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services for drug and alcohol dependency rose to 56 percentin 1996, up from 53

percent in 1995. Fifty-eight percent of the drug-dependent clients and 3B percent of

the alcohol-dependent clients received services from providers under contract.

Supplemental Table S-16 shows that the total number of alcohol- and drug-

dependent offenders rose 5 percent in 1996 to 23,126.The total number of drug-

dependent offenders increased 7 percent to 19,551; the total number of alcohol-

dependent offenders declined 4 percent to 3,575.

Complaints Against Judicial Officers
:Pursuant to lltle 28 U.S.C. $372k\, any person alleging that a circuit judge, a

district iudge, a bankruptcy iudge, or a magistrate judge has engaged in conduct

prejudicial to the effective and expeditious administration of the business of the

courts, or alleging that such an officer cannot discharge all the duties of the office

because of physical or mental disability, may file a complaint with the clerk of the

court of appeals for that circuit or with the clerk of the applicable national court. The

number of judicial complaints filed in 1996 totaled 529, a 7 percent decrease from

the previous year. Table ll summarizes judicial complaints activity from 1994 through

t996.

A single complaint may involve multiple allegations against numerous ludicial

officers. This year, the allegations cited most often were preiudice andlor bias and

abuse of judicial power. Almost one-half of all complaints filed originated in the Third,

Fifth, Ninth, and Eleventh Circuits.

This year, 588 complaints were terminated, up 7 percent from 1995. All 588 of

the complaints terminated were dismissed or concluded by chief judges without the

appointment of a special committee to investigate the allegations of the complaint

pursuant to $372k)(4). Following the termination of 355 of these complaints by chief

judges, no petitions subsequently were filed for review by the iudicial council of a

circuit. The remaining 233 complaints were terminated by the iudicial councils on

review after the complainants filed petitions for review. Sixty-five percent of the

complaints dismissed by chief judges without the appointment of a special committee

were found to be outside the jurisdiction of $372(rc1because they were directly

related to the merits of the decisions or procedural rulings rendered by the iudges

named in the complaints.

The number of pending iudicial complaints declined by 30 percent to 138, as

terminations outnumbered filings for the first time in six years.
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This year, the fudicial Conference Committee to Review Circuit Council Conduct

and Disability Orders, pursuant to $372(c)(10), ruled on a judicial complaint originat-

ing in the Ninth Circuit. ln 1994 the fudicial Council of the Ninth Circuit had dis-

missed the complaint in part, ordered corrective action, and ordered other appropri-

ate disciplinary action (which was not specified). The )udicial Conference Committee

affirmed the Ninth Circuit's disposition.
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Judicial Complaints Filed, Concluded, and Pending
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Status of Article III Judgeships
On September 30, 1996, a total of 18 vacancies existed among the 179 fudge-

ships authorized for the U.S. courts of appeals. One of these vacancies was in a new

position created on December l, 1990, by the Federal Judgeship Act of 1990. That

vacancy, along with six others, had existed for more than l8 months. Table l2 pro-

vides information on the status of judgeship positions since 1992.
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Table S-24. i
Report of Complaints Filed and Action Taken Under Authority of Title 28 U.S.C. Section 372(cl
for the Twelve-Month Period Ended September 30, lggo
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Table S-24. (Continued)
@

Appropriate Aclion Already Taken
Aclion No Longer Necessary Because of
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Complaint Withdrawn
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'CC = U.S. CLAIMS COURT.

'?ClT = COURT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE.
,  BEVISEO.
. .  EACH COMPLAINT MAY INVOLVE MULTIPLE ALLEGATIONS AGAINST NUIVEROUS JUDICIAL OFFICEFS. NATUBE OF ALLEGATIONS IS COUNTED WHEN A COMPLAINT IS CONCLUDED
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