Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

From: Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) <elena@judgewatch.org>

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 7:34 PM

To: 'Foil@nycourts.gov 'skerby@nycourts.gov; '‘FOIL@osc.ny.gov

Subject: FOIL: “Why Didn't She Recuse Herself? NY's Top Judge Sided With Her Own Greenberg

Traurig Lawyer" (NYLJ, April 26, 2021)

TO: FOIL/Records Access Officers for the Attorney General*, Judiciary, and Comptrolier

According to the April 26, 2021 New York Law Journal article 'Why Didn't She Recuse Herself'? NY's Top Judge Sided With
Her Own Greenberg Traurig Lawyer”, the Attorney General declined to represent Chief Judge Janet DiFiore and Chief
Administrative Judge Marks, in their official capacities, and the Judiciary’s Administrative Board, sued in two lawsuits
challenging the Judiciary’s cost-saving decision not to recertify judges who had reached the age of 70 — and certified that
they could be represented by private counsel. The law firm selected by the Judiciary for that representation was

Greenberg Traurig — and a one-year contract was submitted to the Comptroller for approval.

Pursuant to Public Officers Law Article Vi (FOIL) and §124 of the Rules of the Chief Administrator (“Public Access to
Records”), this is to request all oublicly-available records pertaining to: (1) the Attorney General’s reason(s) for declining
to represent Chief Judge DiFiore, Chief Administrative Judge Marks and the Administrative Board in the lawsuits —and
for certifying that the Judiciary was, therefore, permitted to obtain private counsel: (2) the process, if any, by which the
Judiciary selected Greenberg Traurig; (3) the contract retaining Greenberg Traurig; (4) the Comptroller’s approval of the

contract: (5) payments to Greenberg Traurig pursuant to the contract.

Thank you.

Flena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CIA)
www.judgewatch.org

914-421-1200

*NOTE: to be sent via the Attorney General’s web portal for FOIL requests



