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James M. McGuire, Esg.
First Assistant counJel to the Governor
Execut ive chamber 

vvYsl r tv !

Albany, New york L2224

Dear Mr. McGuire:

Thank you for- your Apri l  24th response to our reguest relative tocovernor  patak i . 's  February 28,  l?bg.cornpla int  against  Judge Lor inM. Duckman to the comrnission on Judiciar. conduct.

As indicated when r carled last week and todayr or1 tomorrowrsL0:00 a 'm.  meet ing agenda of  the senaie tud ic iary  c l rnrn i t tee wi r lbe d iscuss ion of  B i l r  #7 484 to  amend-- to  a l i rn i ted extent , - - thestatutory confidenlga]_itv of the New york state commission onJudiciar conduct. while 
-we 

support the Bir l ,  i t  is our view thatit  does not go far enough. Th; Bil l  does nothing to address thefact that the overwhelminq- majori iy-oi-complaints f ired with thecommission on Judicial bondirct---es* by the commission,s ov/nstatist ics--never reach 
!h: i"""=tigative stage-_which is thee a r r  i e s t  p o i n t  a t  w h i c h  t h e  

- j r e s e n t  
g i r r  w o u r . d  o p e nconf ident ia l  i ty .

As we have documented, the commission has been d.urnping faciarry_merit,orious, furry-documented ""rnpiui"t,  in vior 'atron of i tsstatutory mandate (Judiciary f-,aw Sac. f l  ,  which, by a self_pronulgated ru le  (22 NycRR Slooo.3) , -  1 l  das suUvei tea.  In  suchfashj-on the commission nq= pr"t!"t"a pgr"rlrrr, 
- 

poriticarry_connected judges from discipllnary inves€igation.' The presentBirr wourd not prevent the c6rnnissio. iro* continuing to cover-upfor those judges--while going aiter--tn; 
- 

,; i i ;t l ; 'o 
n,r",,, whoseconduct is minor in comparison" to 

-rr,"t 
more irnportant judges aredoing to corrupt the rur-e of raw and respect to-r trre judiciary.

on the subject  of  the comnissionrs rank protect ionism, r  encrosea copy of our pubrished Letter to €n" Edll;;-,- "commission
Abandons rnvestigative Mandater, rni"n appeared in the August L4,L995 New York Law Journal. rt aescr' iLe;_ "d--giouna-ureakinglegar challenge to Ehe comnission ""-Jrrai"i.r conduct.
A copy of  the r i t igat ion f i le of  that  regar charrenge wirr  betransnitted to the Governorrs office when we are in Arbanytomorrow. rt documents that the conmission is noi onry corrupt,but that  i t  has corrupted the juaic iaf  pro""==.
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Enclosure

Yours for a guality judiciary,

€Yena re^
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l  Accountabi l i ty ,  fnc.

M a y  6 ,  1 9 9 6

we would most appreciate if, whir-e r^/e l-re in Arbany, you wourdarrange for us to receive. copies ;i ah; ""a"ri i i"g documentswhich the Governor transrnitte'a- to 
-t i. 

commission on Judicialconduct and itenized in hi; i i t"*r-;;, Lse6 coverretter. youhave already provided .r" with ati" 'Report to the GovernorRegarding Alregations Against Judge Lorin' M, oulxrnan,,-_which \^/epreviously requested. wa now seek the balance. rnG consists oftwo affidavits of two Assistant oisirict Attorneys, the November24, L992 r-et ter  f rom a chief  a=" i=l"" t  o istr icf  At torney, andL2 transcr ipts of  cr iminal  """ i i -  p.""""dings. In the eventproviding such documents io us on short noti le is not possibre,we would appreciate if you wourd have tn"* sent to us by nail.
Thank you very much

I


