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November 23,  j_993

Mr.  John Caher ,  A lbany T imes Union
Box  L5000
Albany, New york LZZL}

Dear  John:

Fol rowing up gur  terephone conversat ions,  r  am encros ing af f c lean  copy "  o f  t he  l l i n i h  Jud lc ia r  commi t te " r " - sep temuer  , r ,  1993s ta temen t  i n  oppos i t i on  to  t "he  con f i rma t ion  o f ' Jus t i ce  H" r " raLeviner ds well as the support ing compendium of documents thataccompanied i t .

Any obJect ive evaluat lon of  our  aforesaid presentat ion wourd notonly estabrish that what Judge Kahn did' in nr" 
- 

s.=_arunuo__l{-c o r a v i t a  d e c i s i o n  ( p p .  q -  j z )  w a s  r : g " i r v  
- - a n a  

f a c t u a r r y
insupportable, but l i ' fdwise, what was done tirereafter by theAppe l ra te  D iv is ion ,  Th i rd  Depar tment  (see pp .  33- r .02) .

we trust  that  the.  Iaw professor- t rexpertsm part ic ipat ing in th isinvest igat ive p.roject  wir . r  recognizel  as a threshold natter,
t l " i t  _ . " b 1 i g a t i o n  t o  d i s c l o s e  a n y  c o n f l l s t - o f - i n t e r e s t  o rdisqual i fy ing 

. rerat ionship wi th the judges- " i  
- ; i , rag"-raking,,

power-brokers involved. As you know, tt i is is sometning which thejudges of the Third Departrnent aia not Ao.

on that subject  of  d isqual i f icat ion,  r  enclose the New york TimesN o v e m b e r ] . ] - t h a r t i c I e . , l J u d g e F i n d s H i s 1 ' f f i
Quest ionedtr--which wi I I  underscor-e the at tent ion th is issue iscurrent ly receiv ing in Connect icut .

The senate Judiciary conmitteers peremptory interruption of nymotherrs test imony and i t :  consl icuous tairure to quest ionJustice Levine--even on t!" sub-ject of the ,appearance ofimpropriety" created by Apperlate di,ri"ion j;g"= , 'fro, in a caseinvolv ing the regal i tv an-a const i tut ionar i iy  , i i - i , rd i" i . r  cross-endorsements, vrere themselves the product of cross-endorsements--dramat icarry refrects their  raci  of  respect for  fundamentalethicar concerns that must guide_ a ju-gers 
-conduct 

on the bench,i f  he is to promote pubr ic donf iaencl  i -n tne judic iary.
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As set  for th_ in  my notherrs  le t ter ,  publ ished in  the enclosed
Septenber  20th issue of  :

x . . . the fact  that  Judge Levine hras not  even
requi red to  deny or  re fute ny speci f ic
documen ted  cha rges  re f rec ts  tne  sena te
Jud ic ia ry  commi t tee  I  s  av ra reness  tha t  no
r e s p o n s . e  b y .  h i m  c o u l d  h a v e  k e p t  h i s
noninat ion a l ive.  r l

By obta in ing 
. r rexper t r r .  op in ion as to  the s ign i f icance of  ouro p p o s i t i o n  t o  J u s t i c e  L e v i n e  I  s  c o n f i r * i C i " " ,  y o ,  w i r ls imul taneousry be fac i r i ta ted in  present i "g- ; - ; ; ;# ,  evaruat ion

of  the senate.  Judic iary  commit feers conduct-  a€ the t tpubl i -
hear ingrr  and i ts  representat ion thereaf ter  made on the f loor  ofthe Senate that :

r rUn f  o r tuna te l y ,  t he re  was  a  pe rson  i n
opposit ion who had no substance to their
conpla int  1nd,  in  Ty 

judgrnent ,  was to ta l ty
ou t  .  o f  l i ne ,  and  the  en t i re  commi t tee
d ism issed  i t  as  no t - -no t  re levan t . r  (a t  gTOS_
6 )

As you know, the unidentif ied person arruded to was my nother-_ab 'oman whose sol id  credent ia ls  in  the f ie ld  of  jud ic iar  se lect ionrdere presented at  t_h.e ,pubr ic  hear ingr ,  (a t  
-p .  

65-69) .  yourr rexper tsr r  wi r l  conf  i rm for  you--uas1d 
'upon 

rev iew'  o f  
-h ; ;

testimony. and the accompanying cornpendium---that ny motherrspresentation was substantiaf, doc.rm"-nt"d, and highry rerevantand that the. protestations to the contraflr by the SenateJudic iary  commit tee senators are indefensibre.

rn view of youf descript ion in your November 7th art icle of whattook p lace at  the r rpubl ic  hear i rg , , ,

rrsassower carried qn- at such rength during
Levine I  s  conf  i rmat ion t rEEi ing-  t t ra t  in"
exasperated members of the senate Judiciary
committ_ee adjourned and reft the room whire
she and her daughter rqnted aUout corruption
and cover-upsrr ,  (emphasis  added)

r  am enclos ing the v ideo of  i l rns ide Albanyt ' ,  a i red on september9th,  as werr  as the per t inent  pages of  the s tenographict ranscr ip t  o f  what  occurred (pp. ,  ss- ioz-1 .  we are sure when yourt r invest igat ive ser ies '  comes 
-"y t r .  

you wi r r  want  to  recast  yourinaccurate and pejorat ive descr ip i i6ns.
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we look forward to working with you in developing what hre trustyou--and the Albany. Ti lnes union- lwi l r  recogni i .  i=- ' .  major newsstory e4 a pr ize-winning-one. FYr,  r  again enclose informat ionabout the American gai  Assoeiat ionts ' rs i lver Gaver Awardscompet i t ionfr  s ince we have no doubt that  tn is-story i r i r r  earn foryou and the TirneF. _ union a top prize in tf i i= and otherj  ournal  is t ic  compet i t ions .

should you--or the law profe,ssor trexpertsn--wlsh to see the fullyindexed and .organized f i le,  which weprovided to the Senate of thehear ing ,  o r  the  f i re  as  to  my ' rno tn" i t "  suspens ion ,  wh ich  webrought to Arbany at  the t ime "- t  tn.-- t l " r i "g- iJ iJ-Jtaternent,  p.15-6) ,  we w i l l  be  most  p leased to  send them u i . '

Yours for  a qual i ty judic iary,
Frz

<- Corlo
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Ninth Judic la l  Cornmi t tee

Enclosures:
( - " )  9 /7. /93 Test imony & Compendiun
(b )  *V ideo :  r l ns ide  A lbany i ' ,  a i red  g /g /93
(c)  Transcr ip t ,  9 /7/93 senate . rud ic ia iy  -ommit tee

( p p . 5 2 - t o Z )
( d )  T r a n s c r i p t ,  s / 7 / s i  s e n a t e  s e s s r o n . ( p p .  8 7 o o - 8 7 0 7 1(e)  r rLev ine s tory ,  senate Act ion cr i t iJ i i .a ; , - i r r "

(r) ,o ",,u :{:;':: o**.*u,,, Nyr,L L / t  r / e 3
(g)  ABA r rs i lver  Gavel  Awards Conpet i t ionf l

P.S.  K indly  return the r fns- ide A_lbanyfr  v ideo to  us as soon asyou as poss ib le  s ince i t  is  the only  copy we have.

FYr '  r  have arso encrosed a Nyr  ar t ic re.  f ror  s /A/go:  ,on r ,egar
i l i : : : : . :""  

How rhey Got rhat-Gy":,ni"n r tn" is,hl  nishr be of


