailed at his origine! mission, go-

' ing 30 for a3 to claim that his mag was never re-

slly intended tu be  watchdog at sll. Hie refusai to
come to terms did not surprise his stutfers, one of
whom suid, "Steve would chenge [the megezine}
into Maxim before he would edmit defeat.”
While Brill's smploysus sesm to understand
his decision, they're the ones who boro ths brunt
of it —he laid oif an sstimated half of them 93 3

" rasult Managemant has “handled thie thing hor-

rendously,” yaid one victim fast week. -

‘The first sierms reng on Merch 29, when re-
partors from Mhe Industry Srendard began calling
staffers to discuss rumors of a possible merger
and layoffs. Later that day, when the.same rumors
surfeced op the Web, 3 Brill employes popped the-
question to editor Eric Effron, who reportedty said,
“That's news to me.”

On the morming of April 2, Brill invited mediy
OPOrtars 10 An iMPrompiy press conferenca at the
New York Paiace Hote!, but he left his smployass
on the 16¢h fleor of 1230 Socth Avenua in the dark.
Then the msti-raom guys dropped off & bunch of
packing boxes on the 16th floor, inspiring some-
one to watn, “Laok, we're sl getting fired today."
Around the sama time, & xource at /ng/ds told a
statfar about tha press confersncs, and someons

* e-mailed medis maven Jim Romenesko to ask,

"D you know when the press conferonce j57"

Ever inepid, one statter snuck into the press

canference, whero he hoard Brilf telt a ruporter
thera coutd ba layoffs; “but wa haven't worked out
the detils.” Soon after, Brill's assistam walksd
sround the office handing out the press release,

#nd Effron followsd, summoning eight psaple tv. § |

mest In the confarence room. The eight had sl-
ready essembled when their bosses arrived: Brifl,
Effron, edhar in chief David Kuhn, and the head of
hunien resources.

The meeting has since haen dascribed as @ 3

“throat slitting”’ and “group gessing,.’ with Xuhn
his "usuatly incoherent seif st big mamants.’ Onl
source e-malled Romenesko that Kuhn “suppos- 1
edly ot & tear in his eye,” white Effran “held his

head in his hande.” But Bl blithaty took off for 4

the Yankees apaner that ftomoon, and'by day'

year they had worked.

Tha layoffa included writers Elizebeth Angell,

Jim Edwards, Eve Gerber, Gey Jervey, and Kajs
Perine: ond editors Susen Ellingwood, Paul
Schnes, and Eric and Ellen Umansky, Writers
Mark Bos! snd Austin Bunn were told thelr exist-
Ing contracts would not be rerewsd. Tha laid:off.

were askad to work until friday, but when men..

ogers realized they neaded more thme and editors
1o close the linal Issue, they usked Ellan Uman-
sky t& stay anothor weak. Her retuss| left them
frantically recruiting writers and assistants to
function as editors. It was fike giving the coaks
the guns aftér the front Hinas have been broken.”
said oo soufes,

Oftics conversations quickly degenerstad into
“gossip and backbiting.” A favorite topic waa the
June issue of #i7's Comtont, which will contain
sovoral piaces scavenged from /nsids, a magazine
that had been written in a rocy style-and was nat
fact-chacked. One day, Kuhn was overheard taik-
ing to the aditor in chief of /ns/de, weying, i reslly
fike that feature by Devid Carr. | think we'¥ be able

. to use it as 3 sideber.”

Anothar subjact of speculation involvad.nat
who got faid off, but why. The victims ware toid
the decision was not dbout talont, and thoy wure
prona to agroe. Said one, “It's tleer that Steve pro-
tected somu paopla [such as Abigail Pogrebin),
brst Oavid didn't have thet power.” {Bosl end Bunn
ware Kuhn favorites.) Throughout the waek; the
managers esmed to-avoid ayé comtact with those
wha hed baen-leid off, and-no one bothared to
ke the soon-to-be desapsrecidos out to lunch ar
telt them goodbye.

Biven that six women got Wid off, two staffers

Brill's Contempt

dstectvd furthar évidence of allegecty proexteting

" mals chauvinlem. “I('s mgst cortainly a. plats

where man have thrivad.avir wamern,” sald ons. A
male staffar Added thit its 8 “shamof the colttre™
that the nlnca is dnminisind fy * “big-swtning dick
tvpes,” that ls, swogparing.tion who are h*phlv
confidant o thoi mimmss,

Inevitably, @ik turnodt W the fals of the
bosses. Suid ativ stalfer, “Tharo's an unofticiat
paol on when (€4ron).md IKuiwi} wit icave: #'s
widely halievad that Kulm, who knows how to
paekagy a oarsiive Lut Is no. expert on medis
‘business, wik bed. *'Hore's 3 guy who wented 1o
tuke 8ty from bamg 100 ingidery asid ion it intp
a cultiral vehicla, " 1eyx ang soliey. Saye arother,
“Now he finds himseif at egssntinky 4 yade mag-
aring, whith ig nat raatly David's sivie,”

Offica gossips heve twn thearlus ahut €~
fron. Ons haa it that “viers's o bullet with his
namo ondl,” bacsuse Ko riow has {our bosses; the
other halds that hw wikt be protected, hecause hc‘
buen laydt to Brilt.

. Finslly, nn one tirek. of discussing the big
man‘s psychology. “Bril’s Conteat was never
cool,” sayy one steifer, and now Briff woyld
rather be the "papulw kid*' than the “'rlass
bully.” Accorging 1o this snutee, “Stave wantad
not anly to da 'gatcha’ [ivralism|, but wanted
paople in rere.” o

'Ot course, 8ll's desire to be Hked may not
oxtend to ax-stoffere. "'l raspect him,"” says une,
“but | don't know that { want 1 work fur him
again, | dor't think you can DIURE 91 Aot having
tho rug pulted out from under you.” '

Anvthur departing :staiter scoms Brift for
abandoning the fola of presk oritic, when the boss
hed lang msintained thit the maguzine was apar-
ating ont w frvu-y$di plan. *The truth iy that he wae
hypocriticalt” saya thid soiree. "He made itwound
like it'wae ».res! jihad on his part.”

Bril{ daclined to comment.

ccotts@uilagevalon.am
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