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on choosing Judges, pataki creates problems
To the Edltor:

Our clflzens' organizatlon sharesyour posttion that Gov. GeorgeE. Patakt shoutd take the lead inprotectlng the publlc from processes
or Judtctal selecilon thai do not
1::l:1." cy.?llty ano rnoepenaent ji-
orclary.. (.llb way to ctrodse.ruoges," eclitorial, Nov. ll). Howev-
er, the Governor ls the pioblem _
not the solutlon.
. A Sept. l,l news arilcle descrtbed
:l9w g9velnor patakt had polilctzed
:-Jnsnr setecilon,' to New york,s
l1{9:l court by-appotn0ng.hts owncounsel, Mlchael Flnnegan, to thecommtsston on Judtciat Nomt;td.
Ile :upposedty Independent bodvrnar.ls tO -furnlsh hlm the names oi"well quallfled,, candldates tor thaicourt.
_ffqr... egreglous ls how Governor
llrlkt^ !ra:. handted J udrctar appoint_ment to the state's lower courts.
:ygl " year and a hatf ago, theuovernor promulgated an executive
oroer to establlsh screenlng commit-

tees to evaluate candldates for appotntlve Judgeshtps. Not one of theiecommlttees has been estaUltshed. tn-stead, the Governor _ now almost
|{!wa.V through hts term _ pur_
ryIr p use a temporary Judictatscreentng commlttee. Vlrtuilly noInformatlon about that commltiee ispublicly avallable.

Indeed, the Governor's temporary
:gTTlltg" has. no telephone nirmbei,
ano au-hquirles about lt must beotrected to Mr. Flnnegan, the Gover-nor-s counsel. Mr. Flnnegan refuses
to dlvulge any informatto-n aUouitf,e
temporary commlttee's r"mUei-
ship,.its procedures or even the quali_
ncauons of the Judlciat candldates
uovernor patakl appolnts, based onrui recommendatlon 0o hlm that theyare "hlghly quallfled."

,Slx months agq we asked to meetwrm 9 overnor patakl to present
ilm wlth petltlons, slgned by I,SOONew Yorkers, for an Investigailon
and prbfic hearings dn ,,trre -poiiii-
cal manipulatlon of Judgeshl-ps In

the State of New york." Governor
Patakl's response? We're stiil walt-
mg. _ Emne RurH SassowsR

Coordinator, Center for Judlciai
Accountabilitv lnc.

Whtte plalns, Nov. t3: 1996


