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May 12, 2008

To Governor David A. Paterson,
Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye, and
The Legislature of the State of New York:

ROBERT H. TEMBECKIIAN
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL

Pursuant to Section 42, paragraph 4, of the Judiciary Law of the

State of New York, the New York State Commission on
Judicial Conduct respectfully submits this Annual Report of its
activities, covering the period from January 1 through

December 31, 2007.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator

On Behalf of the Commission
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THE COMMISSION’S BUDGET

——— e

In 2007. for the first time in over a
generation, the Commission’s budget was
significantly increased, commensurate with
its constitutional mandate and increasing
caseload.

After public hearings chaired in the Senate
by Judiciary Committee Chairman John A.
DeFrancisco, and co-chaired in the
Assembly by Judiciary = Committee
Chairwoman Helene D. Weinstein and
Codes Committee Chairman Joseph R.
Lentol and attended by Governmental
Operations Commitiee Chair RoAnn M.
Pgﬁ%,_gr&zﬂ’t_ef_%?int Budget Hearings
Chaired by Assembly Ways and Means
Committee Chairman Herman D. Farrell. Jr..
the Legislature, with the support of the four
legislative leaders — Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver, Senate president pro tem
Joseph Bruno, Assembly Minority Leader
James Tedisco and Senate Minority Leader
Malcolm Smith. each of whom appoints one
member of the Commission — proposed an

increase in the Commission’s budget from
$2.8 million to $4.8 million. The Governor
agreed, and the budget bill was signed.

Tn conjunction with the Division of Budget,
the Commission developed and over the past
fiscal year implemented a staffing and
management plan to deploy these additional
resources and tackle a backlog that was
substantially larger than at any time since
1978. when a widespread practice of ticket-
fixing, primarily in town and village courts.
dramatically increased the Commission’s
investigative docket.  Phasing in staff
throughout the past year, the Commission
was able to reduce the time it takes 1o
resolve complaints and investigations and to
reduce the backiog by 14%, despite
processing the largest number of new
complaints in its history.

A comparative analysis of the Commission’s
budget and staff over the years appears
below in chart form.

Selected Budget Figures, 1978 to Present

FisCAL ANNUAL COMPLAINTS

YEAR BUDGET* RECEIVED*
1978-79  $1,644,000 641
1988-89  $2,224,000 1109
1992-93  $1,666,700 1452
1996-97  $1,696,000 1490
2005-06  $2,609,000 1565
2006-07  $2,800,000 1500
2007-08  $4,795,000 1711

NEW
INVESTIG'NS
170
200
180
192
260
267
192

PENDING STAFF STAFF
YEAREND  ATTORNEYS** INVESTIG RS

324 21 18 fit
141 9 12 fit, 2 pit
141 3 6 i, 1 pft
172 8 2, 2pht
260 10 7
275 10 7ih
238 17 10f/t

*+ Complaint figures are calendar year (Jan } — Dec 31); Budget figures are fiscal year (Apr 1 - Mar 31}

#+ Number includes Clerk of the Commission, w

ho does not investigate or litigate cases.

TOTAL
STAFF
63
41
26
20
28Y;
28
51



