The Westchester Demacratic and Republj-
m.puueimmﬁwvergeofmweﬁnga
amentous arrangement to cross-endorse each
ther’s judge candidates starting this year with

Jemocrat Samuel G. Fredman, now g Su-
wreme Court justice, and others,
Both  Democratic Richard

¥eingarten and Republican Chairman Antho-
y Colavita confirmed that they had been
wlding talks. While the agreement would be
hort term, covering most judicial elections
hisyearmdnext,ltoouldbemestanofa
ermanent arrangement. .

Both said they were committed to retain:

€ experienced judges as well as adding new
nd talented lawyers (o the bench.

The major beneficlaries would be judges
hose terms are expiring Under ordinary
cumstances, they have to raise money and

npaign actively. Many court reform advo- .

es have denounced that system, in which
gahavetoraisecampaimmm;usmny
u the very lawyers who appear before

n. Campaigns costing $150,000 or more are
mcommon,

‘he arrangement could-insure the creation
dipartisan judiciary in the state Su .
- Now, the fivecounty 9th Judicial Dis
$ almost al] Republican, veflecting a ¢
iblican enroliment in the district. In l\;gt
£r, however, the Democrals seem about
xcome the majority, which could affect the
ity-level courts. Democrats now hold a
00-voter enrollment’ exige, explaining in
| their victory in four of fve oounty-level
fe posts last year. . S
Currently, Republicans hold ‘22 elected
fice posts in the 9th Judicial District, cover-
Westchester, Putnam, Rockland, Dutchess

y
publican-controlled Senate this year to fill a
, Another advantage (o0 a bipartisan
stem Is that the leaders could pick lawyers
ho have the potential tg become outstanding
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judses'but dont have the ability to un a3
gueling

and expensive campaign,

Previous attempts by both leaders. to
on judgeshipg have not been fruitful because
Democrats had lttle to offer. When such
agreements were attempted, Democrats could:
not get Aull support of their committee. Fred.'
man could be the catalyst this time. He is
hi&hb'mpectedmmelegalﬂeld&saleading,
matrimonial lawyer in the state, and he has
made friends in both parties because of his
deep involvement In the county’s civic life.

¢~ Under the proposed arrangement, Repub- |

licans would endorse Fredman and Democrats
would endorse Republican Supreme Court
Justice Joseph Jiudice of Dutchess, who is
completing a 14-year term on the bench this
year. Democrats would also endorse another-
Republican, not yet selected, to succeed Re-
publican Justice Harold Wood of Westchester,
who Is reaching the mandatory retirement age.
. Next year, under the proposal, Republican
Supreme Court Justice Nicholas Colabella of
Westchester would get both party endorse-
ments to run for surrogate, succeeding Repub-
lican Evans Brewster, who Is retiring because
of ‘the 70-year age limit. Democratic County
Judge Francis Nicolai would be given the
endorsement of both parties to run for Cola-
bella’s vacated Supreme Court seat. Peter
Rosato, Republican Supreme Court Justice,
had been mentioned for surrogate, but report-
edly bo sent word he wasn't interested. .|

It may be argued that the agreement by
the er3 places strong power In their hands,
particularly in choosing Supreme Court candi-
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agree

‘are forbidden to be politically

dates. The voter ‘would be left without a
choice, , voters have no choice now
becﬁmelendenoonudd)eselecﬁomuum@
the antiquated convention system.. Anyone
whodisappmvao(theplrﬁet'cboioaforthe
cognty—levdmbashopdouofmmw;'

2| primary for the nominations.

Someattempudohadbeenmadeinrecent
years for coopera n among the parties. In
lWS.F\*edxmn,menDanocmdcdmnnanof
Westchester, i

In many counties and, 'in fact, in the city of
Yonkers, the political parties repeatedly en-
dorse judges of both parties when they run for
re-election. They.recognized that judges, who
active while
they serve their 10- or l4-year terms, suddenly
mustr&entu-mepoliticalsystemandgohat
in hand to political leaders at election time.
The' state Office of Court Administration, un-
able to persuade state legislators to eliminate
elections for judges, has tried for several years
to institute a retention system, in which judges
who have served would have to be approved
ﬁ)ranewtermbyvo(ersbutwouldhaveno
opponents. Voters simply would either pull the
“yes” or “no.” lever. Nothing indicates that
proposal will pass soon, ' .

The proposed agreement between Colavita
and Weingarten would, as in the case of
Fredman, include lawyers who have not nec
essarily been elected to judicial office and
served full terms. .Both chairmen would have
lo clear any agreements with their executive
committees and with leaders of the other

- coundes where applicable,

At first glance, the proposed érrangment

appears to have a lot more pluses than min-
uses, -

A.lmon HofMman is senior editor and
politics writer,
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