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December 19,2001

New York State Senate Judiciary Committee
The Capitol, Room 413
Albany, New York 12247

ATT: Susan Zimmer,Clerk

RE: F.O.I.L. Reouest to Inspect Documents from the Record of the

Senate Judiciary Committee's Januar.v 27. 1987 "Public Hearinc

to Consider the Nomination of JOSEPH W. BELLACOSA as

an Associate Judge to the New York State Court of Appeals"

Dear Ms. Zimmer

Pursuant to of the Freedom of Information Lal (F.O.I.L.) [Public Offtcers Law, Article

VI, $881, the Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) requests to inspect documents

submined to the Senate Judiciary Committee in opposition to the confirmation of Joseph
q 

W. Bellacosa as an Associate Judge to the Court of Appeals.

In particular, CJA requests to inspect documents submitted by the two witnesses who

testified in opposition to Judge Bellacosa's confirmation at the January 27,1987 hearing

on his nomination, to wit, Bernard Hanft and George Sassower.

According to pages I l4 and 136-137of the transcript of the January 27, lg87 hearing,

Acting Chairman John Dunne stated that the correspondence of Mr. Hanft and Mr.

Sassower with the Committee relative to Judge Bellacosa had been made "part of this

record". Foryour convenience, copies ofthose pages are enclosed.



I.IYS sende Judiciary Committee Page Two Deoernber 19,2001

Pursuant to F.O.I.L. [Public Officers Law $89.3], your response is required within five
business days of receipt of this written request.

Thank you.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Enclosures
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