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To The State of New York Commission on Judicial Conduct
801 SecondAvenue
New York, NY 10017

May 21, 1999

Re.: Judge Williarn Wetzel

My name is Clay Tiffany and I am an investigative reporter who hosts cable t.v. shows ftom
Hastings, NY, to cross River, Ny.cailed "Dirge For Trre chariatans".

Front my own observations and liom reliable sources, I have accumulated numerous statements,
etc' regarding New York State Judge Williarn Wetzel. I believe the following should be investigated by tire
State of New York Commission on Judicial Conduct.

A number of years ago, I was told that William Wetzel was an inveterate illegal gambter and that
he frequented 2 alleged illegal gambling operations in Ossining, NY. Wetzel was said to-have run illegal
bets on football games, etc. tlrrough an illegal bookmaker through a bartender at DeCassi's Bar on Croton
Avenue, Ossining, owned by Lou Fracassi, a former Town of Gieenburgh policeman. Even though Lou
Fracassi was caught having lucrative, illegal betting machines in his De Cassi's Bar, the case was sealed in
the Ossinfurg court systern. Did William Wetzel use his political connections in the Republican party and
tluough his friend, George Pataki, now Govemor? William Wetzel has, and continuesio this day, been
alleged to gamble at Larry Montague's illegal garnbling operation, also in Ossining, Ny, offpleasantville
Road.

William Wetzel is said to have been a longtime illegat gambler and observer of iltegal gambling
activities at Larry Montague's gambling operation. This operation was reputed to include prontaUte
gamblittg macltines thatwere discussed on my "Dirge For The Charlatans;' t.v. shows. I was told that Larry
Montague had the machines taken out very soon after my exposure of them. lnfuriated, Larry Mon0agu€,
with other men, thteatened me on the streets of Ossining. After abusively cursing at me, Larr;r Montague
anogantly said regarding the Ossining Police: "Yeah, they'll lock your ass up." That is because Larrf
Montague is well aware tltat the comrpt Ossining Police are on his side and have never arrested him for his
illegal gambling operations. In fact, as I have noted on my t.v. shows, Ossining Detective Steve Reilly has
beeu reported to be a regular illegal garnbler at Larry Montague's place.

Are these the type of people and activities that a State Judge, as William Wetzel is, should bc
associated with? T'he date tltat Larry Montague did this, in concert with a number of other men, was
August2l ,1998. OnDecember2S,lggT, infrontofDeCassi 'sBar,LouFracassiandabout5othermen
yelled at, cursed at and tlreatened me because of my revelations concerning illegal gambling and the cover-
Yqt bI the local police. Lou Fracassi, whose wife is on the Ossining Town n"puUtican parry] and who is a
friend of Judge Wetzel, said to ne such things as: "They'll knock you for a fuikin' loop, you redheaded
faggot." One of Fracassi's henclunen said to me: "You can't call no cops. They don't iii." you." This took
place at 2:50 PM in the afternoon. The Ossining police did nothing.

- I hope I am contacted because I have much more information regarding these matters. t believe
William Wetzel has very possibly been present when people such as Larry Montague and Lou Fracassi, et
al discussed having tne "physically taken care" of because of my t.v. shows. Is this proper for a State
Judge?

Wltllanr Wotzol has bocn rcportcd lo bc an arurunl pu.tlclpant ln Larry Montagucrr rcrnunorarlvc
Super Bowl pool, fut wlrich at least $150,000 cash is said to be disbursed, along with cid games of an
illegal nature. Larry Molttague, according to a participant, takes a percentage-of the winnilgs. Wetzel

Clay Tiffany - P.O. Box 306, BriarcliffManor, Ny 10510 - (914) g4l-5124
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ktrows this' My source(s) tell me that wetzel stilt plays.illegal card games at Montague,s, in whichMontague takes a cut' Is a state Judge alro*.,r to'oo itrisi-il;;i;* the illegal machines often, I wastold. Some of the tinte, Wetzel *ur r"St"i. iuOgr.

Previousty' william wetzel told a paper he was the owner of ceola y-g. (November, lgg2),while wetzel was the Mayor ornriur.iintra'anor. This c.otu tvt*oibanquet facility, in Mahopac offRoute 6' was discussed inthe october il,-irya vitlrg. v"i*, i" "" "rticle by wayne Banptt. The actualowners of ceola Manor banquet hall weri shown to b"e, accoiiittg ," s"n Liquor Authorityfirings, paulGuillaro (50% owner), principal o*n", oirjnicorn-Developr.oi"olp*y and Benedetto cupo (50%owner)' who just happened to be a federal felon. Nowhere on the sie nting, was william wetzel,s name.why? A woman who was, at the time, muti"a to arelative of George pacchiana, owner of Thalleconsbuction' told me that wetzel was an owner of ceola Manor. *itrry ra""t iana said: ,,I know he,s[william wetzer] a part owner. I don't know if he tw.rr.iill" roill*n...,,

when I kept trying to point out that from 1990 - october 1994, according to the village volcgthe sLA had 50% of ceola Manor listei "s o*n"o.uy paul cuiltaro, *t or Kathy pacchiana knew, and50% of ceola Manor listed a-s-owned by federal r.r"i, s.n.J;;;;, Kathy pacchiana said: ..some ofyour facts must be *r9-lg:l' Kathy Penn now works for state ar."niuryroman sandy Galef. was williamwetzel a front? was william witzel, because of his reportea.*..rrin. gambling of an illegal nature,beholden to the criminar undenrorrdr' rs this appropriate for a state Judge?

' During George Pataki's first New York state gubernatorial campaign, while william wetzel was asitting village of BriarcliffManor justice, william weL"t ir ruiJio r,rue r,"ta a fundraiser roi nis nien4George Pataki, at wetzel's centraiDrive residence. This h; bee;i"iq t".. uy "rriou, ,o*".r, includinginvited neople' Money was given at this fundraiser at wetzer'r nour. r", George pataki in his firstgubematorial.c.amnaien. was it ethical for sitting judgr wilii;w;tl ,o hr"" had a frrndraiser for apolitical candidate at his house? At this alreeedirnliird;;;; ;; attendees were George pacchianq' whose Thalle company does big business "iirt ry"y vorr. itut.; f i D,Ar"to, a to"al noiorious alegedillegal gambler and Larry Montague. Also, paur Guiilaro *u, ,"ia io ue there.

In a quintessential quid pro quo' after George Pataki was elected Govornor, pataki appointedwilliam wetzel, his benefacior, with i N"* York sdte c""tt oi-croirr judgeship. Even though wetzelwas only a village judg: q".t November 19, 1992 u-ntil June 23, iigJi" a court that only met once a weekin the mornfuigs and that did not ltear felony proceedings at utt, wetzet was made a state judge. why? Didhis record demonstrate enough judicial expeiiencet 
' wQ urcus .. r'rcJuqge'

Please ask wetzel about all tliis and send me his answers. I am interested in how this is handled.of course' I have more information, but this should suflice roi aninvestigation to begin, I would think. Myaddress is P'o' Box 306, Briarcliffi4anor, NY 10510. r"ryprro* o-*uer is (914) g4l-s124, The previousinformation has been well-researched. I have been retaliaiei ug.inriio. my exposes of this on my t.v.

Silrcerely,

Clay Tiffany

clay Tiffany - p.o. Box 306, Briarcrirf Manor, Ny r05r0 - (g14) g4r-5r24
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Enclosures:

l. I ,*.L1fZ98 letter regarding William Wetzel's terms as BriarcliffManor Justice and Mayor.
2. NoVEillber, 1992 Gazette article reguding William Wetzel and "his Ceola Manor banquet facility".
3. october I l, 1994 village voice article page - article written by wayne Barrett.
4. November 25 - Decernb er 2, 1992 Gazette article regarding Wetzel and Ceola Manor.
5. July 29,1993 Gannett paper article regarding Steven Crea, who is mentioned in October ll,lgg4 .Village Voice article.
6. A February 24,1997 Newsday article regarding Wetzel.

Please contact rne as to any questions you may have regarding ail this.

Clay Tiffany * P.O, Box 306, BriarcliffManor, Ny 10510 * (914) 941.5124
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VILLAGE OF
ERIANCLIFF  MANOFI

I I  I  I  FLEABANTVILLE ROAb
E R I A R C L I F F  M A N O R ,  N ,  Y .  I O S I O

T E L E P H O N E :  ( 9 t 4 )  9 4 1 _ 4 B o O

F A X : . ( 9 1 4 )  9 4 1 _ 4 E | 3 7

January  6 ,  1g9g

Clayton T i f fany
P . O .  B o x  3 0 6
B r i a r c l i f f  M a n o r ,  N y  1 0 5 1 0

Dear Mr.  T i f fany

Th is  i s  i n  response  to  you r  _  Fo rL  reques t  da ted  L /2 /gB ,rega rd lng  the  pub r l c  se rv lbe  o f  w r t r i am we tze r .

Mayor  Yfetze l  served as Mayor  f rom June 23,  1990,  toNovember  19 ,  1992 .  He  res i i ned  as  Mayor  a t  t he  v i l r ageBoard meet ing on November ig ,  Lgg2,  and was appointedV i l l a g e  J u s t i c e .

Mr .  we tze l  se rved  as  v i r rage  Jus t i ce  un t r r  June  23 ,  1995 .H is  l e t t e r  o f  res igna t i on  d i t ed  June  2 i ;  1995 ,  i s  enc rosed .

S ince re l y ,

-h
V i l l a g e

/r,
McCrum
Manager

LMM: mp

E n c l o s u r e s  ( 2 )  t

1 .  F O r L  ,  L / 0 2 / g B
2 .  L t r .  ,  6 / 2 0 / 9 5
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cinal l lui l t l ing, l(r Croton Avcrrtrcag i i f f i i . inr-pi-,r i t  Op.i i 'n*r- t ivc co'tr i t i i i i , i r , ; ; '  sui,r Ms.
|.rrls|ccs.rr,orkscssiotr..",.]yE;ffifi:1lli;:'..tli:j:"*.tf,'.',:1':l

- , '  
'r j lL-l)roll l l l ly cxpcctc(l to hcflr rarc cxpcricncc rvith lawycrs i lrrr_ _. Z -..-,f..T jtr-l lroll l l l ly cxpcctcrl to lrcar rarc cxpcricncc rvith lawycrs in

lt(lt lr(l '-\\ 'orl: sg$Ier'*oEll l l l l l l ty^ both scriorrs anrl ' lrrrnrororrs rc- gt:ncnrl." IIo al.so cxlribiicrl nrr-
JtXq"JL no;.OU-yf 

gutfw nrarks thrt nighr. Indccir,lrc nrur 6thcr "rrnusual 
rrait in a lawycr,"

fcllorv grrcsts dirl jrrsl. rhat--in- shc nrklctl, thc nbil ity to provi<lc
clurl ingit lhr-rirrrgingconlnclltnry "uncqtrivocnl 

nrrsrvcrs."t -  I  . . " '' .1 , . /  .  trr- - , ,. I on lris t l lnny ycars clf scrvicc lo Scatcrl al 20 oval tablcs lor thc
il-) \t'7 rlTT t)\urz L.1^t a., -v+.u e I O1rcn Door and thc pcolrlc of bhck-tic alflir in tlrc Crand llall-

:li[[ tr4ottor atttt sutrtxtrottgn I 
t'X$'lll,nctr 

our, lrc occ^sion iffi:1iij:,I ).H ifi::#i.ili;

.:. "' ! -__

At Snturclny's Open Door annlversary celcbrntlon/"roast" for Itrlarcllff Manor
Mayor'W_llllnm Wctzcl (from left): Maurq Troy and irer husbund Joc. prlnctpal ol
Drlarcl l f f  Hlgh school;  Pat wctzcl  and hci  husbnnd wtl l lam; nrrd bp"r,  noo,
Ilxccutlve Dlrector Mergorct -Grclsrncr nnd former Town of Osslnlng alpcrvlsor
Rlchnrd' lv lshnlc,  chalrmnn of opcn Door 's board of dlrectors. i

Open Door marl(s 2oth, 'roasts' Wetzel
cml o[ Mr. Wclzcl's fricrrtls, in.
clu<li ng currc.nt and pnst col lcagrrc:
in vil lagc govcrnlrrcnt and com.
munity a[[nirs, slippcd nrvay lron
Itrcir scaLs rn irl-rvfly to prcpnrc fOr
par t ic ipat ion in  a sor t  of  "This i r
Your L i fc"  t r ibr r tc ;  donning cos
Iunrcs that lcirrrt lo charnctcriza
tions of .somc onc rlozcn pcoplc-
l lo th i rnnginary nnd l tc( r ra l - in  t l r<
Scarsrlir lc narivc's I i lb.

J'hc wcll-vcrscrl, wcll-spokcr
mayor wlro oftcn srrrl ircc.s as i
voiccoItnrxlcrat ion in local aff:rir:
fourrtl l lrcsc nilr ibutcs conrc unrlc
r l i rcct  thorrg l r  l ig l r t - l rcar tc t l  a t tack"You got  an 'A '  in  Engl is l r , "  su i<
l l la inc Zrrcchi ,  rv i [c  of  Trr rs tcr
Darr ic l  Zrrcc l r i ,  t l rcsscr l  lo  ch l rac
tcr iz .c  Mr.  Wctzc l 's  t l r i r r l -grark
;l irroclrial school tcuclrcr. "lJrrt :rr'F '  in  log ic . "
Satrrrrltry's cvcnt r:riscd $ 10,00(

IorOpcn rloor, irrclrrrl ing procccrl:
f ront  t  "s i lc l t t  ar rc t ion"  of  I  5  i tcnu
nrnging froln a frcc trip lo n Snr
Dicgo rc.sort lnrl bnskcLs oIchccr
toa gravc fnarkcr (compl imcnts ot
thc Dor.scy Frrncral I lornc).

r s h c' r t s t l' 1,1 1,,, ptop rll' lT,'i iiu",' itJ.
cil'rrl lrcurts litr sttnrt: lrtllp itr our
Ir) *, it l lou' irr ah.icct lnvcrt), nn(l

r r is l i r r t r rncs r rurr lc  nrr l rc  nr iscr i rh lc
c rn:rkirrg l i lb n lrorrihlc lr i1;lrtrnflrc.
cy. of sorrrc. lrclp you clrrr slrnrc rvit lr
I t l rcs: rnt l  sornc f in lnc i l la i t l  to  hc lp
i nrcdicincs. \\/c rvorrkl 6r;rtcfully
trc s,i l lr irs to hc.l1l l i1:htcn our snrl
rffcrings. \ 'r. lrr lrnrl yorrr kintlncs.s i.s
)r':r1, 1,rt,; conl' i t lc in yrlrrr C'lrristirn
ry us yorlr hc lping hrrutl.s l irrl l  slurrc

rc lot|chc.s yorrr lrcltrts lo rc:sJxlrrt l lo
rnll hc tlccply gratcfirl lo hclr frorn
s bc .slrorvcrctl a hrrnrlrctlfrrlt l  lo 1'ou

iu l ior r  t ,cpcr  Is l : rnt l .  53 t  5  Crr l ion,
[ , : r  l l r rv i rn.  l 'h i  l ipp i r re.s

in l itst rvcck's Crotorr/Cortl:rnrl l nrrtl
)ctolrc:r 29, | 992\ ol'' l'l rc (ir:crc. s,c
rkc corr rp lc tc  rcsponsib i  I  i ty .
vcnicrr(:c lo ),ou ln(l to yotrr rc:tt lcr.s.
srrr: lr tn clnrr rvil l  nrrt lr;rpprr :tgit in.

. fo l rn l )cSir l r lo
l ) i r t c l o r  n l '  Con l r i r c l  l r i n I i r r g

.Stttrl l tent l)rrtch cs.s Nuls

gY. Nov.5 NOV '  \1gI' l ' rus lee.s,  
t rv i ic-mont l r ly  prrb l ic

.  P lcnsantv i l  lc  l toad.  8 n.nL. .Crotor t

I ee 2/' et b u t I s ft ;iu**iffi n n.
rrthntlt Avcnuc, T:30 p.nt. Agcnda: Sonrc 165 supl)Ortcrs of tlrc Door ns fl ,,roflst,' lor thc mayor, a
inc.sandrccontnrcndut ionsfromtl tc Ossinirrg Opcn'boor Family formcrchairmnn oIOpcn Dbor 's
:l:rs.s siz.c nntl transporlltionluidc- llcalrlr C"cntcr in Ossining turncil 5o1nl of ,iit;;r,rd,i,ul: accorrling

rup in tlrc tiny Yorktorvn lramlct of lo Exccutivc Dircclor Marglrct
Jcl'fcr.son Vnllcy Saturtlry night Grcismcr, "a confidan(, tnrslcdY:{- , - . { . r  r - . -  '  -  

\  .  Jut lu l . \OI l  v i l l luy J i t t t l r ( l : ly  l l lgnt  \ r rc ls lT lcr ,  i l  COnl l ( lant ,  l f l t

*."#.**.I*t3f,,.,!r,r q.r,_r\ fgrl ZOIJy a.11i1cr.s3rl cc.lcbrarion fricntl an<l pro bono.larvycr."

\|.t+,&f----------'rr,viA. I-Ou!-.rUuivxrFhrorc. 
' cntial Wcstchcsr.cr County lrrv

ffiid:t,' r' I i c r' c c r in1: rrr-,-^-.:� ffi i;l',i lilIi l.:.Yr"l;' ;:l' i#:,
Ser?#PJT

f t l tc facil i ty'.s founrling-and A forrncr principll in thc influ-

l 'gf - | rvrts a tnuclt an itrrnivcrsary ccl- irallo6ns, wcrc nurncrolrs currcnt

o,,or NVIPA I ctrmtiorr/ luntl-raiscr rni bpcn nttt l lorntcrclcclcrloff ici l ls..Scv-

rox rs I Briarcliff l{igh School students
l r  \ {  t i t  t r  , ,  {

on-on-l  lud.son, N.Y. 1 0520-r,r-ruo.son, r\.r. rr,-rr0, 
|  

,runr 
$oVernment for a day

. ludr i\ l ..rhoncy, Iroduclion i\ lIr.__. 
I l,r, nit..,, IVllrrdcll

illff,iii:tiill.li,ll'$:;iiq't'l'' I 
'+,;;i;::ight 

D.riarcriff higrr scrroorjruriors a,rtr scrriors rvcrc givc,r a
r-.irrcn i\rrnrrcl. r.i.nr.rr. uniilli^tllt' I Bli'npsc.irrttittrc innc. r".rtii". "i,irc "irrrigi gciucin,iiciioi'nrinrcrilt '. i l1en i\l^p,1,11. l.i:rtrrre \ti.itcr. ,. . I i i, i,,l,, ,nli 'il;F;fi l;:';;0'"";ill':'.".::'l:i'l,lXifflil'ft1i
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-. -'s-slnl Yr g Cltf4lea'a Center Leacher Roseroary l' err r 5s
h clps ssp_s Ll n dergarteners keep tbeir bonneG straiglht
as the klds prepare for a Tb,qnksglwfng feast.

In ttre spirit of . . .
] -

Dressed as native Americans and pilgrims, the 117 children whti
attend the 9ssining Children's Center enjoyed a full Thanksgiving feast
msl lnurscay.- .'. '"I make my own cornbread surffing," said Ossining resident Vivian .
Evans, who has cooked a hot meal for the children almost every day for
the_past 15 years. Ninety-six pounds of turkey, as well as yams,
stuffing, gravy and sring bears were consumed by rhe children.

this.year, as in the past, the food was donarcd by the Women's
Association and parishioners of Frst Presbyterian'Church of Ossining.
Forthe-past eight years, Vera and Stephin Urban have coordinae?
fund-raising effors, "gone'shoprping' and delivered rhe food ro Ms.
Evans for her "magic touch."'TVe volunteered once, and we keep going bach" said lvIn. Urban prior
!o_this year'sJeasl 'TVe're bringing f 3 home-bat<ed cakes this yedr.""It's a wonderful contribution and the children really enjoy rhe feast
and the fun," commented Hgwar4 Milbert, execudv6 direior of the

rely heavily on commuricy suppon " Mr. Milbert said

. l ; . . - ' , , ,  i - , l u O I  t l t . S L : r g i  i r ! l , U ;  : r . j  \
Arnold Green rcporredly noed i
discreparrcy in the archirectural
frrm's-repo'n and the engineering
plans for the building.
. While the archieural lirm re-
ported that concrcte sections of
Iloon and ceiling5 were cmmbling,
it was later determined-confirmed
in a second engineering report ob
tained by the school berd in March
1981-0n what rhe first report
identified as concrete was actuallv
a srbstance called "gritcrete." T6
lauer, reportedly used extensively
in the '30s, '4& and '50s, is a less
expensive alnrnative to concrete
and has qualities that reet differ-
cntly when tested for srength.

As it nrmed out, the portables
continued to be used for two years
following the '84185 school year,
needed to accommodate a maior"physical planr" updating of lhe
high school rhar was a part of a
voter-approved capiml improve-
ment project rderendum.

School board memben and ad-

Mr. Shulman said lhat wNle he
would "prcfer" five percent-a
figure permiucd for a couple of
yean in thc'80s-<ne percent is
too low o help fund unanticipated
major expendiures "One percent
gan dicrppear ovemight " said Mr.
Shulman, of Bennett, Kielson,
S orch and Kremer ofWhire Plains
Also, later thar night, discrssion

of the locadon for schml board
meetinp 'ilas an issue hat encom-
passed a half hour, irrcluding talk of
futr:re spending mandates !o com-
ply with rherecenrly enacted-ted-
eral reguluions requiring "equal
access" to handicapped p€rson."II has not been noticed by this
bord that we're on ttre third flmr
of a building (rhe Roosevelr Educa-
tion Cener) &at does't have an
elenator," said board hesiden t Ri-
chard Schwach.

Options discussed by the board
included reaining rhe Roodevelr
Educarion Center as its regular
meedng locarion (either continuing

meedng sires at a laer dae.
While the middle school's librarv

is located on the second floor of rhl
building, it is accessible via an el-
evator, noted disrict Buildings and
Grounds Direcor Ed Braddick

Srryedntend€nr Relle said fal he
would be pt of a sire ingection
cornmitrce, along with Mr. Braddiclq
tharwill review all pcrions of disricr-
o\r'rpd hdldings lo de€rmirE what
.alteratiors may have to be rnade trc
.cornply with the federal legislation-

Also, rhe board is preparing uc
confront the issue of space in the
elementary schools; in pardcular, a
projected crunch a Brookside El-
ementary School-where every
slassroorn is being udiized and art
is delivered "on a carl"

Dr. Roelle said that a seDarate
commitlee is to be comprised that
will examine the issue in denil.
including virnrally every square fmt
of building space, and come up
with a report "detaifing various
options" by late February.

I
:
.l

NWetzel resigns as mayor, nam.ed judgel{,T1,
IIe entered the meedng room as usual for the regulariy village.. Mr. Weael- is a sradl^^v e'Elw ure 'rwuut rusur :rs usluu tor tne regunny vruage. Mr. WeAel, is a gradu_

sch-eduled meeting of the Board of Trustees, but an hour tire Uoara then voted to tap Depury Mayor Freda Delron - 1e of New york Uni-and a half later, after Mayor William Wetzel and fellow as Mr. WeEel's replacem6nt ana,'afr.i ftis pasiing G versity School of Lwtrustees tended Io mostly.routine business-wi$ one ex- gavel to his former deputy, was unanimousiy voeA U"y tre and a?ormer
:epdon-Mr. Wetzel elJred as Briarcliff Manor's nerv iourremainingrrusr,eesroassumerheremai"fign;;;;rh; nffivillage jusrice gf ri,: unerpiied rerm of ArrhurE-sutlira,r 

"NG.;;-1.1j;; 
tia*ru-m'';As"onefindlmatterofbusiness,"Mr.Weuelannounced 61, tien nimed Trusre Kathryn Pacchiana as trerniw .kno*n as piunkett

reartheconchsionoflastThursdaynight'sboardmeering d-epuqr m.ayor. ;1,ff".-1ffiiffihat' after h.aving conferred with fellow board memben, he trit. SuUiuan, ?1, who served asvillage justice for 19 years, 
=*u, 

an attorney andvas resignrng as mayor, effecrive immediatety, to take on resignedfrom rhepart-time,$6,000peiy6arposirionb&use executive for Reeves
l: pott of village justice. he moved to Scar_borougtr Manor ln oivillage of ossining. Communicarions inNow in the second half of his e]Shth t9r,m (16th year. ) of -In the spring, vilage reiidens will vote on ifo--y*, n ir New york Ciiy,i.""i"!-""'-""- 

TEnem.bershiponthefive-memberboard,Mr.Weueisaidhe forvillagejGdceandrwotwo-yearrermsformayoianawo rh;61111i;it6i.l4ffi li-
:d-:lf:f:T)*::9^* some dme ago rhis was going ro T:tT,*q. ,{;;6,;;-;;;ffd i-'e my last term (anyrvay)." Mr. Wetzel, who served as mayorsince May 1990 when he ffirriF;iEficlu-66a i'

will alloylne replaced Edward Dorsey, who resigned afrei seven years as @;ifi11iffii Ierve tle Yrllaqe.bev-ond th,i$ term." said the mayor. The mayorto nkeacountyjob,hasservedasdeputymaiorborl ofiffiffi;ffi-iyearoldCentnalDriveresidenlwJthdeeoemorioninhisrrnderMr-Dorsevrnr l thetct ter 'c '* ; l " io^ '_,^: ; ; ; f f i l'Z-year-oldCentnalDriveresident,withdeepemotioninhis under Mr. Doney and the lauer's pred6ceisor,'George Tb-ffiffisaEdfi i' . _ : : - r'oice, thcn added,."I've discussed rhis wirh rhe board and Kennard. @__pgng!g[?S4ry. iome ro rhe decision .,SbT'#i,tX#'T"ilil'tl * t 
#rui:ru.ru'ua-&^${ gidaa0 ^iql' Sffi\JSt ia' t,-lexg



Gdzelte

_"Il's hard togive up something you've done
ror l o years," commenrcd Mr. Wetzel before
:xtgg the dais--{ehind which il;;;
Irno hunselt again yesterday (Wednesdav)
wnen Judge Weeel was sDted o presi66
over his first court calendar.
. Wjth YA. 

grrlliysl's resignadon as judge,
fi?ii

T,":f,"*"d o pre_side over *re weekly

having-passedby an opporarnity !o be nomi_
nated for re-election in onder-o renm to
college.
In BriarcliffMarpr, the traditional non*lrtisn
systern ofselectingcardidatesforvilajeomce
wu oegn anotherround in January when The
P-eople's Carcus adv€rtises fa gitntiat can_
didates ocome forwad.

With lasr Thunday being his last official
me€ung as a member of the Board of Trust_
ees, it was his lastopporu:nity to commeilas
a trustee on the Tara Circle application. He
di.9 so prior o making his announcemenL

caiendar. Burortreivillage omciassaii-#.

TI{tr GAZ,trTTtr
Recession Buster

Classified ads
Place one classified up g_2q yo_rls_lolonly $6.00; addirional words 30 cents each; ALLsubsequent insertions HALF pRrcE. Alt ads will appear in uorh rhe Croton/cortlandt
and ossinin-g/ Briarcliff edirions. Encrose printed coiy and paym"nt -o-*uili;:, f;;
Gazette,l.9.Fo" 38, Croro-n-on-Hudson, N.y. 10520; o, ir-O-Aitiu"r, during offrcehours, to 111 Grand sreet, croton-on-Hudson (opposite gori Na-e oi u-y ii*"rrl.Deadline: Tuesday noon prior to Thursday publiciiion.

4242 rN-YSCAM

REGISTERED PIANO TECHNICTAN: Thorough,
precisc, honcsu Tuning: S55. Louis pdosi, V U*.,
27t{/,87.
IT'S PERFECT- hofessional word proccssing. -you
wrire ir, I'[ typc irt" Karen Grcenbairm atnl6gi1-
TUTORINq. Hisory. Govemmcrt. French. College
professor will he\r prcparc for SAT's, A.p.'s. Wee-k-
days, weekends. Ossining near H.S. 9414964.
CALLIGRAPIIY - Beaucifully handwrincn invira-
tiqrs for gmduarions, weddings, panies, corporatc
everts, or any celebration. Call Debbie ar 271{501.
PROFESSIONAL TUTORING . speciaiizing in.
clemcntary. high school snd SAT marh. Ncw York'
Statc Ccnifi ed. 9 4l -5291.
PROFESSIONAL PAII.ITINC . Inrcrior-exterior,
papcr hargTg, raping, staining, power washing. 30
yeal experiencc. AII work done-wirh prccision and
sarificarion guarantced Calt Roland Docios,739-2917 .
Rdcrtnccs upon rcquest.

t F r appointea oTffisi,i"" "rli"iiiJ
qrd ":T frnding itdifficuli ro makcrin;f;;
me added workload due to demands of hisown law pracdce.'lI d9 reget rhe [iming,,, said Mr. Weael,
referring n his leaving ihe board,, iru*ais
a recommendacion from the plannine boad
on The Tara Circle Inc. 's conror.oii uoofi_
carion to uritize The King's CoUeee;;ius
as an kish and Irish_American arfieUc, iu-
c?!;onA and cuinrnl faciliry.

However, the Board of Trustees is..experi_
enced, concemed and informe4" anA *f fiavl
every confidence" in Mrs. Delton,s abilitv toleadit, iv{r. Weael said. es for frimseff.L^i#
Ta 

judCg "is apro_fesional chalenge._; 
'-''

_ I ru_stee Jerome Morrissy said tre vifage owedtrdr.-V/eeel "a remendous aeUtof ga;tde.,;'I've never heard Bill t"t" ^ drifon n txrasr.'t designed b be in ne Uest lireres oiGpeople of tre yillege," Mr. Morrissy aOOeA
-Mrs.Delon, a lo&I real es,u" "g& "-"*i
Der.trtrh.rerm (torh year), whic[ abo is Oexpu€ rhs splng @aarch 3l), isaresidentof
L€rcn Road. She is also currentpresidentof
the Briarcliff Roury Club.

Tuming- o_ Mr. Weeel, she old him irwould be diffi culr "ro fi Il yo* si o"s. iou;r"
eojne.iq make one hell o'f a iuoel.iio-
-She did not arurounce wEEiFffiwouldmn
fg-r.e-lgrio_n (either as nuyor or mstee); nordi-d_lvfry. Pacchiana make an announcemenl
- Mrs. Pacchiana, who occupies Uri i.co"a
1ry"T sear rhar will be up'for election inryiar_cn, was appointed to t}re board in mid-
_l_?90 !y rhe 

-then-newry 
i"r6d'i"i;;,

We_e€l to fill out the ninemonttrs remainine
:f Yft. Wezel's unexpired t"r, of u."t""l
Jne had previously served on the board,

CUSTODIAL POSITION AVAILABLE:
Holy Name of Mary Church, I l0 Grand Srreer,
Croron-qr-Hudsqr, NY. Salary, benefi ts,
housing - negoriable commensurare wirh skills
and experience. - Call Fr. GentileTIl4797.
LANDSCAPER/ARCHITECT/DESIGNER .
wanted for full rime posirion. Must be exlrernel
talened and experienced in pool and deck landscag
ing. C-tt 232O650.
CHILDCARE - Agency owned by RN's who ar
mothers need nanni.s who wish ro live in wirhfarnilie
inrheNYCMerro "rea- c^tt Mary 21268g-2300(RO6g
G.TYSCAN).

PIIVFR!: t1!c charge of your career and your life.
Drive for J.B. Hunr and eam rop pay and benefirs. We
p1y^ f9lt":: _O-B ex pe rien ce-rip ro $0.28 per mile. t -
800-2JB-HUNT EOEiSubj jcr  ro drug screen
(|IYSCAI\|.

c\
f:.
N

INSTRUCTION

CROTON MONTESSORI SCHOOL . prc-school FOR RENT
end Kinderganen - Moming and afremoqr sessions.
Kids lovc itt C;�tt 2714?33-orTI|4S&.
ELTROPEAN ARTIST. offcrs privateinstruction (l -
3 studenr per class): egg-amp&4 icons, cley, frber,
cr€.ative drawing, walcrcolor. $55 cach fivc iessons.
Roscnrarie Koczy, T7 | 4487.
MT. AIRY NLJRSERY SCHOOL . Z tD w 6 yezr
olds,.3, 4 & 5 day program, spccial kindergancn
enjr_cJIrlcnt prcgrarn, a.m. and p.m. 736-144i.
DRMNG LESSONS - rhe S-hiurprc-Iiceruing class
and thc 6-hour class. 25 years of rcaching op.-rien""
will help cvcn rhe most ncrvors. Call l-el[e'or Brcnr
George, Brenon Driving School: 2�114CF,8.
BE A RADIO ANNOUNCER . On the job rraining ar
Iocel rrdio srations. Train rround work ;clcdules.l.Io
expcrience rcquircd. Cell now for FREE brochure. I -
En-955-729 o{YscAN).
BECOME A PARALECAL - Auomcy Insrnrcrcd,
!9f::!qay. csublished 1976, FREE caralog l-800-
66�9-2555, Sourhcm Cerccr Instirute. 164 W. Rovd
Palm Road. Boca Reton. Floridr 33432 fNySC,C.).n-

IIIAIN STREET, OSSINING - Unjque oprronrmitv
to lease 500-10,0O0 sq. fu of commcrciat spicc. Ideal
!o-r1grcs,9ffices, or lighr manufacoring.'Renr from
S5.00/sq. ft- (nor a misprinr).212-7684370 owner.--

SALE-
CROTON-ON.HUDSON - I-evcl wooded lor-S0x. I 5 I
!e1 -B-O, !e, cu I { e -sac, s ewcr/waler. 575,000. 9 I 4 -
271-569.
WOLFFTANNING BEDS - Ncw commercial-home
unirs from $ 199. l-amps,loricrs, accessories. Monrhlv

' pa)4nsns low as 518. Call roday FREE NEW color
Tglog I -80G22E-6292 G\rYSCAIO.
qHEAP! FBI/U.S. SEIZED - 89 Mercedcs $200, 86
VW $50, 87 Mercedes S l 00, 65 Mustang $50. Choose
from thousands surting S25. FREE Iniormation-24
honr hodinc. 801 -379 -2y29 Copyrighr#Ny2?UC

4242 (NYSCAN).

F-ee+ Tfenine !o bo$ rhe Board;f Trus;
,ees and plannine board-



ro{iri /
ur.rrrtracltng LomDant,.  rvon site

@
ii:i' iD; i:l 

e oh'-o\\red'
Ejii-aro sccdred the sire, u,hich
is located oathe outskirts of toun
lqf 

,,*i rhe ciry,s main thorough_
tare (Houte d), againsr stjff loiaj
:gqp€lrrtorl He-plans ro build a
ty .uuu-squtre- loot  of f ice and
comrnercial center on , ihe site
rvhicn is catbd the F;;.rniew';;

?rl,-;a_Iuin Street parcel by ciqi

conrrqctins G;;;ill.on s;te

The. new .Unicorn 
u;as repie-

sented in all its ForesMew deal-
ings uirh _peel'skill by )r{ichael
Finnegan, pdaki,s altei ego. sen_
ate ca?unsel,drd onetime liw part-
ner. Guillaro'i Unicorn is als6 the

1+

tja-"

:omp?ny .rllg .is developing the
Panki subdiyision on ttie f"arnily
fam, a,rd.thgiau-r,er on tt. n ri',
rour-lor closiug in that deal last
monlh $'as Siifiam Kellr,, a part_
ner in Finnqan's small tnn'ana,
uxe ftnnegarra. meuiber of pau,
is's. senate stafi. finnegan 

'ana

Kell3; u'ere partners in FaLkj's old
nJm, _but left three to four years
after Pataiii.&, r,r'hich E?s appar_
ently' sometic in either f 9d0 or
1 990.

\\hile Pat*i has never been

\1t/^.rdbl%/ G-f6l--
sTAft f*tAG!('S kCA
6u4p..1!ffFEi Au

Fl/T7EnFR, / 1 7; 17,.. '  -. ' - : . t= 1ral r \

?

Shon,h' aJter his subterran-n
ciiminal p:'oblerns hit hirn in ear-
lJ 1991, he also began haring

' Unttl a recent divorce. CuDo
rves Lhe scn-in-'laiv cI .il Dij-io.
en o$3ier of Hel,-nar 

'Co:isrroc-

tion, a majcr \{:estch:ster btilder
that is a.iieaea in FBI rjocutnents

- Gj*-t{o-^,ft€

VFs nH'Bsuytrg B:!!" '"J,,itl.oE
--+r\ I I r,,,

il t))Irn;rn a,



Westchester Thursday, Juiy 29, 199-e

Reputed crime figures indicted in extgfiion' rrlar/?s
3yPaulKirby
ryrdrrtikeGafiasher COftfArtAf AUtLt
itaff Writers

A reputed mobster from pei- lwlgzng zn Y'on'lcqs'
fam Manor \L'as anong seven
:eported members or associates
:f organized-crime families in-
licted this week on charges of
:xtorting money from a company
:hat built low-income housing in
Yonkers.

The developer Deluxe
ap-es of Pennsylvania Inc.

t controversial hbusing un-'ie'r a federal desegregation or-
ier in Yonkers. But the indict-
r t e n t  i n v o l v e s  h o u s i n g
Jevelopments in the Bronx and
tsloottyn and does.not iallege
:rininal involvement in connec-
lion with the Yonkers project.

Donald Meske, president of
DeLuxe l{omes, acknowledged
;esterday that money was ex-
:orted in New York City and that'pressure" was applied in yon-
iers as well. But he said manage-
nent in Pennsylvania was un-
rware of the payoffs when-they
rccrrred and later dismissed em-
rloyees of Deluxe's subsidiaries
vbo'were involved in the activ-
ty..

D e m o e r a t i e  P a r t v  C h a i i m a n

with wrongdoing in
with those matters.

on bail between 9250,000 and
$500,000 after. being arraigned
Tuesday in U.S. District Court in
Brooklyn, said Muller. They face
a maximum sentence of 20 years
and a 9250,000 hne on the extor-
tion charges, and 20 years and a
$500,000 fine on money-launder-
ing charges.

in the New York area. Ultibate.

activity is bo_Ele bv the
and the residents of lo .+

f:.
c.l

lrousrn&:
Th6 indictment says

were held between t}te
and Grmbino families to resolVe
disputes. over sharing extortion
money paid by Deluxe.

Prosecutors said money wis
delivered to A.iphonse D'!Arcb,
acting boss of the Luchese fami-
ly, who has cooperated with law
enforcement after pleading guilty
last year to charges liled umder
the Racketeer Influenced Cob-
rupt Organizations AcL

The indictment tulminetpd la
long-term investigation by ttie
state Organized Crime Tash
Force, the Federal Burea of
Investigation, the Internal Revtr
nue Service and the state prolice
The task force. FBI and Yonkeis
police are also conducting sepa-
rate corruption investigations jn
Yonkers.

The charges follow reporG in
Gannett Suburban Newsuaners
in November that Del-ux'e'was
being investigated for posible
links to organized crime. r

.s

s
LDeLuxe president says
payoffs were sought in Yonkers, 68

No payoffs were made in Yon-
kers, he said.

The eight-count indictment,
unsealed Tuesday in U.S. Dis-
trict Court.,in Brooklyn, charges
that $a08,000 was extorted from
Deluxe Homes and its subsidia-
ries, and then laundered through
subcontracting companies owned
by or associated with organized
crime between September 1988
and December 1991.

Crea was released Tuesday af-
ter promising to post $500,000 in
property he owns as bail by to-
morrow, said William Muller, ex-
ecutive assistant for the U.S. Dis-
t r i c t  A t t o r n e y l s  O f f i c e  i n
Brooklyn.

"This extortion scheme exact-
qq3_tr_g-e1nl toll on the hnanciallv
s lrsp p e d_ls-q:-i-E-c-qrc-lLqusi:rg
mi11le!J' said Zachary W. Carter,
U-S. attorney for the Eastern
District of New York. "It tvpifies
tlre_.ur_s_idious_-lfecr-liFgffi
Cfigr_e_ir35 on lesitimate busi s

erea has been named in sever-
other law enforcement docu-

. t .  J  
q . . .

Each defendant was released



./
J'"

z--
1-

Poge 3

Z6Tft $Ony of Level t printed in FULL forrnat.

Copyrfght 1997 llegsday, tnc.
lleHsd6y

Februory 24, lggl, Xonday, eUEEllS EOlTfO[

SECTIOI|: ilEuS; page A06

lEtlGTll: 935 nords

IIEADLII|E: LAVYERs JTDGE

Itl-lltE: By Dan ftorrison.

BOY:

HID KEY FACT / ASXS JURIST IO OUIT IT'RDER CASE

STAFF I. IRITER

A tlanhattan l.rdge kner of evidence that courd have herped a rrurder suspect inhlc courtroom, but hproperty cl lowed prosecutors to keep l t  secret, o defenseattorney has charged.

rhc  J tdge,  ac t ing  s ta te  supreme cour t  Jus t ice , i * . iam uetzer ,  has  pres idedo'er t ,o m'rrder trrst '  of Lorenzo Rodriguez, accused in the February, 1gg4,sleying of Gregory Steruick of Rhode tslanr, during a drug buy in uashingtonHeigh ts .

Sterufck nas klt ted at 2:15 a.n.; rhen soflEone polnted a pistol.  in thedriverrs srde r indo, of his Renautt and arnounced a robbery as steruick ard tsofr lends rere rait ing for t200 lorth of cocaine, according to test imony. steriuckstepped-on the gas and r.as shot.

tn e mtron ff ted Friday asking the Judge to recuse himself,  Dana Hanne,Rodriguelt tanyer, charged that l tetzel ras totd by prosecutors befone Rodriguezrf l rs t  t r fa t  In  February ,  1996,  tha t  the  r i tness  Hho f i rs t  iden t i f ied  Rodr iguez

i l . . I . : : : :"r,  
a viotent feton named Hector coste, had himsetf been a suspect in

Rodrlgr.nlr f l rst tr lat ended nlth a hung Jury. [e Has acquitted offntentionat m' 'der at his second tr iat,  in iray, 1996. That jury deadtocked onthe charge of m'der comitted in the course of a fer.ony. Jury setection for athird tr ist begins today.

llama contends thst recentty unsealed transcrrpts of tr.lo private, or exp6fte, conversations I
shos that coste ras Jil;il :i: ifi:.:* 

prosecutor prior to the rirst triat

The tnanscripts indrcate that coste H'S seen by one of Steruick,s fr iends,George Cancet ,  a t  the  scene o f  the  shoot ing  (a t though Cancet rs  name ismlsspe l ted  In  the  tex t ) :

r ln  th is  f i rs t  go ' ro r r rd , r r  ass fs ten t  d is t r l c t  a t to rney  Doreen Kte in  to td  theJttdge' t '  '  '  '  Mr'  canset sic says he thought coste may have been at the scene .'  '  Hr'  cansel sic has since tord me he thinks coste f iEy have been at the nindou

275



Iersday, February 24, lgg1

of the car uhen the shooting occurs, but he ras definitety not the shooter.r lllanno also charges thet:

- uetzer knex coste, 24, ctosety rasq$ted the nan cancet frrst rdentffied asthc shooter '  5 r 'big, broadr. brack mare neighing betHeen 210 and 240 po'nds,rearing a btack teather coet. Cancet tatecnrorcement sources said he has chansed|,i"':::I":J:::,.il::,lli;,lll. ," "25-year- o l,d lt i spanic .r*ro nei ghs 140 pounds.

- vetzel kneH coste ras charged in a knifepoint robbery on the saoE streetrf iere the rrr.rder occurred, three reeks after Steruick Has ki l . ted.

ln the 30-pagc recusal motim, Hanna lays uetzet 'uas unquestionabry rnadetrare of the sw excurpatory factsr and tra*oued prosecutoriaI misconduct tooccur'u The motion is tama's third effort at gett ing the judge ro step dom.

uayne grison, a spokesmn for the frarf iattan distr ict attorney, said in anIntcrvlcr that Ktein had done nothing i , f .op"".

t r l son  sard  cos ters  ident i t y  and o ther  fac ts  re re  no t  d ivurged in  the  f i rs tt r la t  to  so feguard  cos ters  r i fe .  cos te  tes t i f ied  fo r  the  prosecut ion  a t  thegecond trret,  and most of the facts of his Invorvement Here reveated then.

getzet ras appointed by Gov. ceorge pataki in 1995. According to a rpokesmnfor the st6te court system, he uorked as t l
Ego. 

- ' - t !r" '  rrs ivr ^w €s tne governorrs law partner tuo decades

uetuet said in court last month he had rmade 6n ongoing effort to naxfnlzedlscovery to the defense '  '  .r  and said Hannars ctaim ras .rthe most seriouscharge thrt can ever be brought agsinst a jr .rdge.| |  He catted the chargerrabsurd.r.

But defense tanyers and experts on tegat ethrcs rho eerc contacted by lrersdaysaid that In Hithhotding infornntion "uoJt coste, the judge and the prosecutioneere on shaky grornd.

rt t .e a very scrious. matter,rr seld l , lonroe Freednan, a Jackson i leishtsattorney rho teaches ethics at Hofstra university Lau Schoor,.  , ,The prosecutfonhas  an  ob t iga t lon .  e th ica t ty  and tega l , ty ,  to  g ive  th is  in fo rnn t ion  to  thedefensc' rhere rs at teast a question oi 'atu propriety of the prosecutor.r.

, , . : : f f i : .  
defense throushout has been that Coste, and not Rodrisuez, ki t ted

,lonths after the rurder, drl te ar.rait ing tr lal  for an ermed robbery on thesane drug-rrdden stretch of test 160th st ieet, coste totd detectives Rodriguezras the kit ter '  coste said he ras standing on a nearby corner Hhen he saHROdrigueZ Shoot Steruick. 
ut Lur rrer l lnen

Coste, rdto has bccn arrested i2 t irnes since 1990, pleaded guitty tosecord-degree attenptd robbery f ive months after he test i f ied against Rodriguezand Has sentencd to Z to 4 yeafs.

Transcrlptg of hearings hetd before Rodcigue2r f i fst tr iat shor Hanna tryingt o  l e a r n  x h o  f i n g e r e d  h i s  c l i e n t ,  t o  l i t t t e  a v a i t .

Page 4 : l
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lfersday, February ?4, 1g9T

tlema: x. .  .  l f  this anonynrous r i tness is on the scene, r have a r ight to
k n o t t h a t . . . r .

getzet: tr !ret[ .  r i thout sttrding to the facts of this case, I  donrt thtnk thc
tar is that i f  smone rere an eyenitness he then r ises to being excutpatory and
his ldentl f icat ion hes to be knorn. you have to do your orn investigation. '

At another polnt, llama asked uetzel, t, . . . they have fdentlfied lnonymous
9itness l lurber I  as an eyeritness to the crine. Right of Hrong?rl

9ctzct reptled, r i ls.r

rlhis person did not eee anybody?r H6nno then asked.

uetzet reptied: trThatrs not necessarrty an assulpt ion to be draun here. gut
your re  cer ta in t ty  no t  go ing  to  c ross-examine ne  to  ident i f y  the  y i tness . r l

Elten Yaroshefsky, an ethics professor at genjamin cardozo law Schoot, card:rrThere ere serious questions here as to rhether the judge ought to recuse
h imset f .  There  ls  cer ta in t ty  the  appearance tha t  he  uas  ass is t ing  the
prosecut ion  in  r i thho td ing  ev idence tha t  ras  c ruc ia r  to  the  de fense. . r

GRAPHIC: photo - Jr.rdge ui t  t  iam Uetzet
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