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Responding to "How The Times Decides What to lnvestigate" by 4 TIPS

TO: TIPS@NYTIMES.COM

Responding to your today's " lJnderstonding The Timet' installment, " How The Times Decides Whot to
lnvestigate": https://www.nvtimes,com/2019/03/20/reoder-center/investiqations-exploiner.html., here are four "tips"
pertaining to corruption at the hishest echelons of all three branches of New York State government involving the 5175-
plus billion dollar state budget for fiscal year 2OL9-202O, happenina now. As all 4 TIPS are readily-verifiable, l've

furnished links to the EViDENCE so that you can get started, easily:

(1) "THE BUDGET !S OFF THE CONSTTTUTTONAL RAllS" - AND SO-PARTICUIARIZED BY A

CTTIZEN.TAXPAYER ACTION, NOW AT THE NEW YORK COURT OF APPEALS.

(The citizen-toxpoyer oction, brought by our non-portison, non-profit citizens' orgonizotion,

Centerfor Judicial Accountobility, lnc. (CJA), sues New York's three government bronches ond

furnishes the low ond EVIDENCE estoblishing the unconstitutionolity ond unlawfulness of the

legislotive budget, the judiciory budget, ond the executive budget - including the

unconstitutionolity ond unlawfulness of the commission-based iudiciol solory increoses it
embeds, orising from o statute inserted into the fiscolyear 2075-2076 budget by the 'three-
men-in-a-room" os part of their budget deol-moking. Among the lawsuit's ten couses of
dction is one choltenging the constitutionality of "three-men-in-a-room" budget deal-moking

- the FIRST such couse of action ever, os, likewise, the first-ever challenge to behind'closed-

door legislotive porty conferences that substitute for open legislative committee meetings-
http ://www. i udsewatch.orglweb-pages/sea rch i ne-nvs/budget/citize n-taxpave r-

action/2nd/menu-2nd-citizen-taxpaver-action. htm;

(2) THE FISCALYEAR 2019-2020 BUDCET, HAPPENING NOW, is REPEATING AttTHE
coNsnTUTtoNAL STATUTORY, AND LEG|SIAT|VE RULE VIOI"AT|ONS OF THE BUDGET FOR

FISCAT YEAR 2018.2019 & ATL PRIOR RECENT YEARS.

lThe Senate and Assembly "omended" budget bills, releosed last week and embodied in lost

week's Senote ond Assembly one-house budget resolutions - were NEVER "amended" by ony

legislotor voting ot o committee meeting ond the olterotions they make to the Governo/s

budget bills flogrontly violote Article Vtl,94 of the NYS Constitution. The joint
Senate/Assembly budget conference committees, convened lost week, have VANISHED from
view - being only "fronts" for behind-closed-doors stoff maneuverings and the othree-men-

in-o-room" budget deol-moking of the Governor, Temporary Senote President, ond Assembly

Speoker, NOW underway, further "amending", behind-closed-doors, budget bills without a
vote to "omend" by o single legislator &, ogain, in ways flogrontly violating Article Vll, 54 -
http://www.iudeewatch.orglweb-pases/searchine-nvs/2019-lesislative/2019-finance-wavs-
means.htm; http://www.iudgewatch.org/web-pages/searching-nvs/2019-legislative/senate-
budget-revenues.htm; http://www.iudgewatch.ore/web-pages/searching-nvs/2019-
lesislative/back-to-both-houses.htm:

(3) WHEN tT COMES TO THE CORRUPTION OF THE BUDGET, INCLUDING OF THE

IEGISLATURE's OWlll BUDCET, THE PUBLIC lS BEREFT OF LEGISIATORS SAFEGUARDING

THE PUBLIC PURSE & THE T{EW YoRX STATE COilSTTTUNON.



lThere is no empiricol difference between (a) "full-time" legislotors versus "port-time"
legislators; (b) lowyer legislators versus non-lowyer legislators; (c) newbie legislators versus
veteron legislotors; (d) Democratic &/or "progressive" legislators versus Republicon &/or
"conservotive" legislators. None will confront low or EVTDENCE - and there isn't a whistle-
blower omong them: (http://www.iudsewatch.orslweb-paees/searching-nvs/2019-
legislative/menu-2019-lesislative-session. htm;

(4) THE "FORCE OF T.AW" TEGISTATIVE AND EXECUTIVE SAI.ARY INCREASES RECOMMENDED
BYTHE DECEMBER 10,2018 REPORT OFTHE COMPENSATION COMMITTEE, ORTGITTIATING
FROM PART HHH OF IASTYEAR',S REVENUE BUDGET BttL TNSERTED By THE "THREE-MEN-
IN-THE-ROOM", ARE UNCONSTITUTIONAL STATUTORTLY-VIO|ATIVE, AND FRAUDULENT.

lThis stunning lorceny will be exposed and ended by investigotion of ANY of the foregoing
three TIPS. A good ploce to start is the VTDEO of my oral testimony before the Compensation
Committee, at its November 30, 2078 public hearing, IMMEDIATELY following the testimony
of Assembly Speoker Heostie, and including my more porticulorized written testimony ond
the EVIDENCE lhdnded up: http://www.iudgewatch.orelweb-paees/searchine-nvs/2O18-
lesislature/hhh-compensation-committee/cia-testimonv-LL-30-18.htm. Also, my December
6, 2078 letter to Assembly Speaker Heastie, with o cory to the Compensotion Committee:
http://www. iudgewatch.orglweb-pases/searching-nvs/2018-legislature/hhh-com pensation-
committee/12-5-18-ltr-to-heastie.htm, thereofter furnished agoin to Assembly Speaker
Heastie ond to Temporary Senate President Stewart-Cousins, Senote Minority Leoder
Flanogon, and Assembly Minority Leader Kolb by a January 24,2079 e-mailfurnishing
fu rthe r corro bo rotiv e fo cts a n d EVI D E NCE' http ://www. i udsewatch. o relwe b-
paees/searchins-nvs/2019-lesislative/2019-leadership.htm).

As I have stated, again and again, in prior EVIDENCE-based communications to The New York Times, spanning decades -
and to no avail- I am available to assist to the max. to answer questions, to furnish copies and originals of the
EVIDENCE, and to be interviewed, on the record, no anonymity needed or sought. What more do you need?

Thank you.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)
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