
CrNrnn firr JuuICTAL AccouNTABrLrry, rNC.

Poil Affice Box 8l0l
White Plains, New York 10602

Tel: 914-155-4373 E-Mail: ciu@iudgeh,atch.ors
llebsite: www.iudgewstch.ors

BY E-MAIL

March 11,2014

TO: New York State Assembly
Robin Marilla, Records Access Officer

FROM: Elena Ruth Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

RE: UPDATE: Legal Representation and Litigation
against the Commission to Investigate Public Comrption

Pursuant to Assembly Rule VIII, "Public Access to Records", please furnish any subsequent records

gormane to our December 16,2013 FOll/records request.

For your convenience, enclosed are: (1) the December 76,2013 Folllrecords request; (2) your

December 23, 20L3 response; (3) a February 23, 2014 article "Silver spends more ta resist

corruption commission" in Capital New York, by Jimmy Vielkind.

Thank you.

&^qfugs@tq

Enclosures

cc: Committee on Open Government
ATT: Robert Freeman, Executive Director

The Public & The Press



CnNrnn &" JuorcIAL AccouNTABILITy, rNC.

Post OfJice Box 8101

llthite Plains, New York 10602

Tel:914-455-437i E-Mail: cia1iiudsewstch.org
Website: www.iudgew*tch.org

BY E-MAIL

December 16,2013

TO: New York State Senate
Francis W. Patience, Secretary of the Senate

New York State Assembly
Robin Marilla, Records Access Officer

FROM: Elena Ruth Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

RE: Retention of Counsel for Purposes of Legal Representation and Litigation
against the Commission to Investigate Public Comrption

Pursuant to Senate Rule XV, "Freedom of Information", and Assembly Rule VIII, "Public Access to

Records", please furnish all publicly accessible documents pertaining to the retention of the law

firms Kirkland & Ellis, LLP (Michael J. Garcia, Esq.); Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman, LLP

(Marc E. Kasowitz, Esq.); and Loeb & Loeb, LLP (Jay K. Musoff, Esq.) and any other law firms or

attorneys for purposes of legal representation and litigation against the Commission to Investigate

Public Comrption.

Please additionally furnish any resolutions passed by the Senate and Assembly with respect thereto.

Thank you.

&aaa#*ry*tfu

cc: Committee on Open Government
ATT: Robert Freeman, Executive Director

The Public & The Press
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THE ASSEMBLY

STATE OF NEW YORK

ALBANY

Public lnformation Office
Robin Marilla

Records Access Officer

Room 202
Legislative Office

Building
Albany, New York 12248

(518) 455-4218

December 23,2413

Dear Elena Sassower:

Your FOIL request dated December 16,2013 was received on that date. You have requested all
publicly accessible documents pertaining to the retention of the law firm Kirkland & Ellis, LLP;
Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman, LLP; and Loeb & Loeb, LLP and any other law firms or
attorneys for purposes of legal representation.

Attached please find the Justification for Contract between the New York State Assembly and

Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman, LLP.

Additionally please note, there are no resolutions passed by the Assembly and Senate with
respect thereto.

Sincerely,
Robin Marilla
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Silver spends more to resist
coruption commission
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By Jimmy Vielkind 1C:22 p.m. I Feb. 23. 2014

ALBANY-Assembly Speaker She lc{on Silvr.r rvill spencl anothrr $300.000 of publit

moncy to assist scveral iaw firms-including the one thart employs him-as the.v fight

subptrr'nes from a statt' anti'corruption panel, statc reeords sholr.

The, heavily Democratic Assembiy, rvhere Silvcr has becn speaker for 20 ytars, upped its

Lontract with the firm of Kasolvitz" Bcnson, Tttrres & Friedman fr*m Si!,0ilt) ta

5 J 5 i.( !(iU tasl 1!eEl(.

An amcnclmcnt $,as proci.ssed b1,'thr. statc comptroller's tiffice on Thursda.*-, thc tlay

bt'fr:re the latest round of paprrs r,+ere due in the ongoing legal battL' be'trveen legislative

employtrs ancl the $lort'land Cr:mmission to Investi!{atl- Public Corruption, rvhich

Gove,rnur Andrrtr,Currmrr conr.cnccl in Juiy. Thc cornmissicln has issr:crl lu ncn'

sirl:p*tcnas last munth in connertion w.!th reimburscmL-nt from campaign iiecounts, a

source told the Wall Street loumnl.

The cr:mmission last year subpocnaed reeords frnm lli bltsintsses iiut pa,v iegislators,

saying tht: outsicle cmployment of legislators crcates a "risli *icrimrnirl Lrthavi*r"

brcause thcir rvork product is oftcn intangiblc. Lrgislators have argucd tht'commission-

which does not have a separate budgtt linc-txist to simply browbt'at thcm in

negotiations lvith Cuomo. On Friday, ltgislative ltaders argued the'subpocnas shtluld be

quashed be.causr it is an "usurpati*n" of thcir constitutional lawmakine powLlrs.

"While the Morrland Ciimrnissit;n is conductinSg an illegitimate fishing expedition. lve're

http:/ilvuar.capritalnarvlnrkconr/articlddbant'2o14/0Z854O71flsilr,er-sperds-morsresist-ctrruptitrFcsnnission

An ally comes forward, another
steps back

Thomson says News Corp. will
take lt slow

Silver to ine lude pre-K tax
authorization in budget resolution

Astorino gets a quart€r of
Republican support

ESPN will launch 'Exit 31'

Sheldon Silwr. (AP Fhoto/lim Roske)
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Silrer sperds nmre to resist cdrugior conrrissim I Cafital Nsr York

going to retain counsel," said Silver spokesman

&lichaei Whyland. "lt's costing the state a lot of

money, too."

Kasornitz's firm is working in coniunclion with

lalvyers for the Stnate Republican conference as

well as its Independent Dernocrati( Confert'nce',

who control the chamber in a coalition.

Republicans have paic{ at least S5O,OO0 to

Kirkland & Ellis. wherr'former U.S. Attorney

Michael Garcia is the lead attorney. The IDC

wsuld not say how'much it has paid Lor*b &

Loeb, which represent$ it in the casc against the

rommission.

The commissioners did not subpotna the

legislative le ade rs; they were granted statlls as

"intervenors" in the ehallenges brr:ught by the

private law firms.

-i,it.!-i\i.l:..r-i: ]L

El o*ron Jimmy vielkind

MORE IN ALBANY

Albany Pro: GOP chairs waiting on Trump; de Blasio signals retreat

'Warren Buff ett lndicator'
Signals Collapse in Stock

Market
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Lindsey Vonn Tells Vogue:

No More Marriage

The 8 Biggest Film Box
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Thanks to Commen Cortt,;r A.storins: Albany i; a

rrre tos5-up election for 'cr::spool,'nr:eds purging
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by Taboola

ffirymruffi
Aibany Regent rteps down, Silver to include pre-l( tax
lesving open se;rt authorisalion in budget

resol ution
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