Box 70, ﬁedney Station
White Plains, New York 10&605-0070
Tela: (914) 997-8105 / Fax: (914) 684-6554

October &, 1952

John D. Feerick, Co-Chair

Coalition for Effective Government

c/o Association of the Bar of the City of New York
42 West 44th Street

Mew York, New ¥York 10036-66820

Daar Chairman Feerick:

We noted with interest wyour participation at the recent program
held in White Plains, "Paralysis of Politics: Reinvigorating
Democracy", reported by Gannett newspapers.

Due *o the fact that we were unaware of the preogram in advance,
we did not send a representative from the HNinth Judicial
Committee. As the enclosed articles indicate, the conssnsus from
the speakers was that citizens must seize the initiative and
force government to be responsive.

gince we assume that vyou were one of the articulators of this
wiew, we suggest that it weould bke useful if, in the future, the
fealition would bring events of this type to the attention of
member=-groupns. In such fashien, groups such as tha Ninth
Judicial cCommittee could provide the public with positive role-
models for meaningful citizen invelvement.

We understand from Jim Whelan that a Steering Committee meeting
of the Cpalition has been scheduled for October 16th at 8:30 a.m.
at the City Bar. With your permission, we would be most
interested in attending--and in contributing our ideas as to how
the Coalition might improve its effectiveness.

on another subject, we are most distressed that we have not heard
from you--1in your capacity as President of the City Bar--a=z to
the evidentiary issues presented by the critigue we submitted to
the Senate Judiciary Committee last May.



Chairman John Feerick Fage Two October &, 1992

Although almost five months have elapsed since our eritigue was
forwarded to you, there has bzen no public anncuncement by the
¢ity PBar retracting its approval of Mr. O'Rourke's Judicial
qualifications.

Under vyour leadership, we expect the City Bar will not only
recognize its responsibility to the public in this matter--but
will take special pride in the extraocrdinary accomplishment that
our pra bono citizens' group has rendered by its critidque.

¥Yours for a guality judiciary,
5_., "y — ¥ -
tenq ESTRmsA

ELENA RUTH SASS0WER
Coordinator, Hinth Judicial Committee

Enclosures:
(a) "Forum Panel Seas An Electorate Angered By Lack of
Cholice, Trust", Ganneti, 9721792
(b] "“Exercise Your Right to Excrcise Paralysis", Gannett,
o/z27/92

co: Jim Whelan, Ceoalition
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Skip Mendler of Armonk and Joe Lasly of Hastings wait to
address the —n:u.__..Wm_q.__.__._.: Brussal-Smith makes a point.

By John Reinan
Sealt Writer

"It was a seene that brought back
fading memories of the turbulent
"Bs. -

One after another, the speakers
rose and dengunced American poli-
tics as dirty, dishonest and devoled Lo
gerving the greedy rich. The erowd of
about 20 repeatedly broke into ap-
platse as the sszembled orators blis-
tered e hides of politicians from
Albany to Washinglon.

But thiz wasn't a bunch of hippies
shouting through bullhorns in a park,
The speskers at Communily Unitari-

- Forum panel sees an electorate
angered by lack of choice,

trust

Atz

an Church at White Plains yestorday
ranked among the nation's most dis-
tinguished  political journalists  and
commentators.

In their pessimistic, at times an-
gry, azsessment of the American body
palitie, however, they demonstrated
why this has been the most chaotic
election year sinee the Vietnam War
dominated all other issues in 1968

The nocasion was a public forum,
“The Paralysis of American Politics:
Reinvigorating Democcaey.” Spon-

Ploase noa FORUM, bock pogo

B Excerpls from farum,




FORUM

From page ane

soec by Uhe Wostehostor Cointy
League of Women Volers, 1&e
White Plaing Heliplons Lesders
Asgocialion amd Gannedd Subur-
ban Mewspopers, the  [orum
soqntlil Lo ghed Light an why so
many Amerseans shy awar from
pRetieipacing i teie denocraey,

It didn't take long io find out
wliy.

"There's something  deeply
anid fisddagmentolly wreng going
on in America,” saill Gordon 5.
Llack. the Brst speaker. Black,
chaleman of o pelling and #o-
search rm in Kochesder, main-
inaned that dhe Repablienn amd
Demrweratic parcties “liave -
spared amoog themselves tn elimn-
inale palitical choice,"

UiWithout chodes, wou do not
hawe  democency,”  Black  zaid
calling for the [(ormation of a
third politheal party, Black said
that he amd athers already hod
Lukos slepe o [rm the [ndo-
pendenes Party, a cepbrist parly
al’ refarm,

David 50 Broder, o Pulitzer
Frizg-winping politien] corra-
sgindent  for The Washington
Paoat, anid Amarbeana wara leis-
traled iy a politicad system that
thoy hawe come 1o 5es ia demi-
nabel by tnsiders.
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Forum excerpts
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mElitbcal  pactics” DBroder said,
refecring bn the president aned
Congress. "Each regards himselfd
a8 & polilical party of ane™

The clearpsi eaeasues of ihe
syslem's failure, Bresder said, os
the hislget deficil, now  soio-
where ower %1 trillion. In order
Lo pass L 1080 Ladgel apres-
meni ihnt soughl io slow the
defcl's prowlh, Droder main-
tained, Congeess and the Bogl

slministration "had to pay off s
many palitienl entreprencurs
Ihat the agroanient (& mal woerth
Lhe pagrer il's prioted on.'

e prablema witlh palitics
are lisked Lo deeper problems in
our culture, said Murray B, Le-
vin, a professor of politieal s08-
anes ot Baston Diiversily,

"Megotive amd frutnl enmi-
palgning is a mollection ol tha
negalivily and boutality of Aaner-

jcum culture,” Levio said, “What
kind of polities da wa oxpoct
when we hove this kind of culs
lure?

“Wa hnve bt heing hask o
sens: that we can deal with each
uthier — that v 2an Lol each
ather,” Citlzens must tnken clacge
uf chinnpe, Levin sasl, noting thot
ispiky ol Amareaa higlaris social
mnvements — aholltlonism, cvil
righils, feminizen — sprang Cfroan
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the actions of individaals mther
thinn gnwerndheni.

Echaing Levin's call o aclion
was  Horold Hruce Pieree, o
Yorkiown resident and nssoelnbe
professor of criminal justice af
Jakn Jay Collepe of Criminal
Justice ln Manbatbon

Americans  are  undeigoing
the “painful psyehological phe.
nemesmn” of stallng back ithelr
dreamss, Tieree  sid, But he

adlded he had seen “the dilfers
ence thal the indepemient spicit
can make"

Others particlpating In the
lorum were Louks D, Hocenrdi af
Mew Rochelle, president of The
Acsovialsl Press; John [y Fes
ik al’ Maint Bigeo, dean af 1he
Fardbhnm  Uriveesily  Schoal ol
Law in the Heanx; and Lowrence
E. Beaupre of South Salem, viee
president and execulive editor of
Garmell Suburhan Newspapers,
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EXercise your right to exorcise paralysis

Last Sunday’s public forum on the
"Fal_'al_'r'sis of Polities™ was nol an enlire-
Iv diamal agzeszment of the low stale of

| our political system.

The Forum, co-sponsared by the West-
chester County League of Waomen Vot-
«rg, the White Plains Beligious Leaders
Aszociation  and  Gannett  Subuirban
Mewspapers, lived wup fo its subtltle,
“Reinvigorating  Democracy”™ —  at
least by implicalion.

True, the speakers and moszl of the
paneliziz painted & gloomy plelice, but
each also held out hope of improvement
if only citizens will muster the spirlt and
encrgy Lo participate in the process,

B Political wriler David Broder of
The Washington Post acknowledged an
enormous distrust of polilics and gow-
ernment among the many volers he
speaks with roulinely. He attributed this
ta the rise of politicel entreprencurs
whnse primary motivation is re-election
rather than any shared paolitical agenda
that can be translated into policy. The

) fedaral  government
today is made up of
“BaG  paolitical © par-
ties," he declared,
“Everyone from Lhe
president to the
most  junior  repre-
sentative sees him-
zelf az a government
g ol one,*

Bl he observed that Americans are
not apathetic, They are frustirated, In
that esszertion, there iz cause for optl-
mism. One can deal wilh frustration
{hcough action.

F Pollster Gordon 3. Black contended

- that the twe major partiiezs “have con-

spired 1o destray political choice™ by
lwisling Lhe sysiem In whalever ways
will guaraniee re-election — gerryman-
dering, political action committes laws,
franking privileges. “We (olerate it We
allow il 1o happen.”

Bul Black annaounged that he is form-
img a third-party movemenl, with the
gaal of Injecting real choice into eles.
Lions, Black’s salution, whelher reslistie
or nol, oplimisticelly azssumes that citi-
zens, in facl, will respond to a eall to
action,

B Murray Levin, 8 pelitical scisnce
profezssor at Boston and Harvard univer-
sitles, and suthor of hooks on voter
alienation, was the most downbeal of gl
in analyzing the problem az Mowing
from a culture that has enshrined capi-
talistn and democracy ag virtual reli-
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LAWRENC
BEAUPRE

LETTER TO THE READER

gions, with reform lantamount bt here-
5¥. But even he allowed thet the culiure
cottld be chenged by Instilling the values
of telerance, courtesy, mulual trust and
&id in our children. [t was a lillle vague,
I thought, but al least even he seemed
o be holding out hope thet citizens wha
care and do somelhing about it ecan
change the system,

Members of the resction panel also
vaiced hope:

B Louiz 1. Boceardi of New Rochelle,
prosident and CEQ of The - Assorciated
Preszs, observed that mews coversge. of

the election thiz- ¥eer wes more thote

ough, mare viglant and more issues-
orienled than in some past years. That
meang cilizens are more lkely lo be
armed with accurate Information upon
which to sssess candidates and act.

B John I, Feerick of Mount Kiseno,
dean of the Fordham University School
of Law and cheirman of the former New
York Stale Commission an Government
Integrity, puzhed = legislative pregram
of open government, ethics reform and
publie Minancing of campsaignz, Hiz solu-
tion: an oulside, multipariisan commis-
sion with a sweeping mandate  for
change.

F Harold Bruce Pleree of Yorktown,
associabe professor of erlminal justice
and polilieal zeience st John Jay Col-
lege, made the point most directly In
celling on citizens lo pet involved, to
volunieer, to moniior the process end to
aszume lheir responsibilidles as the in-
struments of change,

And my own feeling? I'm an optlmizt
by neture, and no less zo when £ comes
fo politics.

I belleve cilizens can meke a differ-
ence, but it i3 up 1o 48 1o do so. We can't
git on the sidelines and earp asbouot
what's wrong with a system in which so

many refuse to participale, We are the
syatem,

Less than &0 percent of eligible sdults
bothered to vote In the last presidential
election, In forfeiting thele eilizenship,
they surrendersd whatever right they
have o complain aboul the decisions
made by olhers who do MIfll their
demoacratic rezponsibilities.

At the public forum last Sunday, a
member of the audience asked [David
BEroder what people can do about such a
dismal palitical system,

We are nol powerlezs, Broder re-
sponded. “What you represent today in
concern and commilment iz power, and
peliticians will respond o thal.”

The power Broder was talking aboul
wag the ultimate zource of power in a
demoeracy: the ballat hos,

We are lrying to do our parl in our
news coverage, in editorials and in co-
spanzoring Sundey’s forwm.

.. We published an extensive series-of-
articles last’ month' aszessing the perfor- -

mances of steie leglzlalors, most of
whom are up for re-election (reprints
avallable upon reguest), Our issues-
otiented coverage of political campaigns
iz under way and will culminate with
our amnnuel Voters Gulde on Sunday,
Mov. 1, For the pest several wesks, we
have given readers essential informa-
tion ebout how and where to register
and vole. We have published editocials
aboul the need to vote,

Beglaning today, we will publish a
daily reminder on the Editorial Page
ebout the looming deadline for wvoter
registration. This will be followed by &
dally reminder to vote Naov. 3.

But no matter what all the experts
and reformists sey at political forums,
and no matter how many words we
devote o covering politices and govern-
ment, gnd no matler how much vou are
nageed about registering and voling, it
will all he meaningless if you sit aut this
election.

for then you will get whal the pun-
dits ay is your due: the government you
deserve,

And if you don’t exercise your right to
vote, then you will have litile right to
tomplain.

Lattrence K. Beaupre ix i prosident
and execiilive editar.



