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SENATOR BRUNO: Madam Presi-dent,

if we can stand at ease for just a moment,

wetre waiting for the return of the report of

the Judiciary Committee.

IHE PRES]DENT: The SenaTe slands

at ease, Senator Bruno.

(Whereupon, the Senate st,ood at

ease at 72 :0 I p.m. )

(Whereupon / t.he Senate reconvened

at L2:24 p.m.)

.[

@

7

I

I

10

1i

12

r3

n4

15

t5

1aLI

L8

19

EU

21

THE PRESIDENT:

please come to order.

Senator Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO:

can we return to the order of

sLanding commitLees.

And I believe that.

reporL fromtTudiciary at the

ask that that report. be read

THE PRESIDENT:

standing committees.

The Senate will

Madam President,,

reports of

there is a

desk, and f would

at Lhis t.ime.

Reports of

ry')

9q

}A

4ZL,)

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: SenaLor Volker,

acting chairman from the Committ.ee on

Judiciary, r€ports the f ollowing nominat j-on:
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As a j udge of t,he Court of Claims, James ,J.

Lack, of East NorLhport.

THE PRES IDENT : Senator Vol-ker.

SENATOR VOLKER: Madam President

Ehe.ludiciary Committee had the hearing today

and vot.ed unanimously to send the name of

Senator James J. Lack, of East Northport, to

the floor.

And to make an opening statement on

the nomination, I will refer to Maiority

Leader Senator ,Joseph Bruno f or a statemenL.

7

I
q

t'l

THE PRESIDENT:

SENATOR BRUNO:

Senator Bruno.

Madam President
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and colleagues, I stand to speak about a

SenaLor that joined the Senate sometime close

to the time that I did, within a year or two

after, and who has, over these past years,

served with great. distinction in every way

t.hat. he has been asked to serve. He has made

we, his colleagues, proud of him as a Senator

His wife, Therese, is here, d.aughter, Kara,

and he ' s made them proud, f 'rTl sure .

And when .lim Lack goes or, as he

wi11, to the Court of Claims, he expands his

j urisdicLion, he expands his public service,
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but he bull-ds on the base that he has had here

as chair of Judiciary, which 1s one of the

prestigious, powerf u1, important commj-ttees in

the Senate. And he has done that with great

diplomacy, wit,h his superj-or intellect as he

approaches all the things that have to be

considered, and he has done it in a way that

has been beyond reproach.

So werre indebted to Jim-

personally, as part of leadership here, Jim,

have been indebted to you for your service in

the Senate for all of Lhese 22-some years, and

am totally confident thaL as you go on to be

continuing in public service that you will

continue with the excellence that. you have

demonstrated here with your colleagues.

So we're sorry to see you leave the

Senate, but wetre veryt very happy for you,

for your extended constituency, and that you

will continue your good work on behalf of so

many people. So I Im going to congratulate you

in advance, and f urge my colleagues to move

thi s nominat ion.

Thank you, Madam President.

THE PRESIDENT: Senator Spano
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SENATOR SPANO: Thank you, Madam

President..

You know, when you look back on the

calendar/ and I look at in fact, starting

in Janudry, f '11- be sLarLing my 25th year in

t.he Legislature. For those of us who have

been here for a long time, you think back

where we were when we st.arted and how did al-I

of a sudden, overnight,, it seems t,hat 25 years

have passed.

f was very happy and proud to have

been elected back in 1,978 to t.he Assembly, the

same year Jim was elected to t.he Senate. And

during these past 24 years, Irve certainly,

like many of us have, seen many members come

and go. Every member has thelr own styIe,

thelr own temperament,, their own way of

impacting the system. But there are a few of

t.hem who have rea1ly made a major impact. on

this system. There are a few of them who I

have met who have made a maj or impact on me

personally, in my own life and my own

political career.

And it's Jlm Lack who I have spent.

hours and hours with, ds my seatmate right
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here for the pasL l5 years / sitting alongside

him in the conference for 16 years in the

Majority, sharing offices in when I was

first elected for my first day in the Senate,

and sharing conference rooms with him and

fighting with him over whether t,he conference

t.able was 5 inches over on my side or his.

But he came to this and he talks

about the citi zen legislaLure . He came to

this Legisl-ature with a background in consumer

protection, came here and Look that background

and was the prime sponsor of the Bottle Law

that really changed the way that we treat our

environment and our community in this state.

He was a person who was ahead of his time.

You know, before it was fashionable

for many of us Republicans to be friendly with

organized 1abor, Jim Lack was chair of the

Labor Committee in the Senate and led the way

so often in protecting the rights of workers,

making sure that. inj ured workers, through

workers' comp/ were protected, and made sure

that within our Senate Majority conference

there was a voice in reaching out and speaking

for organized labor across Lhe sLaLe.
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He was a true leader in his effort

when he chaired the National- Conference of

SLaLe Legislatures, where he rose up through

the ranks and worked real hard in committees

and became Lhe chai rman of thi s nat ional- group

and traveled across this country and across

the wor1d, meeting wiLh oLher legislatures/

but always came back home here to say t.hat we

were the best.

When he chaired the Jud.iciary

Commit.t.ee, he took that same passion that he

has shown in his own life and hls own

political career to that committee as wdl1.

In all the years f'we been here, there is

probably no one that I think has more of an

lnstitutional memory of this house than Jim

Lack, ro one who has had more of a commitment

to the rank-and-fil-e members and. to this

institution than .lim Lack.

And I know thaL you know, I had

a chance to spend some time with Jim's mom.

And f know t.haL .Tim's mom was very proud of

her Jimmy, ds she would cal-1 him, as a

SenaLor. And unfortunately, she's not here

today to share t.his day when we'11 be able to

.7t)

,}?

}A

r)za.)

Candyco Transcripti-on
(s1B) 371-B

Service, fnc
910



t

2

6728

call him a judge.

But it's a day Lhat Your familY

will- certainly all be proud, Jim. A11 of us

who consider to be your close friends are very

proud of you for what you have done for us,

for your communiLy on Long Island, for the

people of this sLate, for legislators across

this nation who have looked up to you.

So to Therese, to Kara, to JeremY,

who is noL here, and to your mom, who is here

Iooking down, we say that we all love You,

we Ire going to mj-ss you Lremendously. , But the

Governor made an excellent choice. And what

better tj-me than this holiday season for us to

be able to say some nice things about a real

good guy who's going to be an outstanding

j udge .

Congratulations

THE PRES]DENT:

, Jim.

SENATOR LAVALLE:

Senator LaValle

Thank you,

support this

Senator Lack's

t.he immediaLe

Jim Lack and I first met in 1977,
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Madam Presldent. I rise to

nomination of a colleague.

district is the dist.rict to

west.
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which was t.he first. year that I served j-n this

chamber, and he was the Commissioner of

Consumer Af f airs in t.he County of Suf f o1k.

At the t.ime, ilYself and then

Senator Pisani had the notion that there were

food products in cans or elsewhere thaL were

on the shelf or in the grocery store for a

considerable period of time and, without any

labeling, Lhe consumer did not have an idea of

whether that was a new product or an ol-d

product.

And I ,reached out f or cooperat ion

and some guidance and assistance from the then

Commissioner of Consumer Affairs. And I must

te11 you that he was enthusiastic, he was

and the peopte that worked with him in his

department. The things that we did in going

through grocery stores and we found t.hat a

grocery store in my village was probably the

greatest offender and. the greatest abuser of

having products on the shelf for that were

years and years ol-d. And so thaL was our

firsL introduction.

We then got to know one anot,her.

And when the Second Senatorial District seat
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became available, f received a

count.y chai rman at the t ime .

.Tim's predecessor/ rea11y kind
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call from the

And the senator,

of late in t.he

game, ds we woul-d sdy, decided not to seek

reelecLion, and the party i-n Suffolk County

was looking for individuals.

And when he caIled Iile , I indicated

that. our Lhen our Consumer Affairs

Commissioner, now he had moved to the Better

Business Bureau, would be an excellent,

excellent choice. And there were cerLainly

other people who voiced that approval.

And Jim certainly has, through

el-ections and through his work in this

chamber, has indicated that he has been a very

focused and knowledgeable legislator.

On a personaf basis, we have'seen

our children grow uP, we have seen them get

married, we have seen our parents pass away.

And so over these 26 years t.hat werve known

one another, it has been not only in a

col1egial, prof ess j-onal way but also a way

Ehat we interacL on a personal basis.

,Jim Lack has been, in the years

been here both as a member and a
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st.aff member and seen people chair the

Judiciary Committee, he has been just a

fantastic chair. The person thaL succeeds him

will hawe to reach very high to get over the

bar. And certainly he has made an enormous

conLribution to improving t.he court system,

changes to the Estate Powers and Trust Laws,

t.he EPTL, and on and on. And I know that Jim

will make a very good Court of Claims judge.

I wish you good luck, J j-m, a4d to

your family, congraLulations.

THE PRES]DENT:

SENATOR VOLKER:

Senator Volker.

Madam President,

and as I said at the hearing, in the Judiciary

Committee hearirg, I believe I am the second

most senior member of the Judlciary Committee

after Senator John Marchi. Irve been in the

Legislature for 30 Years.

And I rve known Jim Lack for j ust

about 25 years, whaLever he's been in the

Legisl-ature, and knew him actually bef ore,

casuaIly, in his career wit.h consumer

prot.ect ion and several- other areas .

But let me j ust. saY t.hat we have

worked. t.ogether, since he became chairman of
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Judiciary, in trying to deal with some of the

complex problems involved not only in the

judi ciary but in the enLire justice sysLem.

Because one of my charges in Codes, as

chairman of Codes, is t,o also oversee part of

the civil justice system. And we have worked

on many proj ects together not always

agreeing, but al-ways we have tried to provide

a united front in behalf of the SenaLe.

And there are a lot of PeoPle who

we've conf irmed over t.he years to j udgeships,

but f can't think of hard.ly any who have had

the competence and the ability that ,fim I-,ack

has. And there's no question in my mind he

wi l- 1 make a great CourL of Cl aims j udge .

And I wish him the best, and

Therese and Kara and also ,Jeremy. He has a

great family. And as I te11 my

be anything

wif e,. without

my wi fe, I wouldn' t Without

fficult.Therese, it. would be much more di

ike

2i

22
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President

THE PRES]DENT:

SENATOR L]BOUS

f too would 1

Senator Libous.

Thank you, Madam

to join my

colteagues in rising to second Lhe nomination

of my friend and colleague/ Senator soon to
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be 'Judge - - Jim Lack.

Picking up on some comments thaL

Senator Spano made, I know that each of us in

this house develop relationships with

individual-s both professionally and

personally. And from a professional

standpoinL, when certain issues come up and

colleagues are mingling and talking about how

to handle those issues, j-ssues about SenaLe

rules or often ethics or Iega1 matters that

pertain to cerLain types of legislation, ofLen

referenced in those conversaLions are "Why

don ' t we see what 'Jim Lack t hinks about . thi s ,

because he has a perspective on that. issue. "

Or, as SenaLor SPano menLioned, he

understands the rul-es of the house and often

was very proud of the fact thaL the Senate

stood for something and today stil1 stands for

something.

Ona

saddened to see

personal basis, I wiII be

my friend and colleague leave

I will have a friend and

II soon Lhe joining the Court

the Senate , but

who wicolleague

of Claims

And just on a couple of personal

ry1
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notes, I will te11 you that in the mornings,

SenaLors Spano and Maziatz t Senator Lack and I

hawe been walking for seweral years - And I

know it, might noL show on any of us. But he

is probably the fastest. walker. He should be

a sprinter, because he moves quite quickly.

And f know that Senator Maziarz in particular

has had troubl-e keeping up with him -

BuL , Senator, I think that ' s

lndicative of your entj-re career, that many of

us have had Lrouble or will have trouble in

keeping up with you professionally.

So I just want to wish You the

very, very best. And as f said, I will miss

you as a Senate colleague, but you will always

be a good friend.

THE PRES]DENT:

SENATOR STAFFORD:

6734

Senator Stafford

Madam

2t

r9,-,
AL
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President, when you've been here as long as

some of us, you make friends by osmosis. And

what I mean by that is you really learn about

each oLher, you fearn the strengths. A11 of

us have had that experience.

And I can share with You that one

of the real and, as you know, interestingly

Candyco Transcript.lon Service, Inc
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enough , yow don't

f riends. But. one

friends that f rwe

LJ am LaCK.

make that many close

of the real and close

made here in the Senate is

He has relatives that. live in my

disLrict. I was concerned this was years

d9o, I handled a closing for his brother, and

his brother said, rrWhaL can I do for it?r' His

brother i-s a doctor in our area. And he senL

me a case of Beefeater gin. That made me a

litt1e nervous. That wouldn'L be the case

today, by the way. BuL that was Lhat ' s al- I

hisLory. It's al-1 history. (Laughter. )

But I do sdy, as has been said here

today, but it should be said over and over/

Jlm does have such a great 1ega1 ability,

understands people, and will- do such a greaL

j ob.

And I have to share this with You,

Therese and Kara. You should be recogni.zed,

but. Jeremy also has become a friend of mine.

And not being here, I have to share with al1

of you there is not a sharper, brighter, plus

personable felIow than 'Jeremy Lack. So we

certainly are thinking of him at this very/
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very important occasion.

We compliment the

another great appointment.

hear a great deal about the

Judge Lack will be doing.

Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT:

SENATOR BRESLIN:

Madam President.

6736

Governor on

And I know we'l

great work that

Senator Breslin

Thank you,

2'.2

9?

GEt,.t

THE PRESIDENT: You're wefcome.

SENATOR BRESLIN: For the Past

several years, Irve served as the ranker on

.Tudiciary. And Senator Lack has provided not

only myself but aIl the members, DemocraLic

and Republican aIike, every accommodation.

And he had only one goal as the

chairman of Judiciary, and t.hat. goal was the

betterment of the judiciary, whet.her it be in

the passage of laws that cleaned up or

modernized the EPTL, or whether it be judges

t.hat were being approved and sent down to us

by the Governor. Whether it was 18B, which he

made every effort to make and have it become

1aw, or courL reform, he was always on the

cut.t ing edge of doing what was right and
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making things better for Lhe judiciary. And

it isn't a co j-ncidence today that by his

nomination we are in fact making the judiciary

better.

Thank you very much, Madam

President

THE PRESIDENT:

SENATOR PATERSON:

Senator Paterson

I agree with

Senator Breslin as I usually do about

the great qualificaLions of Senator Lack.

Senator Lack f met when I first

came here in 1986. I remember his work on the

Long Island Power Aut.hority bill in 1981. My

favorite incident was the time that we were

having a dispute about Robertrs Rules of Order

and Senator Lack came over to show me a

document known as Masonrs Rules of Order,

which are the rules of order for government

procedure.

And, from that day in 1

neve r

Order

t.hat

that

seen another copy of Masonrs

I t.hink Senator Lack actua

996, f have

Rul-es of

I1y wrote
2\

2'Z

GG

,}A

/,3

document Lo convince me of his view on

particular rule.

But it's just an examPle of his
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scrupulous attenti-on to detail, hls enthusiasm

and passion for issues, his work on congumer

protecLion, also labor j-ssues, products

liability, and of course t.he difficult task of

picking the judges here in the state of

New York.

This time we pick him as a judge.

I think he'11 be outstanding. He has always

had a dynamic approach as an individual, an

articulate voice as a speaker. frve never had

the opportunit.y to get to know him t.hat weI1,

as Senator LaValle or Senator Stafford have.

I don't know his family, but I'm sure they're

very proud of hi-m, as they shoul-d be.

And we cerLainly here in the

Minority Senator Connor spoke to me this

morning about Senator Lack. The former leader

Senator Ohrenstein al so spoke t.o me Eo

congratulate Senator Lack from their work with

him as leaders of t.he Minority conference

while Senator Lack served 24 years in the

Senate.
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We're all very proud of

certainly wish him wel1. I didn't

as a Ieader the first thing I would

him and

think t,hat

do would
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be to get up and exto1 the vj-rLues of a

Republican, but it was most apropos i-n this

case. And we certainly look forward to

viewing Senator Lack's work on the court and

trying as desperately as we can to replace him

in his service to this chamber.

THE PRESIDENT:

SENATOR JOHNSON:

S enat, or ,Johnson .

Madam

2t

Gr)

9?

AA
zc*

AK

President, I'rn here to support the nominat.ion

of Senator James Lack for Court of Claims

j udge .

Senator Lack has been a confidant

and a friend whose advice has proved

j-nvaluable to me over the years. Hers been ,rny

seaLmate for 24 years and been part of the

sLrong Suffolk delegation, which included

Senator Trunzo, Senator LaVa1le, and myself

and hi-m, and now of course we have Senators

Fuschillo and Marcellino as weIl.

He has served the public and the

st,ate very well with his legislation over the

years. He's served the people of Suffolk very

well- as part of our sLrong delegat lon which I

ment.ioned. Hets raised a beautlful family,

has a wonderful wife. Hers a special person
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and one that we ' 1l- not soon f orge t .

I think there's no doubt in my mind

that frm going Lo miss him, and many of us

here will miss him. We wish him wel1. We

know hers going to be a wonderful j udge, and

we wish him well in his future career.

And bon voyage / Jim.

THE PRESIDENT: Senator

DeFranc i sco .

SENATOR DeFRANCISCO: I rise

since f'm in the business of doing 1egal work

before judges, and I want to make sure that I

stand up and speak in case I ever appear

before Jim in any of my cases.

But having tried a lot of cases, I

think the most important thing for a judge is

noL only to know the 1aw, the substantj_ve l-aw

and the issues that are being dealt with, the

rules of evidencer the procedural ru1es, but

also to be able to apply those rul-es in a fair

and an even-handed manner.

Although on f irst meeting ,Jim, he's

a very out.goi.g, very f orcef ul, intimidating

individual. But on the other hand, deep down,

Lo Lhose of us who know him, he,s a man with a
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huge heart and a man with a sense of fairness

second to none.

,Tim, you I re going

j udge, and I hope f have the

before you at some time.

THE PRESTDENT:

SENATOR SALAND:

to make a great

honor to appear

Senator Sal- and .

Thank you, Madam

11

19

t3

President.

I ri se in supporL of t.he nom j-nat, ion

of Senator Jim Lack in what is certainly a

joyous and yet f'm sure a bittersweet moment

for him perhaps purely joyous for his

family; he'11 have the opportunity to return

home now/ instead of t.he t.rek t.o Albany that

he's been engaged in for 24 years.

But bitt.ersweet in the sense that

I 'm sure that the relationships, the

accompl-ishment,s, t.he commitment that has tied

him so closely to the state capital and to his

const.it.uents in his district wil l noL easily

be transitioned into the judgeship.

is among my dearest of friends

his wife, Therese

Ioot of time toget.her
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not only

mentor.

9')

ai

4n

And we 've al- I heard f rom a number

of our colleagues about the multidimensj-onaI

,f im Lack . Jim i s certainly a superb

intellect, g1oba11y bright and, in my opinion,

quite the Renaissance man. He's a man who's

devot.ed to his f ami1y. He I s a man who' s

dewoted to the task, whatever it may be. And

he brings Lhis extraordinary capacity and

energy to whatever it is that the j-ssue may

be.

And f rm sure, a.lt.hough I didn't

hawe the opportunity to know of his

accomplishments or share the accomplishments

that he had as the chair of the Labor

CommitLee, I can teI1 you from firsthand

experience that as the chair of the Judiciary

Committee he has been just unending and

tireless in his devotion to t.he judiciary.

And there are things that he has done that Irm

confident would have been a far greater task

and maybe not a doable task for another chair

of that same committee.

There are many ways in which I
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coul-d thank ,f im. One of the ways perhaps

would be if I had my wife, Linda, here to

thank him as welI. And .Tim and Therese and

Kara are aware that she had every intention of

being here, but unforLunately a personal

situation has required her to stay at home.

Jim is the, as was pointed out, I

bel1eve, by SenaLor Spano, is the former

president of t,he National Conference of State

Legislatures. And I tell you from my

involwement that the same type of dedication,

the same type of energy, and the same cri-sp,

analytical ability t.hat. hers demonstrated here

time and again, bot.h on the floor and in

conf erence / i s rea11y hi s hal- lmark at the

NCSL.

He's a man whose contribuLions have

not merely been to the chamber that we reside

in, and to this legislat.ive inst itution, but

the legislaLive instiLutions of atI fifty

states.

Hers an extraordinarily dedicated

and exLraordinarily capable and

extraordinarily judlcious man whose analytical

abilities, comblned with all of his other
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And God bless you, and I wish you

nothing but the best for you, Therese, Kara,

and cerLainly Jeremy as wel1.

qual it ies, wi I 1 make him

Irm confident that he wi1

67 44

the superb judge that

I be.

Senator Ve1e11a

Madam

Service, Inc.
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SENATOR VELELLA:
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President, there will be an immediate meeting

of t.he Rules Committee in the Ma j ority

Conference Room.

THE PRESfDENT: There will be an

j-mmediate meet.ing of the Rules CommiLtee in

the Majority Conference Room.

Senator Trunzo.

SENATOR TRUNZO: Madam President,

f stand here to second the nomination of

James, better known to me as Lacky, ds the

Court of Cl-aims j udge.

Jim and I have been working

together very closely over the many years. We

shared offices in the state office building in

Haupauge , and so I got to know .Tim very, very

weI1. And real1y, when Nick Spano had

indicated the fact that as chairman of the

Labor Committee, when Senator Anderson

22
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appoint.ed him as chairman of t.he Labor

Commlttee, and myself as the chairman of the

Ciwi] Serwice and Pensions Commi-Ltee,

together, f think we together, Jim, Nick, and

l, have revolutionized the whol-e l-abor

movement f or the Republ i can Part.y here in the

state of New York.

But I know the other side of Jim

Lack, which I ain'L going to go into, because

he is a good guy. He has been an outstanding

legislaLor, one that I've been proud to know

and to work with, Lo kid around with him, to

insult him at Limes and whatever else had to

be done, ds friends normally do.

But I commend the Governor for

appoint ing him as a j udge of the Court of

Cl-aims. And, Jim, I wish you the best of

luck, and frm going to miss having you around.

THE PRESIDENT: Senator

Dol-linger.

SENATOR DOLLINGER: Thank you,

Madam President. f made my remarks in Ehe

.ludiciary Committee about ,-lim Lack. f 'm going

Lo just add one other postscripL to those.

Jim, you have proven/ in my

.}.)
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attributes of the great.

you know how to hit a

bunch of them in the3

4r

5

6

,Judi c i ary Commi t. t, ee

chair. And r think

to those who follow

understanding of the

at you when you were the

this is a message perhaps
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throw a curve ball at Jim Lack about what

practitioners did, being a practitioner

mysel f , and he always seemed to have t,he right

answer.

He would talk about how the

inLricacies of what we do here affect lawyers

planning for Lheir clients, judges handling

cases in front of them. That is what the

legaI system is a1l about.

And I think his certainly his

spectacular performance in swinging at the

Dollinger curve ball, Lhat's what you're going

to see on the bench, Your Honor. And I know

Ehat you know how to hit E, I've seen you hit

only hope that whenit out of t.he park. And

you see those pitches as a judge, you will

again use that bat honed in Long Island and in

the politics and experiences in this chamber

1
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and send t.hat ball into the deep stratosphere

in the night.

Congratulations and good 1uck.

THE PRESIDENT: Senator Maziarz.

SENATOR MAZIARZ: Thank you very

much, Madam President. I get up here and sorL

of almost it's a sad day to see Jim leave.

f know that when I first. came here

eight years ago and I kind of looked around

this chamber and our conference, ,Jim was an

attorney, he was from Long fsland, he was

forceful, he was outgoing. We rea11y didn,L

have a whole lot in common

But I have to say that most.ly

through working with Jim on judicial

appointments for the area that f represent,

there are a 1ot of county court judges and

family court judges today that were the

system of being appointed and being confirmed

was made much easier, Jim, because of the

advi ce t.hat you rendered to me .

And Senator Libous menLioned our

morning waIks. And he's absolutely right,

Jlm; you walk far too fast, pdrticularly for
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But f know t ha t. t he re we re many

Limes, tension-fi11ed days, like t.oday is,

when very controversial issues were going to

be coming up, and Jim woul-d give us hls

morning anal-ysis of all those. And f 'd have

t.o say that. when it came to Spano, Libous and

Lack, .Tim Lack was always right , the other two

were almosL always wrong. (LaughLer.) So I

learned early on to take .Tim' s advice t o

heart.10

tr1

12

IJ

7A

15

n{1

17

T8

i9

And, Jim,

congratul-ate you. I

you, .Tim, miss your

important topics to

of my district.

And I do

Beverly said that if

we just wanL to
rm truly going to miss

advice on a lot of

me and to the constltuents

have a message for you.

you need any help with

Senator Meier.

Thank you, Madam

the Court of Claims, just give her a call and

she'11 help you ouL. Okay?

Zfi

2\

.'tt>

.14
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President.

THE PRESIDENT

SENATOR MEIER

THE PRESIDENT

SENATOR MEIERI

I

I

I

I
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to rise t.o support the no
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f riend Jim Lack to the CourL of Claims.

When you come here as a new member,

you find out pretty quickly that this

institution operates on two principles,

seniority and collegiality. When yourre new,

Lhere's a lot of guys willing to teach you

about seniorlty and how that works. Jim Lack

was one of the guys who taught me about

col1egia1ity.

You quickly learn when you're new

here that.lim Lack 1s one of the best people

in this body to go Lo talk to if you hawe a

question about. legislat.ion, about public

policy. And I found out what kind of a guy

Jim Lack was when something occurred in my

second term. It was important to me to have

seat on the Energy Committee because of the

large Power Authorit.y assets in my districL,

and there was no room on that committee. It

was Jim Lack who gave up his seat so that I

could sit on the Energy Committee and

adequately represent the people of the North

Count. ry .

too small-

And with.fim Lack, ro kindness is

When my daughter was about to get
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marri-ed, it was St.eve Saland and Jlm Lack who

counselled me through the process, providing

important tips on how to deal- with the bride,

the mother of the bride, and not least of

which wasJim Lack, who counseled me on how to

deal with the macatuna iphl For those of you

who don't understand what I just said, You can

look it up or ask Jim Lack, who i-s an

encyclopedia of such knowledge.

I said once before about another

j udge , and f say thi s proudly about You, ,Jim:

Judges find the law in books. They find

justice 1n a life wel-1 1ived, in a

well-rounded life, and in a sound grounding in

what is important and valuable in life. You

combine all those Lhings. You will- be a

wonderful judge. God bless you and good 1uck.

THE PRESIDENT: Senator Hoffmann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: Thank you,

Madam President. f too want to j oin my

colleagues in praising our good friend Senator

i1

1ry

7.)t.)

14

Iq,

tt,

AI

18

IA

28

.ii

qt)
AL

L-J

Lack and wi

success he

that is as

shing him well as he moves on.

And f rm reminded of what. a great

has been in yeL anoLher area, and

a dist.inguished member of CornelI
,) fi.
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University's Board of Trustees He has

represented this chamber, Lwo separate

majority leaders, as a very earnest member of

that board. And as such, he has developed a

very warm rapport with a number of people 1n

the Central New York area, in Lhe Finger Lakes

area.

fn his Lravels nationally and

internationally, we have all been fort.unate

that Senator Lack has regarded not just his

own district but all of New York State as his

home or as his bailiwick, and he has done

wonderful things to promote us as a staLe, as

a people, and to explain to those who might be

less informed about our many bounties and our

great, strengths.

We have been well served by him,

not only as a legisl-ator but through his

capacity as past president of the National

Conference of State Legislatures. He has been

a representative t.o all of us in t.his chamber

and to our constituents in the process.

This gives him a unique background

moving into the judiciary branch of

government, and one which will show temperance
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and an understanding and compassion that might

be lacking in oLher judges.

So for your great breadth of

experience, we are indeed fortunate, and so is

the state. And the Governor is to be

commended in his wise choice in your position.

THE PRESTDENT: SCNATOT SCWATd.

SENATOR SEWARD: Thank You, Madam

Pres ident

It gives me a great deal of

personal pride to stand and Lo support the

confirmati-on of our good friendJim Lack to

become a j udge of t.he Court of Cl aims .

I arrived as a member of this

chamber L6 years ago. And over those 16

years , as have so many ment ioned here t.oday,

wetve grown very close in Lerms of friendship

wi th .Iim Lack, and somet hing that I s very dear

to me and something that even though he's

going on will remain with us in the future,

and f rm very pleased abouL t.hat.

Much of what my colleagues have

said I would echo in Lerms of ,f im Lack's

intellect, his hard work on behalf of his

constituenLs in Suffolk County, but also on

nr]aL
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behalf of t.he people of the entire state and

of course with his presidency of NCSL,'in

fact, his hard work on behalf of people all

over the United States of America. And that's

a great legacy that will remain in Lerms of

Senator Lackrs hard work as a legislator.

And of course, building on what

SenaLor Hof f mann had ment ioned in t,erms of

,-Ii-m Lack's involvement with Cornel-l-

University, IIve been privileged to represenL

Cornell as part of my district these last L6

years. And I know firsthand, because of Jim

Lackrs work as a member of the board of

trustees of that great institution, how much

he has contributed to t.he ongoing success of

that great research univers i t.Y .

In fact, werre very Pleased that

his son/ Jeremy, is a student there, dI

ouLstanding student at that.

And so PersonalIY, on behal-f of mY

z'.2

9?

ry4.

A3

constit.uents

behalf of the

congratul-ate

judge of the

acknowledge

as we11, and specificallY on

Cornell UniversiLY, f want to

.lim Lack on his confirmation as a

Court of CIaims. We al-so wanL to

his wife, Therese, and his
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daughLer, Kara, and of course Cornell alum

Jeremy, because you all have meant a great

deal to Lhat communi-ty and to me personally.

And for that we thank you

We know you're

outstanding judge of the

Congratulations.

THE PRESIDENT:

MarceI I ino .

, Congratulate you.

going to make an

Court of Claims.

Senator

Lo him for it. The times f

I probably was wrong, I should

iENATOR MARCELLfNO: Thank you,

Madam President. f rm not going to repeat al1

of Lhe great t.hings and good things that f 'm

sure my colleagues hawe said about Senator

Lack.

The Senator has been a good friend

and a mentor of mine since I was elected elght

years ago. We shared a common part of Suffolk

County, and I always looked to Jim for advice

and counsel. Didn't. always take it, but. I

always looked

didn't take i

have .

F

But

sense of insti

the Senate will be

Eutional knowledge

f act, impossible.

losing a

t.hat i s hard

When you'veto replace; in
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been here as long as.lim and you have served

as well and you've done as much, you learn

Lhings. And Jim is that type of a person.

Whatever job he takes ofl, he takes it on full

boat, ro half-hearted stuff. He goes for it,

he gains Lhe knowledge, he gains the

intuition, and he makes his decisions based on

knowledge.

.Iim knows the Senate. There have

been many times Irve heard him talking about

rules and this and that that could be used and

could be done. When we were in floor debates

and battles on the f1oor, Jim always seemed to

know the answer and always seemed to know how

to get things done.

That will be mi-ssed in this house,

well-, I'm noL going t.o miss his f riendship,

because he's going to be in Suffolk County and

Irm going to always have access to hi-m, and we

will get together from time to tlme. But

we'11 miss him here in Albany.

And, Jim, we all wish you well and

I wish you well personally. And to Therese

and Kara and your son, who couldn't be here

Candyco Transcription Service, Inc.
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but I'm sure wanted to be here,

bless and Godspeed.

we say God

THE PRES TDENT:

SENATOR LARKIN:

Senator Larkin.

Thank you, Madam

President.

I too rise to someone said

second hi-m, and a couple of people here in the

back row said to say it took a long time for

Therese to convince him to quit.

But, you know, I go back to Jim

when I was a member of the Assembly and we

served on some j oint committees. .Tim, I think

if you remember when Dan Wal-sh put toget.her

the joinL tax commiLtee and everybody was

looking at. everybody else. And Dan Walsh

looked around and said, "Jim, Iegal:.y, can we

do it?" And.Tim Lack said, "I'1I think it

over. rr And thaL's how that j oint tax

committee started that set a lot of the

policies that. are being enjoyed today.

And I think that, a lot of the

accountanLs, Jim, would remember that when we

decided t.o pool everything instead of j ust

sending something back to the CPAs or the

constituent with a form leLter that saysrrWe
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got your tax reLurn and one of these days

we I re going to look at. rt We start,ed going

back with the window you remember the

wlndow you produced? And the window said " to

,John or Mary Smi th, " so then they were sure

that somebody in the Tax Department had it.

I guess f inalf y, because t.here's a

l-ot of other people, when I became the

president of NCOfL, Jim came to me and said:

IrRemember, yourre just the president of an

insurance organi-zation. You are to lead, not

foIlow, and every so ofLen listen. They may

have some good ideas. "

,Iim Lack, you've been a f riend and

a supporter. I canrL teI1 you how much f

appreciate everything youtve done for me. And

I want to say to his family what a

wonderful family may God bless you always.

10
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THE PRESIDENT:

SENATOR MALTESE:

Senator Mal-tese

Madam

2'Z

92

24

2,3

President, I woul-d be remiss if I didn'L rise

to add my words and accolades Lo my good

colleague ,Jlm Lack.

Speaking as a Senator, he always

of good judgment and wisdom and
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good adv j-ce. In the questions of j udiciary,

the questions of potenLial j udges, the

questions dealing with the 1aw, he always was

available, always would get right back to me.

Where we had questions that. related

Lo pot.ential candidates and where you had

apprehension on t.heir parts or you had some

f eeling t.hat they wouldn't be acted or, he

always allayed their fears, whether or not

t,hey were ultimately picked.

He was t.he perfect man for the

perfect. position, just as he is as he is sent

to the j udici-ary. He certainly goes with our

wishes for Godspeed, good luck, and.

congratulations on

the Governor.

this flne appointment of

THE PRES]DENT:

SENATOR NOZZOLIO:

Senat.or Nozzolio

Madam

z'2

ry2

qA

qE,

President, my colleagues / I rise to associate

myself wit.h the remarks, support. and adul-ation

and friendship that, we have alI shared as

coll-eagues of this great body, as members of

our conference in particular, with Jim Lack.

I just wanL to reference two points

among those that have been made. I recall-
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that, one of the first i-ssues that I confronted

as a Senator that Jim Lack was intimately

involved wiLh aggressively supporting, and

t.hat was something near and dear Lo ffie , when

,Jim was chairman of the Labor Committee

support.ing the construction, eXpansion, of the

library aL Lhe New York State School of

fndustrial and Labor Relations at Corne1l,

something Jim was very much a part of , as M. P.

Catherwood, who was one of my original

ment.ors, and the l ibrary 1s named af ter M. P .

Certainly it was wonderful Lo see

'Jim' s aggress ive approach to that, a chore

Ehat f certainly supported. But we needed

Ieader, and .Tim was our leader t.hat pushed

that through. And, Jim, f or t.hat I will

certainly be forever graLeful.

One other anecdote that comes to

mind was when Jim spoke to the Appellate

Division members in the Fourth Department ouL

of Rochester, New York, and it was very

interesting t.o see how j udges were so

attentive to a senator. I'm sure that had

nothing to do with t.he fact that Jim made so

many judges through the years in his capacity

21
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as the chairman of the .Tudiciary Committee.

Ji-m, f hope that the j udges give

you as much respect in your position as a

j udge as Lhey gave you as a senator. f 'm sure

that will happen. But nonetheless, you will

be missed here.

Godspeed, we wish you we1l, and we

know you will- be a fine member of the

judiciary, ds you were a fine member of this

body.

THE PRESIDENT: Senat or

Fuschitlo.

SENATOR FUSCHILLO:

Madam President.

Thank you,

I

L-

I too rise and just want to offer

my congratulaLions to Senator Lack and his

f ami1y. And I must admiL never seen him smil-e

so much in the five years, a1most., that f ,ve

been here. And, Therese, take t,hat as a

compl iment .

But he,s been a tremendous help to

me - And probably the most discouraging Lhing

I heard l-ast night when he talked about his

career and I say that as the junior senaLor

from Nassau County, afLer almost five years

Candyco Transcription Service, Inc.
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that he is st.ill the j unior senat,or f rom

Suffolk County after 25 years. I donrt know

what the f uLure hol-ds f or ffie , but f know it ,s

certainly bright for you.

,Jim has certainly been a t,remendous

help to me with his insight of t.he inner

workings of Albany. But for me personally, my

best recol-lection is going to be of his

f riendship. And at a t,ime, a personal time in

my family when there was a crisis, this man

came to rise to the occasion, to help my

family, and I will forever be indebLed and

grateful to him. So I just rise to wish him

the best.

And when you l-ook back on your

career here, you should look back wiLh a smile

on your face and say to yourself that in your

25 years in this Legislature, which is a great

body, and I pinch myself every t.ime I walk in

here, you have truly l-ef t your mark and made a

di f ference .

So best of luck Congrat,ul at ions

to you
22

4,1

art

Z5

THE PRES]DENT:

SENATOR SKELOS:

Senator Skelos.

Thank you, Madam
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PresidenL. It's my pleasure to rise and to

j oin in Lhe seconding of t.he conf irmat.ion of

Jim Lack.

You know, it's very difficult in

this house when we hawe Lhe opportunity to say

goodbye to somebody, at least from this

chamber. I remember saying t.hat when Manny

Gol-d retired. And it's dif f icu1t, whether

j-t's a Republican or Democrat, whether it's

somebody t.hat. you've debated vigorously at

Limes, like Senator Dollinger. I think we all

have a respect for the institution of the

St.ate Senate.

And 'Jim Lack has been an integral

part for so many years of this Senate chamber.

Hers a person that welve relied upon when

issues of ethics hawe ari-sen, 1n looking for

his guidance. And certainly any chairmanship

of a committee that he's he1d, whether it was

Labor or Judiciary, hers done it efficiently,

wit.h alI his heart, and he's been a pioneer

and an i-nnovator in hi s chai rmanship of those

So y€s, it's very difficult to say

to a f r j-end, a ne ighbor on Long
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I s 1and, a col- l eague f or so many years . But

it's always time our time all comes in this

business where we have to move ofl, whether

it's by t.he voter or it.'s a personal decis j_on,

as .Iim has made.

But I just want to mention what a

wonderf ul- f ami Iy you have , .Tim. You know,

Therese, we can say that you are truly a

sainL, being married to Jim all these years.

And to Kara and ,-Teremy, who ' s not here , both

of you hawe done a j ob with your children t.hat

I know how proud you are. And those of you

who have seen them grow up know what a great

j ob that you I ve done and how proud you shoul_ d

be of your children. But whatrs also

imporLanL, .lim and Therese, your children are

very proud of you.

So we wish you the best of 1uck,

.Tim, in your new endeavor .

Pres ident .

THE PRESTDENT: Senalor RaTh.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you, Madam

I rise to add my congratul-ations

t,o soon-to-be-,Judge Lack.

Therers very little to add after so

much has been said, but there may be a
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relationship of mine that has been a little

different the last several years. And iL's

been that Jim has served as chairman of the

budget conference committee that worked on

l-oca1 governmenL i ssues . And did I have a

chance to learn a 1ot, sitting next to Jim

Lack, ds he was moving us t,hrough that.

appreciate your wise counsel- and your patience

with my efforts to learn and understand.

Yourve always spoken to all of us

too, not only individually but collect.ive1y,

in Lerms of our ethical- approach and the need

to be squeaky-c1ean, ds it were. And I don't

think we will any of us forget that, because

that comes from deep experience and

understanding of Lhe challenges we face.

And yourwe been, of course, very

supportive of the j udges association, t,he

Supreme Court,Judges Associati-on, of which my

husband, I was very proud he was president.

And you were there at the meeLings, and they

always l-oved to see Senator Lack come in

because they knew they were going to hear what

was real1y going on with the judiciary when

you came in.
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And finally, as You go to the

judiciary, I woutd remember a time when

Judge Kehoe ascended to the judiciary. And

one of the wise sages of the LegislaLure said

to me: rrYou know, the judges are always

realIy glad when they get someone from the

Senate to come up to the judiciary, because

they can usually figure out what the senators

meant when they passed legislation. rl

So good luck. You take a lot of

institutional memory with you. And the people

of the State of New York will be very

fortunate to have another kind of service from

.Tim Lack.

THE PRESIDENT: Senator Wright.

SENATOR WRIGHT: Thank You, Madam

President. I Loo j oin a1l- of my colleagues in

our support for Senator Lack today.

Therers very lit,tle that I can add

that hasn't been articul-ated and arLicul-ated

very well. f've had the occasion Lo spend

going on ten years now in the company of my

colleague, and I found over the course of that

t ime that he was someone you l-earned to

respect, you took advice from. And on

Inc
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occasion, I would attend national meeLings and

find that t,hey too responded in very much the

same way that all of us here did in the

New York State Senate, seeking his advice,

seeking his input, following his leadership,

following his example.

A11 of those things that have been

arLiculated this morning are very much true

and very indicative of the way Jim has handled

himself here in t,his chamber over more than

two decades. But what I will always remember

1s each and every t ime that f encountered ,f im

when we reLurned from a long recess, were back

after election or whenever the occasion is,

when you're just meeting him, the first Lhing

he asks is: How is your wi-fe, and how are

your kids?

And through all the business Lhat.

we go through here in the Capitol and back j-n

our district, I think we all respect and

understand the imporLance of our family, and

he's always put that first his family, our

families.

. So we're very glad and I rm very

glad to be here to support his confirmation

Candyco Transcription Service, fnc
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and say to his family, you can be proud

because we are . Best wishes, .lim.

THE PRESIDENT: Senator Leibel-1

SENATOR LEIBELI-.,: Thank You,

Madam President.

I think it's pret.ty clear f rom the

comments here today that our friend Jim Lack

is going to be sorely missed. Jim has been in

every respecL a great legislator, and he has

chaired one of our most influential committees

and has done so with great expertise. More

than that, he's been a colleague and a dear

friend t.o all of us.

And I guess the vast majoritY of us

are junior to you, Jim. And so werve all come

in and been able to take your wi-sdom, your

advice and your counsel. I know I certainly

did.
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Yourre going

Itrs a great nomination.

forward to many years of

t ogether .

THE PRES]DENT:

SENATOR HANNON

I just would Iike to add

to be a great judge

And I'11 look

our friendship

Senator Hannon.

Madam President,

my recommendation for

Candyco Transcription Service, Inc
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as a member of the Consumer Affairs CommitLee

We saL there with the chairman. Many issues

came up. And t.he person who, because of his

background and experience, had Lhe most to say

that made sense was Senator Lack. He knew a

great dea1, a great deal more than the

chairman, who happened to be a guy by the name

of Joe Bruno. Now, apparenLly Senator Bruno

has not remembered that.. But I have.

We wish you all the best, and Your

family. And we know that this is something

you have yearned for, deserve, and will

benefit the people of t,his state in

accomplishing it.

on the

j udge

please

THE PRESIDENT: The question is

confirmation of James J. Lack as a

of the Court of Claims. Alt in favor

signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye. " )

THE PRE S I.DENT :

(No response. )

Opposed, nay

THE PRESIDENT: James J. Lack is

confirmed as a judge of the Court of

(Applause. )
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THE PRES IDENT : ,Judge Lack, ds

president of the New York State Senate, let me

congraLul-ate you, be the first to congratul-ate

you wirh that official rit1e.

I have known Senator former

Senator, now .Tudge Lack f or many years . The

first impression of t.he Senator is definitely

that he is a person of substance. As you get

to know him and work with him, you know that

that impression is definitely a reality.

I have always found Judge Lack in

my dealings with him to be eminently

professional, informed, and in the words of my

dad, who was also a judge, a student of the

law. You always interpret the 1aw and blend

it effectively with the facts. With my

background on the State Supreme Court bench,

know that you will make an outst.anding

addition to the court system in New York

State.

When f was with the Governor at

l-uncht.ime, I congraLulated him on choosing my

friend and colleague, Judge Lack, for this

definite benefit to the people of t.he state of

New York. Best. wishes to you and your family
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in all of your fuLure endeavors.

Senator Kuh1.

SENATOR KUHL: Yes. Madam

President. May we return to t.he order of

reports of standing committees. My

underst.anding is therers a report f rom the

Rules Committee at the desk. I'd ask that it

be read.

The Secret.ary will read.

THE SECRETARY: SenaLor

from the CommiLtee on Ru1es, reports

following bills:

THE PRES]DENT:

Rul-es Committee.

Member of

amend the

Assembly CommitLee on Ru1es,

the Education Law;

Report of the

Bruno,

the

an act to amend

ion Service, Inc
1-B9l-0

As sembly Pr j-nt Number 7 5 3 5A , by

Lhe Assembly ParmenL, an act to

Education Law;

Assembly PrinL 11460A, by the

or)

9A

eEE

Senate Print 7597, by Senator

Wright, dr act to amend Chapter 519 of the

Laws of 7992;

720, by SenaLor Goodman, an act to

amend the ExecuLive Law;
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