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THE COURTs J'm prepared to render a
decision,
The petitioners meek to be declared
invalid an agreement between the major political
Parties in this County who cross endorsed various

candidates claiming it is in violation of the

Election raw.

I have before me a copy of that agreement
and it simply says that for the general election
of 1990 -~ 1'p sorry, for the general election
of 1991, 1 am ignoring the Clauses pertaining
to the general elections of 1989 and 1990, "we
hereby pledge our support, endorse and nominate
Judge J. Emmett Murphy, Administrative Judge of
the city court of Yonkers for election to the
County Court of Westchester County to fi1l1 the

vacancy and participate -- created by the sgeat

There 1ia nothing in thig agreement which
compels Judge Murphy to accept a crosg endorsement,
It is simply an agreement accepted by both parties
which indicate that each party is prepared to

endorse a candidate for nomination. There's nothing
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f111egal about s¢, There's nothing unconstitutional
about it. 71f 44 i to be Prohibited it ig for

the Legislature to prohibit it. The public ig

not damaged in any way, They have theiy rights.
The public'sg rights have not been abridged. Ffor
Supreme Court nominationsg You have a right to

enter a primary for the election of candidates

for the judicial convention, 'For County court

There {g nothing in thig dgreement which
is illegal. There's hothing unconstitutional
about {t, _

I am not addressing myself to the other
defehses that were raised, but 1 will point out
that the relief sought ig to declare illeqgal,
invalid, voiq and against public policy the contract,
and I quote, "The contract embodying the three
year plan of the party leaders also known &g cross

endorsements," et cetera, close quota, And that

quote, "Respondent Hon. J; Emmett Murphy be declared
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Court and disqualified of being a candidate for

any party for election to such office." That's

the second relief sought that the designating
petition or petitions filed (I'm not quoting directly
now) of the Westchester County Board of Elections,
purporting to designate respondent Murphy as a
candidate for the Republican and Conservative
nominations for County Court Judge be declared
1nva11d._ And, that the Board of Elections be
enjoined from printing and placing the name of
respondent Hon. J. Fmmett Murphy as a candidate.

I find this petition is totally without merit,
that there is no legal basié for me to grant any

of the relierf.

1 deny the petition. 1 find that this
agreement was not in violation of the Election
Law. It 1s not unconstitutional. And anyone
has a right to endorse anyone they wish for
nomination to public office. 1t is when the
nomination is paid for, when there is a consideration
given for nomination that the agreement is illeqgal,
That is not the situation here.

Accordingly, the petition is dismissed

in its entirety., The foregoing constitutes the

-5 -
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Order and decison of this court.
o0o
CERTIFICATIONv
I, Elizabeth A, Kent, Senior court Reporter, do
hereby certify the foregoing to be true and accurate,

as taken by me on August 12, 1991, before the Hon. Vincent

' Gurahian, Justice of the Supreme Court,
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ElizabeEE A. Kent
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bayﬂ/ ? /%fjw?/ 31991 | HON. VINCENT GURAHIAN
Q . J.S8.C.
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