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Yes, rtre could make that deal .

CHAIRMAN DeFRANCISCO: Okay, thank

you.

CHAIRMAN FARRELL: Thank you.

Assemblyman Heastie.

ASSEMBLYMAN HEASTIE: Hor+ are you,

,Judge? And let me say he11o to you and a

special welcome to tvro of your people with

you who I adore very much. The first is

Fern Eisher, and then also Judge Richardson-

Mendelson, who's a constituentr so I want to

say hello to them

I noted there's been a fot of

discussion about the necessity of the judges

in Eamily Court. Can you just give us a

clearer picture of the .need? You knor+ r ds I

read in your testimony it says Lhat r.Je

haven't had any new Family Court judgeships

pretty much since 1990. So can you give us a

cl-ear picture of what it's like, particularly

in Netrr York City, and give us some framework

of rvhat the caseloads may be for some of the

Fami-1y Court j udges?

CHIEF ADMIN. ,fUDGE PRUDENTI: WeIl,

25
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caseloads ..1 range from 400 to a thousand.

But what's happened is t.hat the cases have

become very complex, okay, itrith families that

are in crisis, vtho need a lot of t.ime and

t.hey need a lot of attention.

And years a.go trhen we didn't have as

many filings as l,re have today, I think the

typical amount of time that a judge would be

able to spend r^rith a family in cri-sis r'Ias

betvreen one and two hours. At the present

time, when I look at. the time that judges are

spending I'riLh each fami-1y, it looks like

approximately 19 minutes.

We have also heard that there are a

number of children that are in foster care,

okay, that are brought to us, You know,

either very, very late in the daY and

attention is needed to be given to those

cases so the judge can at least make an

initial determination of whether the child is

in jeopardy and the child should elther stay

vihere they are or be placed j.n other places

rvith nonrelatives.

So whatrs happened is with the
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decrease 1n the number of Family Court

judges, less time has been abfe to be spent

r^iith f amilies in crisis. And r'rith the number

of filings increasing, that it is taking

longer and longer for trials to take place

and for trials to be completed. And as I

know from being a former presiding iustice in

the Appellate Division Second Department,

that when I would look at these records on

appeal. r.rhat would slrike me is by the time

that these families their cases i'lere

tried, and then by the time that they would

go through the appellate process, they had

suffered and they had suffered for many, many

yea rs .

So I think it is very, very clear to

us that have had the ahility and the time to

take,a good hard look at what's gone on in

the Eaini-1y Court system to tell- you that not

only do t{e need more Family Court judges, but

we also need the staf fing to gio along with

those FamiIy Court judges.

ASSEMBLYT\TAN HEASTTB: ANd IlM SUTE

it' s an issue staterrride, but it ' s
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particularly a large issue in the City o.f

New York, is'that. correct?

CHIET ADMIN. JUDGE PRUDENTI:

Statewide, f have to tel-I you it is an issue

stater*ide. Because the first, second, third

busiest Farnily Courts, not all of them are

rvithin the City of Nett York. Very busy

Family Court in Suffotk Countyr Yery busy

Family CourL, You know, in upstate New York.

So I think it i-s a statewide issue.

ASSEMBLYMAN HEASTIE: Thank You.

Thank you, I'{r. Chairman.

CHIEF ADMTN. JUDGE PRUDENTI : YOU'TE

vlelcome.

CHATRMAN DeFRANCISCO:'senator

Hassell-Thompson.

SENATOR HASSELT"-THOMPSON: Thank You,

Mr. Chairman. Good morni^g. Judge.

CHIEE. ADMIN. JUDGE PRUDENTT: GOOd

morning,, Senator.

SENATOR HASSELL-THOMPSON: Again, I'd

like to thank you and your supporting cast

that are rtrith you this morning.

Some of the questions have alreadY
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been answered, but therets one f would like

to continue to exp.l-ore. Assemblymember

Heastie began to ask you the question about

what is a day like in the life of a

Family Court judqe. And so .I realize that

you have asked for an increase in the numbers

of judges

And if we vJere to, for insLance, raise

the dg€, which .would imply that there r'rould

be a greater need for Eamily Court judges and

for a realignment of the courts in order to

accommodate this, how would that impact this

budget? And has that possibility been built

into your budget for this year?

. CHIEF ADMIN. JUDGE PRUDENTI: Senator,

there I s a number of ways that that can be

done. The original bifl that was submitted

on behalf of the Chief .Tudge really set up a

youth part vhich vJas in the superior criminal

courts, which took the best, real1y, of the

Fam1ly Court and the criminal court positions

and put them together.

But at the end of the day, the

resolutions would be v€ry, very close to

Kirkland Reporting Service



Public Protection, 2/51L4 30

1

2

2J

4

5

6

l

B

9

l_0

11

1,2

t3

14

15

16

L7.

18

L9

20

27

22

2a

24

that , if not identical to those that 1{e

seen in the Family Court, so that there

not be a crimi-nal- record. . You knowr so

j udges would be granted f urLher leer+ay

re

vrould

that

r*ith

regard to sentencirg, .ruith regard Lo

alternatives to incarceration, You know. but

it's yet to be seen

We have also heard that there i-s

discussion and t{e have heard those

discussions t.hat possibly these cases should

go to the Eamily Court. !'lithin tnis budget,

nor that is. not considered to take those

cases into this budget at this time.

This budget r.rould al}or,r for Lhe youth

part.s to cont,inue in t-he superl or courts.

would aIlow for adjustment at the

probationary l-eve1. 1t t+rould allow f or some

of those criminal safeguards that exist under

the Crimj-nal Procedure Lar+ to be put into

place. And then at the end of the day, it

r,rould ill-or'r iar the adj udications to take

place in accordance r+ith the Eamily Court

SENATOR HASSELL-THOMPSON: If You

the idea1, hor+ many you're asking f or

II

had

20,
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but what's the ideal in terms of tlre need?

CHIEE ADMIN. ,JUDGE PRUDENTI: Senator,

that is a great question. Because real1y

r+hen \.re as k f or 20 , as I told everyone, it

r.ras to junip-start fliscussions to see vrhat you

thought. You know, many years ago there tlas

a request for 70-sornethinq Eamily Court

judges, you know- If you were to ask me what

I personally thought, I think we need

substantialJ-y more than 20 Family Court

j udges.

But as I've said during my

discussions, vle .are sensitive to the times

werre living in - lrle are sensitive to the

pressures that the executive branch as well

as the legislative branch is under. And lre

are sensitive to the costs that go along vith

every time that a Family Court judgeship is

created.

So keeping that in mind, to be falr

and reasonable, we thought that to start off

the discussi-on with 20 additional

FamiIy Court judges was a reasonable reguest

in a supplemental appropriation form. As I'm
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sure everyone is al{are, this is a

supplernentaJ. appropriation in our budget - It

is not included. in our budget. We trould need

additional funding for these judgeships.

SENATOR HASSELI*THOMPSON: Senator

DeFrancisco gave you vrhat he thought lrJas a

remedy for how to bring your budget in

alignment rvit-h t.he recommendations of the

Governor by taking civil legal services out

of your budget. What trrould that do to civil

lega1 services, in your opinion, because of

the reason that civil lega1 services was

added to OCA in the first Place?

CHIET ADM]N. JUDGE PRUDENTI: T

that maybe there is a misunderstanding

regard to civil IegaI services- And T

that Senator DeFrancisco l$as saying don

take it out of your budget, maybe fund

di f f erent tray .

thin k

r.r ith

think
rt

ita

But having said that, civil legal

services is the provision of direct

representation to those who are indigent and

cannot have representation themselves ' So

they come to us and krelieve tn€r it's not
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