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Subject Follow-Up Coverage: "Disruption of Gongress" -- June 2gth Sentencing
Date: 612512004, 1:10 pM

From: Elena Ruth Sassower <iudgewatchers@aol.com>
To: iv@rollcalLcoE, David Mevers <dbm@rollcaIl.com>,

cpuvi n h @washpost. com, m i I lerb@washpost com -dewarhdewarh@washpost.com,
pian!ne@washpost. com,

iqroner@leqaltimes. com,
<kfischer@amlaw.com>

Kristina Fischer

cc: publi g@nvtimes.com, meto@nytimes. con, washnews@nvtimes. com,
Was h i n gto n @ nvt i mes., com, ravn ern @nvl i m es cg r,0

Organization: Center for Judicial Accountabil ity, Inc.

To: Roll call, washinqton post, Leqal rimes, and New york Law Journal

FROM: Elena Ruth Sasower, Coordinator/Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)
(914) 421-1200

RE:

cc: New York Times: [By E-MAIL]
Daniel Okrent, Public Editor
Gerry Mulaney, Deputy Metro Editor for politics
Phil ip Taubman, Washington Bureau Chief
Ray HernandezANashington Bureau
Neil LewisA//ashington Bureau

Attached is my already faxe{ memo to you of today's date and its enclosed May 2gth and June 24thmemos to senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Hatch, Ranking Member r-eanv, r.rew york Home-stateSenators Schumer & Clinton, and Senator Chambliss.

For your convenience, also attached is my prior May 2lthmemo to each of you.
For developments since lhen -- including my June titn-gtn memos to Ralph iilader and the host ofnon-partisan, liberal' and conservative "public.interest" & judicial monitoiing oij"1i."tions, on ini"n youroutinely and gullibly turn for "info" on federatiudicial selection --.see the homepage of CJA,s website,
www'iudqewatch.oro, under the heading "Paper Trail Documenting the corrupiioi or r"o"ral Judicialselection/confirmation & the 'Disruption of congress,,case it spairned.,,.

Thank you.
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CnNrnn yo, JantcrAl AccouNTABrLrry, rNC.
P.O. Box 69, Gedney Stdion
Whitc Plains, New Yorh 10605-0069

BY E.MAIL & FAX
June 25, 2004 (7 pages)

TeL (914) 421-1200
Fax (914) 428-4994

E-Mail:
Web site:

judgewatch@oLcom

wtttwjudgewdch.org

TO:

FROM:

RE:

ROLL CALL
ATT: Jennifer Yachnin; David Meyers/Irdanaging Editor

WASHINGTON POST
ATT: Henri Cauvin; Bill Miller/Assistant City Editor

Helen Dewar; Eric pianinAlational News Editor
Michael Getler/Ombudsman

LEGAL TIMES
ATT: Tom Schoenberg; Jonathan Groner/Editor-at-Large

Eva Ro drigu ezlEdrtor -in- Chief
NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL

ATT: Kris Fischer/Editor-in-Chief

ElenaRuth Sassower, Coordinator/CenterforJudicialAccountability, krc. (CJA)

"championing Basic citizen Rights - and the Vital Importance
of Citizen Participation in Federal Judicial Selection"

JUhIE 28d' SENTENCING: UM v. Elena Ruth Sassower

l:00
Holeman I asr to be sentenced to up to six months in jail and a SSO| nne in connection with
the bogus and malicious "disruption of Congress" charge for which I was wrongfully
convicted in April.

The previous sentencing date - June 1$ - was adjourned upon my asserted right to ..reasonable
time" to review D.C. Court Services' May 28m presentence report and the U.S. Afforney's
June l$ memorandum in aid of sentencing.

Please be advised that following my May 27s merno to each of you" urgng you to ask Senate
Judiciary Committee Chairman Hatch Ranking Member Leahy, G* yott Home-State
Senators Schumer and Clinton, and Senator Chambliss "how much jail time they deem
appropriate" for the "concocted 'crime"' of which I was convicted, as well as the other
questiols suggested by my published Letters to the Editor in the May lom Roll Call and in the
May lgth New York Law iournal, I decided to ask those questions myser.A copy ofmy May
28e memo to those Senators is enclosed - as is my follow-rp lr"; z;*;;-o.
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CnNrBn yo, JantcrAr, AccouNTABrLrry, rNC.
P.O. Box 69, Gednq Stotion
White Plains, New York 10605-0069

TeL (914) 421-1200
Fax (914) 428-4994

PRIORITY ATTENTION REOUIRED

E-Mail:
Website:

judgeu'atch@olcom
uttt:wjudgewotch.org

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

Jwre 24,2004

Senator onin G. Hatch, chairmara u.S. senate Judiciary committee
By Fa,r: 202-224-633I | 202_224_9t02 [2 pages]
By E-Mail: senator hatch@hatch.senate.gov

swenjrior@j udiciary. senate. gov

Senator Pafiick Leahy, Ranking Member, u.s. senate Judiciary committee
By Fax: 202-224-9516 [2 pages]
By E-Mail: senator leahy@teahy.senate.gov

^ot u_1.**i*f.ipjudiciary. senate. gov

New York Home-State Senator Charles E. Schumer
By Fax: 202-228-4562 [2 pages]
ByE-Mail: michael tobman@schumer.senate.gov

rob ertlaxton@sihumer. senate. gov

New York Home-State Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
By Fax: 202-2}g-0t}l [2 pages]
By E-Mail: josh_albert@clinton.senate.gov

leecia_eve@clinton. senate. gov
Senator Saxby Chambliss

By Fax 202-224-0t03 [2 pages]
By E-Mail: [saxby-chambliss@chambriss.senate.gov]

Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)

.TTINE 28.h SENTENCING FOR "DISRUPTION OF CONGRESS'
& YourAs-Yet Nor Received Response to cJA's May 2g,2004 Memo

I have received NO response to my May 28, 2004 memorandum, addressed to each of you -
even to t1s limited .-*t."1of a response to my request for publicly-available documents for
1l New York federal judicial nominees so that, "in the event I am sentenced to jail - withno
stay granted me pending appeal - I [might] make productive use of my jail time".

I
I

RE:



Page Two Jwre24,2004

In the unlikely event that Senate Legal Counsel and/or the U.S. Attorney did NOT inform
you that my June 1" sentencing for "disruption of Congress" was adjournid to Monday. June
286. you are hereby so advised and afforded this furthir opportunii to respond to my Mav
28,2004 memorandum, which I will be submitting to the Court at the June )8th sentencinj.

Please note that I not only fa:red and e-mailed that memorandum to you on May 2gtr, but 20
copies were thereafter hand-delivered to the Senate Judiciary Committee office on june 46
by George McDermotq a CJA member, with his own coverletter requesting ..that each
member of the Senate committee on the judiciary receives a copy...i" tt.i mailbox..
Included with each of these 20 hand-delivered copies were my appended two published
Leffers to the Editor in Roll Call (May 10,2004) and the New York Law Journal (May f 9,
2004) - whose "pertinent recitations, cotoborative of my in orrrrr-, rt^a unaeniei and
undisputed by you.

Consequently, I am not herewith re-faxing/e-mailing my May 28,2004 memorandum and
published Letters to the Editor - which, moreover, are .onu.ni.ntly posted on the homepage
of CJA's website, www.-iudgewatch.org -- along with the "Paper Traii" of my conespondence
with you to which they refer.

Finally, please be advised that the D.C. Court Services' May 28, 2114presentence report
reoornmended that I perform "communit5r service". I am perfectly willing to perfirm"community service" -- so long as it consists of my working with the Sen-ate fuaiciary
Committee to develop ways of facilitating and enhancing citizen participation in federal
judicial selection and otherwise advancing the unimplemented non-partisarq good-
government reform recommendations of The RatphNader Congress Project (tfS;, Coirmon
Cause (1986), and The Twentieth Century Fund Task Force on Judiciat Setection (l9Sg)t.
Would this be acceptable to you?

l,

lr 'r

cc: U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia
Senate Legal Counsel
D.C. Superior Court Judge Brian Holeman
George McDermott, CJA member
The Public

&naQ,,g^?-_
;QVerc>a

t Excerpts of these important recommendations are quoted by my June 16,2003 menro to Ralph Nader,
Public Citiznn" and common causs - posted at the Top of cJA's ho.n"prg".



Crnrnn /rr JuDrcrAL AccouNTABrLrry, rNC.
P.O. Box 69, Gedney Stdion TeL (914) 421-1200

Fax (914) 428-4994llhitc Plains, New York 106054069

BY E-MAIL & FAX (6 pages)

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

ROLL CALL
ATT: Jennifer yachnin; David Meyers/Tvfanagng Editor

WASHINGTON POST
ATT: Henri cauvin; Bill Miller/Assistant city Editor

Helen Dewar; Eric pianinA{ational News Editor
Michael Getler/Ombudsman

LEGAL TIMES
ATT: Tom Schoenberg; Jonathan Groner/Editor-at-Large

Eva Rodriguez/Editor-in-Chief
NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL

ATT: Kris Fischer/Editor-in-Chief

Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

JUNE I', SENTENCING: USA v. Elena Ruth Sass",*"championing Basic citizen Rights - and the vital Importance
of citizen Participation in Federal Judicial Selection"

May 27,2004

E-Mail:
Web sitc:

judgewdch@olcom
tttwtjudgewdch.org

RE:

Following up your trial coverage, this is to remind you that on Tuesday. June 1$. I will besentenced to up to six months injail and a $500 fine on the bogus *o tnuiiriour. dirr,rption ofcongress" charge for which I was wrongfully convicted last month.

It is worthy of comparison - and press reporting - that the protestors at the May 7tr SenateArmed Services Committee hearing who unfurled a banner and shouted for Defense Secretary
Rumsfeld to be fired were Nor EVEN ARRESTED. By contas! I was anested, incarcerated
for 2r hours, and prosecuted for respectfully requesting to testifi with "citizen opposition,, atthe Senate Judiciary Committee's May 22,2003 "hearing" to confirm New york Court ofAppeals Judge Richard C. wesley to a "lifetime" Second Grcuit CourtofAppealsjudgeship-
a request not even made until the "hearing" was adjourned.



Page Two May 27,2004

It is my view - publicly stated it -y Letter to the Editor, "Coryecting the Recort in the Mav
l0th Roll Call (the same issue as has a large color photo of protestors .t,il;;y'#;';#;
with their unfirled banner "FIRE RUMSFELD") -- that Senite Judiciary Commiffee Chairman
Hatch' Ranking Member Leahy, New York Home-State Senators Schumer and Clinton, and
Senator Chambliss should each be asked "how much jail time they deem appropriate,, for the"concocted 'crime"' of which I have been convicted. Based on what is summarized by that
Letter -- and by my furttrer Leffer to the Editor, "Portrcyal in News Item Found ,Denigriting",
in the May l9t New York Law Journal - substantiatedby the "paper fiail" of primarv source
documents posted on the homepage of cJA's website, wwwjuigewatch.oist _ tnir-i, tr*
LEAST of the questions the public would rightfuuy expect you to ask them.

So that each of you may have the benefit of the formal research and investigative proposals
that CJA has been circulating - and which, if not pursued by you, will be pursued by others
whose powerful scholarship and journalism will probe your failtue to report on readily-
verifiable documentary proof of the comrption of federal judicial selection/confirmation, I
referyou to (l) CJA's May 4,zoo4proposal to scholars; (zj cra's May I l,zl}4proposalio
The New York Times; and (3) CJA's May 20, 2004 proposal to The Washington post. All are
posted as part of the "paper tail", as likewise will be this ,n.-o. I rrqp*tfuh,,rquest that
you bring these to the affention of the appropriate and uppermost editors and managerial
echelons so that investigative coverage may be promptly-authorized, consistent with-your
publications' journalistic responsibilities to readers and the public at iarge.

Meantime, for your convenience, copies of my two summarizing Letters to the Editor in Roll
Call and the New York Law Journal are enclosed.

I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday when I stand for sentencing -- without penitence or
remorse -- for my championing of the transcendent issues outlined by my June l6,2103memo
to Ralph Nader, Public Citizen" and Common Cause: "Basic Citizen ttgntt - and the Vital
Importance of citizen Participation in Federal Judicial Selection.',

Thank you.

Enclosures ,Nan->t

t Leeal Times does NoT have to avail itself of these posted materials, as I previouslyprovidod it with .trard
copies" to enable it to more easily veri$ and investigate the politically-explosive story that has yet to be written.



CnNrnn 7o, JantcrAr, AccouNTABrLrry. rNc.
P.O. Box 69, Gednq Stdion
Whitc Plahs, New York 10605-0069

TeL (914) 421-1200
Fax (914) 42&4994

E-Mail:
Website:

judgewdch@olcom

wvwjudgewatch.org

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

PRIORITY ATTENTION REOIITRED

May 28,2004

senator orrin G. Hatch, chairman, U.s. senate Judiciary committee
By Fax: 202-224-6331 /202_ZZ4-gtOZ [8 pages]
By E-Mail: senator hatch@ hatch.senate.gov

swengi or@j Jdi.iury. r.nate. gov

senator Patrick Leahy, Ranking Member, u.s. Senate Judiciary commiffee
By Fax: 202-224-95t6 [8 pages]
By E-Mail: senator leahy@leahy.senate.gov

rachel arfa6.;iAiriu.y. senate. gov

New York Home-State Senator Charles E. Schumer
BY FAX: 202-228-4562 [8 pages]
By E-MAIL: michael tobman@srhuri.r. r.rrate. gov

robertl axton@sihumer. senate. gov

New York Home-State Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
BY FAX: 202-Z2B-0tZt [8 pages]
BY E-MAtrL: josh_albert@clinton.senate.gov

leecia_eve@clinton. senate. gov
Senator Sa><by Chambliss

BY FAX: 202-224-0103 [8 pages]
BY E-MAIL: [refused]

Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)

R "DISRI]PTION OF
& prcK-up oF LONG-AGO REQUESTED DOCUMENTS

RE:

On Tuesday- June l$. I am to be sentenced to up to six months in jail and fined up to $500 on
the bogus and malicious "disruption of Congress" charge foi which I was wrongfully
convicted last month - after your Senate Counsel succeeded, by u fraudulent -oti6r," to
quash my subpoenas for your testimony at trial.



Page Two May 28,2004

Had you testified, I would have sought your responses, under oath" to such material facts
relating to you and the Senate Judiciary Committee as are summarized by my fwo recent
Letters to the Editgr, "correcting the Record'(Roll_ca!!, May 10,2004) and,,;portrayal in
News ltem Found 'Denigrating"' 

@ May tS, iOO+y. Copies are
enclosed for your convenience.

I intend to submit these published Letters,-on my own behal{ at the June ls sentencing-and
hereby afford you the opportunity to deny or dispute the accuracy of theit peiinent
recitations, corroborative of my innocence.

It is my view - publicly stated by my May l0th published Letter -- that you should be asked"how much jail time [you] deem appropriate" for my "concocted icrime,,,. I hereby
expressly call for your respective answers.

Additionally, I intend to submit a copy of my correspondence with you, spanning from
March 14, 2003 to January 29, 2004, relating to Judge Wesley's nomination and the
nominations of P. Kevin Castel and nine others to district and circuit judgeships in the
Second Circuit. Such correspondence is posted on the homepage oi cje', website,
wwwiudgewatch-org. underthe heading "Paper Trail DocumentingG Co*rptionofFederj
Judicial Selection/Confinnation & the 'Disruption of Congress' Cise it Spawned". Although
you have never denied or disputed the accuracy or significance of this correspondence, I giie
you a further opportunity to do so now: in particul-ar, to deny or dispute the accura.y;f"-y
memo of exactly one year ago, May 28,2003, recounting what took place at the Senate
Judiciary Committee's May 22,2003 confirmation "hearing" - and idientifying the basis
upon which I would be calling you as my witnesses at trial.

A copy of this memo is being sent to the U.S. Attorney with a demand that his
recornmendation for sentencing - which he has 'leserved" to June I't - be informed by your
responses to the foregoing.

Finalty, in the event I am sentenced to juil 
- with no stay granted me pending appeal - I

intend to make productive use of my time. Please instruct-senate Judiciary Committee staff
to have ready for pick-up on June I't copies of the public portions of tile questionnaires
completed by the nine federal judicial nominees which I haverepeatedlyrequ.rt 4 including
in correspondence dated June 9, 200?:June lg, 2003, July i5, zool,August 29,2003,
December 29,2003, and January 29,2004t -- and which have Nbr bee' supplied.

I Thefinalthreelettersarepostedaspartofthe"PaperTrail". Thefirstofthesethree,CJA,sAugust2g,
2003 memo to chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Leahy, bears a RE: clause for:

F,,



Page Three May 28,2004

These nine nominees are:

(1) Barrington D. Parker, nominated on May g,2OOl to the Second Circuit Court of
Appeals, confirmed by the Senate on October 12,2001;

(2) Reena Raggi, nominated on May l,2oo2 to the Second Circuit Court of Appeals,
confirmed by the Senate on September 20,2002;

(3) Dora L.Iizz-ary, nominated on April 28,2003 to the Dishict Court for the Southern
District of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee held a
confirmation hearing on October 1,2003;

(4) Stephen Robinson, nominated on March 5,2003to the District Court for the Southern
District of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee held a
confirmation hearing on July 22,2003 and the Senate confrmed on Septemb er 17,
2003;

(5) Sandra J. Feuersteirq nominated on July 25,2002to the Distict Court forflre Eastern
Distict of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee held a
confirmation hearing on July 22,2003 and the Senate confirmed on Septemb er 17,
2003;

(6) Richard J. Holwell, nominated on August l, 2002 to the District Court for the
Southern District ofNew York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Commiffee held a
confirmation hearing on July 22, 2003 and the Senate confirmed on Septemb er 17,
2003; 

,

(7) Gary Lawrence Sharpe, nominated on April 28, 2003 to the District Court for the
Northern District of New York and forwhom the Senate Judiciary Committee held a
confirmation hearing on October 15, 2003;

[.]

*SUPERVISoRY 
OVERSIGHT over 

1"1* Judiciary Committee Staffwhose Disregardof
CJA's Document Requests has Included withholding from CJA the public portions of
Questionnaires of Judicial Nominees whose ConfirmatiJns are pending before the Committee
and Senate" (emphasis in the original).

CJA's subsequent December 29,2003 and January 29,2004memos are similarly entitled.

t .

l

li
t .
I



Page Four May 28,2004

(8) Sandra Lynn Townes, nominated on July 1,2003 to the Disfict Court for the Eastern
District of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee held aconfinnation hearing on Novemb er 12,2003;

(9) Kenneth Michael Karas, nominated on September 18, 2003 to the District Court for
the Southern Disbict of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee
held a confirrration hearing on November lg, ZOO3.

Additionally, please also instuct Senate Judiciary Committee staff to have ready for June
f pitk-tp the publicly-available financial statements of Richard C. W;;i;y and p. Kevin
Castel which were MISSING from the public portions of their.o*pt.t.Jq'uertionoaires,
received in response to my March 14, z}o3letter (#l on the ..paper Traili').

Needless to say, if these long-ago requested documents are now contained in boundvolumes, containing as well, the tanscripts of the Senate Judiciary Commiffee,s"hearings" to confirrn the nominees and relatid submissions, I prefer to receive the bound
vorumes.

Thank you.

Enclosures

cc: U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia
ATT: Assistant U.S. Auorneys Aaron Mendelsohn & Jessie Liu

Judge Brian Holeman
The Public


