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DECISION & ORDER

Petition, Frsuurt to $ 691.6(a) of the nrles of this coufi, by Elizabeth Holtznran
to vacate a l-ctter of Reprimand dated October 19, 19E9, issucd by ttre Grievance Comminec for
the Tenth Judicial Distria. Petitioner Holtznran is an ettoraey rdmined to the pradicc of law by
this Coun on March 16, 1966 rnd wrs at the tirac of the alleged misconduct dre Disuia Anorney
of Kings Corrnty.

Ar a rncethg hcld on June E, 19E8, thc Grievance Comrnittce for tlrc Tenth
Judicial Distria voted to edmonish lvls. Holtznan for mahing public a lener containing speciEc
dlegatiors of miscondua by a judge without first determining the cenaimy o[_th9 merit of those
accusations; for requiring ttrat the complaining wimess be b'roughr to Ms. H-oltanran's officc,
quesrioned, and videotaped under oath; and thercafier, releasing the audio of that tape tg the
dredia, despitc lvls. Hotanran's knowledge that this ygrgss-ygutd be-anecassary.wimess in the
two indepindent investigations of this incident which Ms. Holtznran's lenes had-triggered. Jn
rddition,-the Connninee disapproved of Ms. Holtzrnan's press release of Deccmber T\ 1987,
which, rather than dleviating the situation, fiuthcr demeaned the judge by referring to other
rllegations of misconduct by the ju_dge lnown to lvls. Holtzrnan, in violation o!DR 8-102(8), Df,
l-10'2(AX5)(6) and EC E-6 bf trC Codc of Professional Responsibilrry. The Liatcr of Admonition
was issued on Iurr 17, 1988.
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' On July 15, l9EE, Ms. Holtzrnan regresrcd a subcommiree hcaring pursuant to $
69.1.6 of the rulcs of this corut, which rEquest w8s grantcd. The pctitioner was scrved with a

notice of hcaring rnd staterrnt of charges dated Oetobcr 19, 198E, dleging threc drarges of
professiond misconduct geoerally srared rs follows: (l) rcleasing a copy of a lener to the public,-wrirrcn 

by Ms. Holtznan as Distria Anomey to Judge Krthryn McDoaald, acansing Judgc lrving
Lcvine of miscondua witbout first determining the ccnainty of tlre merit of tbc rccrsuions; (2)
ceusing a wimess to be summolred urd interrogated without e vdid prblic purpolc; urd (3) issuing
I prEss release on Decernber ?2, 1987, stating that she bad loo*,ledge of other allegations of
misconduct by the judge after a Eport was issued by Judge l(eating, whictr stued that tbe
eccusatioru in Ms. lloltzsran's tener to Judge McDoadd werc unfoundcd.

Hearings were hdd oa Deccnrber 7 rad 16, l9EE; January 17, Feb,nrary I, March
7 and E, April 28, May 26, June 9 rnd September 13, 19E9. Thc finding6 of the subcornminee
were presented to the Grievancc Cmrrninec on Oaobcr 4,19E9. Tbe Comminee rustaiDcd only
rro charges and voted to issuc lvls. Holtzuran r Lencr of Reprimand.

Tbe l*tter of Rep,rimand daed October 19, 19E9 was brsed upon t'Is.
Holtanan's releasing a later wrineo to Judge McDoodd to the Erblic (Charge One) urd for
issuing a press r:lease on December U,19E7, which stded thet Ms. Holtznan had lnowledge of
other dlcgations of misconduct involving Judge lrvine (Charge Tbree). The Comminec found
petitioner's condua prejudicial to the adminisuation of ffice and adverscly refleaed on her
fimess to practice law.

It[s. Holtzraan now petitions this court to v8cate the Lcner of Reprimand.

We have considered the eotirc pcord io this matt?r and frrd that petitioner
Holtznran is g,:ilty only of Charge One in the Staemeat of Charges, which dleged, inter alia.
that Ms. Holtzrnan, as Distria Anomey of Kings County, made public accusations of miscondua
against a judge without first determining the certainty of the meria of the acansations in violation
of DR 8-102 and DR l-102(AX6).

thereto, it is
Upon the papec filed in suppon of the petition and the papers filcd in op,position

ORDERED that the petitioner's motion to vacate the Lcter of Reprimand datcd
Oaober 19, 1989 is denied; and it is further,

ORDERED that the l-ctter of Reprimand be modificd to reflect that it is based
only upon the first cturge; and it is further,

ORDERED ttrat the petitioner's regues for oral argunent is dcnied.

lvlANGAI.{O, PJ., THOMPSON. BRACKEN, BROWN rnd BALLETTA, JJ., concur.
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