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t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  c o l a v i t a  h a s  w o r k e d  h i m s e l f  i n t o  t h e
p r o c e s s e s  o f  b o t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h e s  o f
t h e  e o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  m a k e s  h i m  a  d e  f a c t o
o f f i c i a l  o f  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t .

c o m m i s s i o n  i n q u i r i e s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t h , o  a n d  a  h a l f
y e a r s  h a v e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e

s t a t e  a r e  o f t e n  d o m i n a t e d  b y  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  w h o  a r e  n o t

e l e c t e d  b y  o r  a e c o u n t a b l e  t o  t h e  v o t e r s .  I n  w e s t e h e s t e r

c o u n t y ,  t h e  c o m r n i s s i o n  f o u n d  a  g r a p h i c  i l r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s

r e a l i t y .  I n  m a k i n g  r e e o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  t a k e s

i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  i n h e r e n t  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n

l e a d e r s  o f  g o v e r n n e n t  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  f r o m  w h i c h

t h e y  e m e r g e ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  s e e k s  t o  e r i m i n a t e  p r a e -

t i c e s  w h i c h  n e e d l e s s l y  f o s t e r  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  a c c e s s  t o

g o v e r n m e n t  n a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  b y  m a k i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  p a r -

t i c u l a r  p a r t i e s .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  r e f o r m s  s o u g h t  a r e  a i m e d  a t

d r a w i n g  c l e a r e r  l i n e s  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l

a n d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  p o s s i b l e ,

a n d ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  n o t  f e a s i b l e ,  m a k i n g

p a r t y  l e a d e r s  m o r e  a e c o u n t a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  l a ' r  f o r  t h e  i n f l u -

e n c e  t h e y  e x e r c i s e .

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  r e v e l a t i o n s  m a d e

s i o n ' s  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  N o v e f n b e r ,  1 9 g 9 ,

A n d r e w  O ' R o u r k e  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  w i l l

a t  t h e  C o m m i s -

C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e

p r o p o s e  s e v e r a l
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secmed. to be that he (Colavitaitr+a i,ipi,j'r'"'r"'t l le entirc proeess...

w r r n  A e e t e r  8 n d  u o l a v i t a .

. .  O'Rourke knew. but didn.t eare. ihat one clhc largest contributors to Crid"itilj'[inil'' 
"

orehcstr&r ing ooard me'etlngi;il';;;;;g
county_budgcts. Repubilean boarC melnbi\ vu , , rJ  uu( rH( . rs .  ncpuoneen ooarc l  member  Edl l redy totd..rtre eominission t o* . .rr ' ioi" i . i i " i". , ,  d \ rJ  r ( , r r r  r  ns  cammtss ton  now , .a t  

Co lav i ta ,s
Ins is tcncc , "  the  par ty  boss  wou ld  eo  .uo ,  

- - - '

T-on7' Bro*'n's column appeat Monday,
l | 'ednesda!'  and Fridav. ' '

accounts - one Morsan .. I [ ickev;; 
Huiies, aNew Jersey amusement riAe opirarbr'_ *"*grven a u.nlquc playland contr ict that .-

$;88:ffifr 
eost wesrehcster raxpayers aboui

,  ln t982 whcn l lughes wanlcd to inouirea_uout contracts at I ' layland. he f irst c1)n1x..1.d _-
Colavi ta's o flica i n Rcpu b I ican- hc";,i;;;, ";"nol O'Rourkc's olTiec and not f  t  e p"i t .  n"A 

"
once f lughcs wns given ttrose tuci[ t ivc'  

"""

eontracts, he lmmcdlately beeame a gonorous
p-o I i t ica t. con r r i bu r o r, gi v in g m o.e tt, d h_- i i b.frbro Lolavtra s commil lees bet\4,ecn lgBS and ,gg.

OOP Inlcrorlt peremounl
lVhen.word of l lughes' eontract, hls poti t ical

eont r i  l )ut ions af i  d taxdayers' tosses' treeim" 
"t  - '

p_ubli:j 1)-R9Irle assiinid " qr"ii"i"ii ito, tornvcstignte i t .  But whcn the quartet faife-i i ' -
tnrervtcw onyone involvcd ln lhe eontraet,s
negoliat ion. requcsted no records ftom Keeler
9.1-!tucfes. and rhen rtidn't as*;;-,i;;i i l;;i.O'Rourke r l id nothing. Apparentty, he didri , t" 'earc.

.  .  0'Rourke - mvcr kriown for his energetie
L1!b.ll"e of.rh.c.counry soara "r Lesi;taiols 

"'

any.wtry -.didn't  seem lo mlnO Coravi ia{--

m i,iI iff xl!,:gxf :: l1,"f; i i lllt j l il l"" i il"cterk's ofTtee tf a torat or to iobi wei;;;il;li
ll lil lru.lgo!, The jobs were resrored, a""".ainq
lfl;T1"" 

restimony. nnd cotavita flile-i r,"-ii'Jr""

O'Rourke hears
or sees no evil
o,Rr.i";'kiliiJlf .,',';.lTl,il.LT,tl,l.l,".I,,,,,,.u,
nnd .p roba l l l y  w i l l  nev r . r  en re  ab , r r r t .
,.....T_ll j '  rggnlt, lhc stntr Commission on(r_(rvc rn lr torrt  l rr tcgi i ty 's report,  releascdycstcr.(tay.. is tnost inltructivc dn i'f,o'.o-untuexccu r iv.e's priori t ieslhis eoals, i i ; '  

t"" " '"
extrnordinary disinterests,

^ .O'Rourke dicln' t  caie. apparently, that
,"rii;illt'l*11'l';:'#"'"","iillli,iil,i1,,*,,,*,
e.ontrlbut ions ou t of ve ndors n n,i "oiiif*" 

" "' -:
wcstehester-t ax.payers ma ny. m any hu rid recls ofthousands of doi lars. while'Cot nvi ia:; l ; ; ;  

"" ",

il"ti{tt *$ :t li.".i*iJii;i,t ni r*,,..lxll,o,,, . .
il:l:lif i"Tf l"^::J;[i]tH:d,f. j]:;l"x.lrjil"
l9_ll: qo.tv b1'2t .gf 23 r'taytand "druroi. *r,o"'f l r ( l  Duslness wi th Keeler  ar id Colavi t i . - -  

'  - " ' t

. . . : . , . , . i , , . : i  r , , s  pd r  r y  uu rs  wou to  go  ove r
ngendas.  t tcm by i tem, wi th board members tomake su re. Rcpublican interests *eiJ ier"ei'in
al l  board dccis ions.

_ O'Ro-urkc didn' t  seem to care much tnat ,  as a' rcsul t .of- revelat ions 
by the press and the .

commtssion,  publ ic  fa i th in counly government
Irtd bsel' damased. tte admlue<t i"ii riiiiiiri"nls attmtnlstrat ion had a ..black eye" as a resultof stories an_d test imony about pi ir len;;; ;"""
cotavita's pStitical machine. H; ;;iliil'i;assemble an ar_ray of reforms. Hi piomis"iirre
appolnt inent of a . ,working group,; tn f , i r-  om"elo look into pol i t ieal corrupi ion. '

.  As the commission pointed out yesterday.
neither thc.re.forms noi the ..rvorki irg 

siou;l jever matertal ized. Agaln. O,Rourke dt in: i [are.

O'Rourkc,  for  ins lance,  hnsn, i  cared that  h ispnyrol l  hns lopg bcen a joh bank f i r runeml) toye( l  (and.  in somrrrc'puIric;;.;'f il;''";'i;:;1ii,';J;,Tl'Jl,:.'"1'i1.,,
n t ime early. in o'Rourkc's tenurc bnen i ; ; ;_""
!.r ]yl j{Clefk George Morrow approached himal)out alpointment of sevcrat aibui i" l .  

--  """

O'Rourke.. the electcd COp ,:oun[V cx' icut iue,responded by saying that . . johs of t t  ni  i i " tr . .hnve lo be clenred through Tony.
.- T, lny is. of eourse, Anthony L,olavita ofF:astchcster, t he eounty nepufr t ican e-frii iman.
l l.::Ll ."hg coutrt.apparenrrv r"rr ir," ."rniij '
er(eeut ive whal  to do and whom to hi rc.  Aso'Rourk-e prcd icrcrt. cotav i ta p a.i hl'iii if ,'tell ing Morrow the jobs woukl'bc nf ioO- *itn
rili'l'f"l"fi:Tfi ;$::i, :i';,*:_T,lf til' f:: _'l " 1',--

* , , y ' -?


