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January  10 ,  1991

M i c h a e l  T a b a k ,  E s g .
U . S .  A t t o r n e y t s  O f f l - c e
15O Grand St ree t
W h i t e  P l a i n s ,  N e w  Y o r k  t - 0 6 0 1

RE: Castracan v.  Colav i ta

Dear  Mr.  Tabak:

Fol lowing-  up our  conversat ion th is  morn ing,  r  am encros ing a copy
of  Pet i t ionersr  Br ie f  and Record on appear  in  the base ; t
cast racan v.  co lav i ta  pending in  Albany county.  we are
c h a r l e n g i n g  a  t h r e e - y e a r  j u d g e - t r a d i n g  d e a r  b y  c r o s s -
endorsemen ts ,  ds  wer r  as  i r rega r i t y ,  f r aud ,  and  o the r  E lec t i on
L a w  a b u s e s  c o m m i t t e d  b y  t h e  R e p u b r i c a n  a n d  D e m o c r a t i c
Westchester  County leadership.

This important case has received the most l irnited and slanted
coverage in  the local  media.  We bel ieve th is  cover-up is  due to
the vested interests which are being protected--even when that
means cover ing up btatant ly  improper ,  i f  not  cr in ina l ,  conduct .

The most  recent  i l lus t rat ion of  the Gannet t rs  protect ive at t i tude
is  i ts  s tory  about  the $L75 per  person r r fund-ra iserr  which,
accord ing to  the counsel  for  the Westchester  County Republ ican
commit tee,  Guy Par is i ,  Esqtr . ,  sras in tended to ru i ia  a , legar
defense fundrr  to  f iqht  our  pro bono case.  As you ean see f rom
the  enc losed  a r t i c l e  w r i t t en  by  Ed  Tag l i a fe r r i ,  M t .  co lav i t a  to ld
Mr-  Par is i  that_ r r the judges knew of  the eventr r .  Never theless,
the-  fo l lo_wing daYr Gannet t  accepted the Judgesr  d isc la imer " i
such.knowledge--edi tor ia l iz ing that  the Judges hrere being used ast 'unwi l l ing sh i l ls t t  for  the Republ ican ear ty l

r t  i s  unders tandabre  tha t  j udges - -caugh t  i n  ques t i onab le
conduct- -should seek to  publ ic ly  d is tance thenselves f rom the
Party  readership.  However ,  accept ing the judgesr  vers ion as t rue
(which,  cer ta inry ,  Gannet t  had no r ignt  to  do as mat ter  o f  b l ind
fa i th)  leads to  the a l ternat ive conclus ion that  the Republ ican
Party  leadership is  so se l f -conf ident  in  i ts  power that  i t  fee ls
f ree to  use the judges for  i ts  own purposes--even wi thout
consul t ing thern and obta in ing the i r  approv i l .  

-
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No investigation of the Republican Party can be comprete withoutan examinat ion of  the corrupt ing inf luence and contr-ot  i t  has hadon t ! .  judic iary in th is county and in t t re Hintn Judic ia lD is t r i c t .

y yours/
4 / .
P'/r-r .24.-

SASSOWERDORTS L .
Counse l

in th  Judic ia l  Commit tee
DLS/e r
Enc losu reg

P's '  s ince the Ninth Judic ia l  Cornmi t tee does not  sponsor  $175-a-person rrfund-raisers, .ng is a completely u:oFunata, pro bonoci t izens groupr  w€ wourd apprec ia€e your  photocopying theenc losed  ma te r ia rs  and  re tu rn ing  th -em " t  y " " ,  ea r r i es tconvenience for future reuse.
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3 iudges seek ethics ruling
on tie to political fund-raiser

By EdTagflaferrl
S l a l l W r  i l e r

11 'on  ic r l  n l ro r r l  l l r r  c l l r i cs  o l '
I r r r v i r r g  l l r e i t '  t t a r r r c s  r r s t ' r l  l o  p l o
nro l r '  : t  lVes l r , l rcs l t . r  ( 'oun ly  l l c -
p t t l r l i r ' : n t  ( l o n r r r r i t l c c  l i r r r r l  r a i s c r ' ,
l l r rc r ,  j r t r lgcs  1 ' r :s lc r r l : r1 ,  i rskcr l  i r
s l ; r l r :  r ' l l r i r s  p ; r r r r , l  l o r  i r  l i r l l r r i r l
o p i n i o r r  o l r  l l r c  t r r ; r l l c r .

S r r r l o g i r l r .  (  f o r r r  |  . f  r r r l g c  A l ,
l r c r l  l , l r r r : u r r r t ' l l i ,  l , ' : r r r r i l l '  ( i o r r l t
, l u r l g r .  A r l l i c n t r c  l l o l i r r i r r r r r  S c a t r ,
t r t t r , l l i  : r r r r l  ( l r r r t r l y  O o r u l  . f r r r l g e
. lc i r t r i r ru  l re r l i s  I ' i l l o  : r l so  look
l l t t ' t t t t t t s t r i r l  s t r ' p  o l  t c l l i r r g  < . o u r r l y
( i o l '  ( ' l t r r i l r r r l r r  A r r l l r o t r y  ( l o l i r v i l n
l l r c y  u ' a r r l e r l  l o  r l i s s o c i a l e  l l r e r r n -
s t ' l vcs  l i r r r r r  thc .  $ l7 l - r  l ro l  l ) ( ' t s ( ) l t ,
, l i r r r .  l . l  cvc t r l ,  l r i l l c r l  i r s  a  v i t : lo ly
r :e  le  l l  i r l i r r r r  l i r r  lhe  lh lec .

"Wc i t t  c  g l  nvc ly  r ,o t t r . r , r t t r , r l
l h r r l  o r t r  p a l l i t , i l r n l i o r r  i t r  l l r i s
evc t r t  rvor r l r l  l l e  cons i t le r . t ' r l  i rn -

l ) t o l r ( ' r : r r r r l  i t r  v i o l i r l i o r r  o l  i l t c
t t t l c s  o f  l l r c  c h i c l  t r l r r r i r r i s l r . i r l i v c
j r r r lgc , "  l l r cy  s i r i r l  i r r  i r  l c l l c r . ,  sc r r t
l o  l h e  s l a t c  O l l i c c  o l ' ( l r r r r ' l  A r l .
t t t i t r i s l t ' l l i o t r ' s  Ar lv isor .y  ( , 'o r r r r r r i l .
l ec  o l t  . l r r r l i r : ia l  l , l t l r i cs .  Sr r r ,h  v io .
l a l i o r r s  c o r r l r l  l c t r l  l o  r l i s r : i p l i r r l r . l '
a r ' l i o r r s  i r g i r i t r s l  a  . i r r r l g r , ,  i t r r . l r r t l i r r t l
p r rss i l r l t '  r ' r . t r rov t r l  l r ' o t r r  t l r c  l rc lc l r .

l l t r l  t l r r r  t ' o r r r rsc l  k r  l l r c  r :o r r r r l v

l l r . ; r r r l r l i r . i r n  I ' i r r ' 1 1 '  s i r i r l  1 t ' s l r , r , r l i r 1 '
l l r l l  l l r t , r c  r v t r s  r r o l l r i r r g  i r r r p r . o l r r . r .
t r l ro r r l .  l l re  j r r< lges '  r .o r r l r t ' r ' l i o t r  lo
l l rc  l i r r r r l  I i r i se l  i r r r r l  c r . r . r r  r l i s
l r t t l c r l  l h c i l  r . o r r t c r r l i o n  l l r i r l  l l r r r v
w( . r ' ( ,  lu t i lw i l t  c  o l ' i l s  s r . l rc r l r r l i r rg .

A l l  l l r l t , c  j r r r l l l r ' s  i r rc  r . t .g is
I t . r ' t , r l  l l r : l r r r l r l i c t r t rs  rv l ro  w( . t  r .

Pfeasesee Er�HlCSrAg

i  gLrt  I  have lo conducl  nrysel l  in a
way lhat  cornpor ls wi lh the judic ia l
canons.  So lwa i l fo r  a r r  o l r in io r r .  t

-  Jeenlne Ferr le  p l r ro
Weslcherler Counly Courl f udge'

ETHICS
From page one

electet l  in  November.  Emanuel l i  and Sean-
carel l i  ran unopposed for  thei r  posts.  cross-
endorsed by-  the Republ ican.  Demoerat ie
and L-onservative parties. pirro ran in a
contested eleetion with the backing of the
GOP anrl Conservatives.

ln  t l re i r  le t ter ,  the judges said they were
not  corrsul ted about  the fund-ra iser  or  the
party  us ing thei r  names on inv i tat ions.  The
judges said they a lso were eoneerned be-
cause sol ic i ta t ions were made to lawvers
rvho rnay have to appear belbre thent  and
that  the inv i tat ions nrade no merr t ion of
rvhere the lnoney ra ised would be used." t t  g ives the appearenee that ,  ,OK. now
I 'm eleeted.  now I 'm a judge,  now you
lawyers,  pay up. '  "  sa id Scanearel l i ." l found this a very dif l ieult letter to
rvr i te , "  sa id Emanuel t i .  not ing that  he re-
speeted the par t ies that  endorsed h im. , ,But
I felt . . t had to take an alTirmative step
having been p laced in th is  posi t ion."

Pirro said she appreeiated the party
wanting to honor her."But I have to eonduet myself in a way
that comports with the judieial eanons. So i
wai t  lor  an opin ion,"  she said.

The ju<lges said they hope the advisory
eornnr i l tee rv i l l  r le t : i r le  whether  f i r ture j t r r is t .s
shorrk l  par t ic ipate in  such I 'und-ra iseis  and
i f  the three sul l ie ient ly  d is tanced them-
selves frotn the Jan. l4 bash.

.The advisory commit tee.  made up of  tg
retired and active judges. answers ques-

t ions f rorn j r r r lges throughout  the state
about  eodes of  t .or t r luct  ant l  e th ics.

Wi l l ia ln l lorvrr ra l t .  i l r t_ .  cor t r rn i l tee 's  ad-
nt in is t rat ive assis tant .  sa i t l  he could not
comtnent  on t l re  judges '  le t ter .  becarrse the
comnr i t tee is  rer l r r i re t l  to  keep srrch conlacts
co.n l i r lent ia l .  ' Ihe ju<iqes.  however.  are per-
mi t ter i  to  d ise lose lhe cornrnunicat ions." ln  the main.  judges are prohib i tet l  f rom
pract ica l ly  a l l  po l i t ica l  act iv i ty . ' '  Bowman
said.  "But  an except ion is  rnade anr l  the
ru les are re laxed in sonrc respeets dur ing
the per iod the ju t tge is  a cant l idate -  n in i
months belbre the e lect ion or  pr imary and
for six rnonths therealter.

County ( lOI ,  counsel  Guy par is i  sa id the
fund-ra iser  fe l l  wi th in those guidel ines.  l le
said C'o lav i ta to ld h im the judges knew of
the event .  ( - 'o lav i la  t l i r l  not  return several
telephone nlessages yestertlay.

Par is i  sa id that  proceet ls  l rom the event
woul t l  be used sole ly  to pay for  a lawsui t
brought  by a c i t izens group chal lenging the
legality ot' the cross-endorsements oijutlges.
A state .Supreme Court  just ice uptretd ihe
legality of the eross-ent_lors.rnenis in No-
vernber.  but  that  ru l ing is  being appealed.

The inv i tat ion lacked the in format ion
about the purpose of the fund-raiser be-
eause the GOtt  "d idn ' t  want  to s t igmat ize
them ( the jur lges)  as having a legat  ie fense
fund."  The lawsui t .  wl r ich l iar is i  is  handl ing
for the eounty GOlr, slrould cost the party ai
least  $10,( f {X)  to g l t - r .0(X) .  l te  sni r l .

T l rere is  n lso " r roth i r rg i l legal  about"
having I ' i r ro connected to the t i rnd-ra iser ,
even though she is  not  involved in the
lawsui t ,  Par is i  sa id,  beeause she and the
other two jurlges "ran as a team.,'
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IGOP tries to use
iudges as shills

, ' l 'he Westclrester llelnrblit 'an I'arly
, 'hns gorrc overlxrart l  in s:r l ist ] , i r rg i ts

rr t ' r ,er errr l i r rg aplrct i le f i r r  f rrrr t ls.

. 
' l ' lre party crrrllarr.a.ssetl tlrr.tn

, jrrrlgr:s rvllo sl:rr{erl ter.rns ol'ollice tlris
: : :wcek lry grrotrrol i l rg l l rc ir  l ratnes i rr  : rrr
f ; : r l lcrngrl  lo rh arv lawyer.s arrr l  ol l r t , r .s trr'  

a $l '71-r i t  lx, tsol t  f i r rrr i  raiscr.st , luxluls l
.  f i r r ' . larr .  14. Wlr:r l  i rp;rcar. tx l  orr  l l ru

,  st t l f ixre to l rc u 1r:rr ' ly lo lxr lh l rorror
, '  t r rrr l  r l isc f i r rrr ls l i t r . the
. j r rr lgcs lurrn'r l  orr t  lo
.  lxr  rrol l r i l lg rrrorc t l rarr-' 

ittt op;xrt trtrril.l ' t6 strrck
, ' t l r c  I t cpr rb l i t ,a r r
. l tn:asrrry.  ' l 'he
'  carnpl igrr  rr l r r l r r i l lees
'  ol ' l l re. j rr<lgcs i t rc rrot

goirrg to gcl a r,t' lrt
f t r l r rr  lhe cvcrrt ,  : rrrr l  i t

Party to honor
three jurists
nearly results
in dislronor.

tvc. t 'e_glrrzzlrr l  arrr l  r rpsct alx lrr t  lxr i rrg
asktr l  lo rrr i rke i r  rrrrr t r  i l r rr l iorr  l l  t l r i i
titrrc, par licrrlar'ly lxr,irrrse tlury krrew
ttorre of l l re t l r lee cirrnpaigrr
corrrrrrittees rrrcderl to puy rlcltts.

-  
' l ' l re jur lges :uc j rrs l i l i : r l r ly

r l istrrr lx.r l  l rv lh is l iasrrr .  Not orr ly r l i r l
tlrey trrrrvey tlreil ' l i:clirrgs to
Weslr.l resl cr' I tt1 rr rll l ican ( ilrl i r-rrrarr
Arr l l rony (  blavi la,  l t r r t  thcv are

scckirrg a rrrlirrg fturrr
t l rc Ar lv isory
( lrrrrrrr i l l t le orr  . f  rrr  l ic iul
l l t l r ics ol ' t l rc slate
Otlice of'(.'orrrt
Ar lrrr i r r is l  r ' : r l  iorr  ovcr
u' l tct l tct '  I l r t .1 '  1", , t
al l r . rrr l  l lu l  evcrr l .
( l r lnvi la l ras lxrsl  ;xtrr t l l
l l re pr:rr ty l rcrrr l i r rg lhatis rkur l l t f r r l  atry ol ' t l rern u, i l l  r rrake an

i l l ) lx la! 'alx.c.

Irrstc;ul of lrorrrring the jrrrlgcs, lhe
llt 'prrlrlicarr learlt.l.s have rnure ikrse to
r l is lulrror i rrg l lx l rr .

' l ' lre tlrree jrrrlges wlro sairl lhey
wcre l rot  <rrnsrr l lcr l  in advarrce alxlr t
t l re l i r rrr l  raisu.,  arr  as.scr ' l ion r l is;xrter l
b.y-orrc llar'ly ollicial, ar.c,srrr.r.ogirte
Al lxrr  t  [ ; j t r rarrrrcl l i  o l 'Whi le l ' l : r i i rs,
l ; ' : r rrr i ly ( l r rrr t  . l r rr lgt :  Arh. ierrrre
I kr l i r rarrrr  Sr. :rru: :rr t l l i  of  [ \ lorrrr t  Verrrorr
iurr l  ( lxrrr ly ( l r rrr . t  . Iut lge . lc:rrr i r re
lrcrr is I ' i r rr l  o l '  I  lar.r . isorr.  l , l rnarrrrel l i ,

. ct'oss errrkrrscrl lry ltc;lrrll l icarrs,
I)errrrx:r'irl.s atrrl (btrser.virlives. harl rro
o;r ;xrsi l iorr  in l l re l i rs l  t ' lct : l iorr .

.. Sr:arrt.arelli, also errrlrxscrl by tlxrse
,. tlrrre parties, flrt 'erl tokcrr opgxrsiliorr.

I ' i r ' t r l ,  a l lc;  rrr l l l ic i rrr  (  l r rrsor.vi i l  ivc,  rrsei l
. .  l : r lgt :  i r rnoutr ls ol ' f inrr ls,  rrursl ly hcr. 's

arxl hcr' l irrnill"s, irr lrer conteit agairrst' ' .  a l )ernrx:r 'a l i t :  r  ival .
" l  ' l ' l rose wlro receiver l  invi lal io lrs

"lVe ttre gravely cotrcerrrerl lhirt
our par'lit,ipation irr this everrt u,orrkl
lxr  corrsir l t ' r ' t r l  i rnprrr ;rcr.  arrr l  i r r
v iol i r l io lr  ol ' t l re l . rr les of ' lhc clr ie{ '
ar l rnirr is l ral ive j rr t lgc,"  l l re l t l r .ce wrrr le
i t r  a lel ler ' lo l l re el l r ics corrrrrr i l tee.

()rre tlrrcsn't have to lrc on arr
clhics trrrrrrrr i t l tx l  to klxrw t l r : r t  rrs irrg
l l rc j rrr lges i rs rnrrvi l l i r rg shi l ls is l r ie l i iv
irnprolx'r'. ' l ' lrat a (lolavit:r :rirk, sall 

-

l l re l rrorrcy is goirrg to r le[e.rr<l  a lnwsrr i t
:rg:rinst tlrc jrrrliciirl r:rrlss orrrft x.sr:rrrerrt
rkxrstr't nrakt: rrratlers lrciler..

-. -Irr fact, one of tlte nrain l)ut'lx)ses
ol' l he (:rrrss, elrt lor..serrrel rt 1 xri.t ri,n.s to
lcnlove jrrr l ic ial  ;xrsi t iotrs f lurrr  ;xr l i l ics
atxl  r i r l  t l re s1'sterrr  ol the ol l rroi iorrs
llrar:tir.e wlrerclly lawycr.s irrc :rshrrl lo
rr l rr l  l i l  ur le tr l  c i t rrr ;  l : r igrrs ol '  j r rr lges wlro
lirler rrriry lrcar. tlrcir. r' ises.

We lxrlrc (blavita arxl Co. will
learn a lesson 0.orn tlris, tlrat lxrlitical
fitrrt l-r'a isi r rg rkres lrave lxlrirrretcr.s.

ol)i l | |On.


