. “» Federal judgcsarcomcia]l_ynppoinlcdby‘ Kavanagh graciously st aside. Now, it
- the president, but jn realily Uleselcctioni§ O ghgr Y stepped asi )

: made by aU.S. scnator and usually * . Pt tigation by the B p
+ Tubber-stamped by the chief exccutive, In Iyesugation by the Federal Bureau o

*ieStaté trial Judgcsamelected tox forM—ycur e
. terms. However, they are roulinely erogg.'.: .

~Miaiild rather wheel-and-deal than wage a::
- Tl raceina mullicounty district, Such a. - will preside over their trial courts, Both

+- Gonilest is expensive and pays almost nothing . Systems tend to treat the cilizenry asan .
v iﬁ'pohhcal dividends. J udgescan’tdo.; . .. . - unnecessary appen

. anything for the party while they are in office “+ Prooess.: . L. L L.
- and, except for a clerk and a sccretary, there, -
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~ What a way to pick judges

THE ISSUE " 4, udges are hand-picked by politicians.

OUR OPINION . True merit selection is the answer-.

T he pending appointment of state . most serious case backlogs in the nation. Not
. Supreme Court Justice Lawrence I, » . swrprisingly, the “crisis” continues as
Kahnto U.S, Distriet Courtisan object .. politicians haggle over who should get the
lesson on much that ig wrong wilh our * lifetime job, ‘ '

" s8ystem for selecting Judgzes, both in New York .

-and nationally. Although it is no rellection on Initially, Sena!x)r D'Amato recommended
Justice Kahn, who scems to be fully qualified - Ulster County District Attorney Michacl

lo sit on the federal bench, his homination - ‘_ﬁvagﬂgl}aM%gavﬂathuwotn a nomtina(.ion
-clearly llustrate: lem, or tems, i mrcsnen'us,umsuppor
.fhg;{,y.“ﬁ 760 @ syslem, or systems, in - vanished afler the 1992 election, J ot

recently, when it became clear that the

. Consider how the two systems worlé or - onetime licutenant governor candidate and

don't work: Mario M. Cuomo critic would never win the

support ol the Clinton Administmh'on, Mr.
+Justice Kahn's turm and, with the requisite

Investigation and American Bar Association,
New York, senators Daniel P. Moynihan and it will be at least ral ths before ]
Alfonse D'Amalo have cut adeal. Whichever * "o P€8 e months before the

. ‘senalor’s party controls the White House gels local ff)del‘t.ll bpnch has an addxhona]JurnsL
« threcof every four judicial picks, Rightnow, = Meanwhile, politicians are already in -
.. that means Moynihan gets the lion’s share, Tt deal-rrmking mode as they contemplate filling
v also means that politiciang sometimes delay. . -Justice Kahn's seat, and several others, in
I ppointments almost indcfinitely in hopes - i ;" atate court, Republican and Democratic party
= that the White House will change hands, Seiia] i ;

v Lk ,
- .hand, in short, washes the other.,

+ - endorsed and rarely have to run ina-y o = _'I‘h.é’j)'ity éf both the state and federal
~cotitested election. Reason: Partyleaders - 1+. '

*' 11" systems ig that citizens have woelully little to
wrdo with selecting the men and womon who~

dage to the selection

'

": . It is time for the slate to"scrap the sham

' ‘,_ Lt lrona S S . ' R . . .
Jryery lc pa on ‘gc PN ** ‘election process and replace it with a merit
: ::I" Justice I{ahn's case, he was apparently: selection syslem, but not the system of the

. “Tecommended by Senator D’Amatn tofilla , federal government. Rather, what ig nceded
Judgeship created Lo alleviate an emergency - .is'a selection process that invites public .

backlog. .. four years ago, That's right, four : par(n'cipa_(:ion and not only allows, but

- Years ago Congress created an extra position - encourages, the ctizenry (o take part.
inthe N orthern District, which includes the - Currently, with all due respect to J uslice
. LCapital Region, because ithad oncofthe

SUSR NN

“+ + Kahn, neither Syslem measures up),




