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To The State of New York Commission on Judicial Conduct
801 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10017

May 21, 1999

Re.: Judge William Wetzel

My name is Clay Tiffany and I am an investigative reporter who hosts cable t;v. shows from
Hastings, NY, to Cross River, NY called “Dirge For The Charlatans”.

From my own observations and from reliable sources, I have accumulated numerous statements,
etc. regarding New York State Judge William Wetzel. I believe the following should be investigated by the
State of New York Commission on Judicial Conduct.

A number of years ago, I was told that William Wetzel was an inveterate illegal gambler and that
he frequented 2 alleged illegal gambling operations in Ossining, NY. Wetzel was said to have run illegal
bets on football games, etc. through an illegal bookmaker through a bartender at DeCassi’s Bar on Croton
Avenue, Ossining, owned by Lou Fracassi, a former Town of Greenburgh policeman. Even though Lou
Fracassi was caught having lucrative, illegal betting machines in his De Cassi’s Bar, the case was sealed in
the Ossining court system. Did William Wetzel use his political connections in the Republican Party and
through his friend, George Pataki, now Govemor? William Wetzel has, and continues to this day, been
alleged to gamble at Larry Montague’s illegal gambling operation, also in Ossining, NY, off Pleasantville
Road.

William Wetzel is said to have been a longtime illegal gambler and observer of illegal gambling
activities at Larry Montague’s gambling operation. This operation was reputed to include profitable
gambling machines that were discussed on my “Dirge For The Charlatans” t.v. shows. I was told that Larry
Montague had the machines taken out very soon after my exposure of them. Infuriated, Larry Montague,
with other men, threatened me on the streets of Ossining. After abusively cursing at me, Larry Montague
arrogantly said regarding the Ossining Police: “Yeah, they’ll lock your ass up.” That is because Larry
Montague is well aware that the corrupt Ossining Police are on his side and have never arrested him for his
illegal gambling operations. In fact, as I have noted on my t.v. shows, Ossining Detective Steve Reilly has
been reported to be a regular illegal gambler at Larry Montague’s place.

Are these the type of people and activities that a State Judge, as William Wetzel is, should be
associated with? The date that Larry Montague did this, in concert with a number of other men, was
August 21, 1998. On December 23, 1997, in front of De Cassi’s Bar, Lou Fracassi and about 5 other men
yelled at, cursed at and threatened me because of my revelations concerning illegal gambling and the cover-
ups by the local police. Lou Fracassi, whose wife is on the Ossining Town Republican Party, and who is a
friend of Judge Wetzel, said to me such things as: “They’ll knock you for a fuckin’ loop, you redheaded
faggot.” One of Fracassi’s henchmen said to me: “You can’t call no cops. They don’t like you.” This took
place at 2:50 PM in the afternoon. The Ossining Police did nothing.

1 hope I am contacted because I have much more information regarding these matters. I believe
William Wetzel has very possibly been present when people such as Larry Montague and Lou Fracassi, et
al discussed having me “physically taken care” of because of my t.v. shows. Is this proper for a State
Judge?

William Wetzel has been reported to be an annual participant in Lai'ry Montague’s remunerative
Super Bowl pool, in which at least $150,000 cash is said to be disbursed, along with card games of an
illegal nature. Larry Montague, according to a participant, takes a percentage of the winnings. Wetzel
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knows this. My source(s) tell me that Wetzel still
Montague takes a cut. Is a State Judge allowed to
told. Some of the time, Wetzel was a State Judge.

plays illegal card games at Montague’s, in which
do this? Wetzel saw the illegal machines often, I was

Previously, William Wetzel told a paper he was the owner of Ceola Manor (November, 1992),
while Wetzel was the Mayor of Briarcliff Manor. This Ceola Manor banquet facility, in Mahopac off
Route 6, was discussed in the October 11, 1994 Village Voice, in an article by Wayne Barrgtt. The actual
owners of Ceola Manor banquet hall were shown to be, according to State Liquor Authority filings, Paul
Guillaro (50% owner), principal owner of Unicorn Development company and Benedetto Cupo (50%
owner), who just happened to be a federal felon. Nowhere on the SLA filings was William Wetzel’s name,
Why? A woman who was, at the time, married to a relative of George Pacchiana, owner of Thalle
Construction, told me that Wetzel was an owner of Ceola Manor, Kathy Pacchiana said: “I know he’s
[William Wetzel] a part owner. I don’t know if he [Wetzel] is a sole owner.”

When 1 kept trying to point out that from 1990 — October 1994, according to the Village Voice,
the SLA had 50% of Ceola Manor listed as owned by Paul Guillaro, whom Kathy Pacchiana knew, and
50% of Ceola Manor listed as owned by federal felon Benedetto Cupo, Kathy Pacchiana said: “Some of
your facts must be wrong.” Kathy Penn now works for State Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, Was William
Wetzel a front? Was William Wetzel, because of his reported excessive gambling of an illegal nature
beholden to the criminal underworld? Is this appropriate for a State Judge?

During George Pataki’s first New York State gubernatorial campaign, while William Wetzel was a
sitting Village of Briarcliff Manor Justice, William Wetzel is said to have held a fundraiser for his friend,
George Pataki, at Wetzel’s Central Drive residence. This has been told to me by various sources, including
invited people. Money was given at this fundraiser at Wetzel’s house for George Pataki in his first
gubematorial campaign. Was it ethical for sitting judge William Wetzel to have had a fundraiser fora
political candidate at his house? At this alleged fundraiser, among the attendees were George Pacchiana,

- whose Thalle company does big business with New York State; Hank D’ Amato, a local notorious alleged
illegal gambler and Larry Montague. Also, Paul Guillaro was said to be there,

In a quintessential quid pro quo, after George Pataki was elected Governor, Pataki appointed
William Wetzel, his benefactor, with a New York State Court of Claims judgeship. Even though Wetzel
was only a village judge from November 19, 1992 until June 23, 1995 in a court that only met once a week

in the mornings and that did not hear felony proceedings at all, Wetzel was made a state judge. Why? Did
his record demonstrate enough judicial experience?

Please ask Wetzel about all tliis and send me his answers. I am interested in how this is handled.
. Of course, I have more information, but this should suffice for an investigation to begin, I would think. My
address is P.O. Box 306, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510. My phone number is (914) 941-5124. The previous

information has been well-researched. I have been retaliated against for my exposes of this on my t.v.
shows.

Sixicerely,

Clay Tiffany
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Enclosures:

A {_%g LC,{?998 letter regarding William Wetzel’s terms as Briarcliff Manor Justice and Mayor.
Novétitber, 1992 Gazette article regarding William Wetzel and “his Ceola Manor banquet facility”.
October 11, 1994 Village Voice article page — article written by Wayne Barrett.

November 25 — December 2, 1992 Gazette article regarding Wetzel and Ceola Manor.

July 29, 1993 Gannelt paper article regarding Steven Crea, who is mentioned in October 11, 1994
Village Voice article.

6. A February 24, 1997 Newsday article regarding Wetzel.

R S

Please contact me as to any questions you may have regarding all this.

Clay Tiffany - P.O. Box 306, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 - (914) 941.5124
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VILLAGE OF
BRIARCLIFF MANOR

T PLEABANTVILLE RDAD
BRIARCLIFF MANOR, N. Y. 18510
TELEPHONE: (914) 941-4800

FAX:(914)941-4837

January 6, 1998

Clayton Tiffany

P.O. Box 306

Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
Dear Mr. Tiffany:

This is in response to your FOIL request dated 1/2/98,
regarding the public service of William Wetzel.

’ Mayor Wetzel served as Mayor from June 23, 1990, to
November 19, 1992, He resigned as Mayor at the Village

Board meeting on November 19, 1992, and was appointed
Village Justice.

Mr. wWetzel served as Village Justice until June 23, 1995,
His letter of resignation dated June 20, 1995, is enclosed.

Sincerely,

e b Pl

nn M. McCrum
Village Manager

LMM:mp
Enclosures (2):

1. FOIL, 1/02/98
2. Ltr., 6/20/95
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Mayor Willlam Wetzel (from left): Maura Troy and her husband Joc, principal of
Brlarcliff High School; Pat Wctzel and her husband Willlam; and Open Door
Exccutive Director Margaret Greilsmer and former Town of Ossining supervisor
Richard Wishnie, chairman of Open Door's board of directors.

Open Door marks 20th, 'roasts' Wetzel

Door as a ““roast” for the mayor, a
former chairman of Open Door’s
board of dircctors and, according
lo Exccutive Dircctor Margarct
Greismer, “a confidant, trusted
fricnd and pro bono lawyer.”

A former principal in the influ-
cntial Westchester Counly law
firm Plunkett, Wetze! and Jafle,
Mr. Weltzel “carly-on was an ac-
tive contributor,” said Ms.
Greismer, able to be reached on
the phoncatamoment's notice, “a

Some 165 supporters of the
Ossining Open Door Family
Health Center in Ossining turned

fora 201h anniversary cclebration

Driarclilf Manor Mayor William
Wetzel, a long-time supporier of
the not-for-profit Open Door—
whao booked the $100-a-platccvent
at his Ceofa Manor banquct Tacil-

Vileen Mandcll, Feature Writer. . ..

rarc cxpericnce with lawycrs in
general.” He also exhibited an-
other “unusual trait in a lawyer,”
she added, the ability to provide
“uncquivocal answers.”

Scated at 20 oval 1ables for the
black-tie affair in the Grand Dall-
room, which was decorated with
pale ycllow and charcoal-color
balloons, were numerous current
and former clected officials. Scv-

dly—probably cxpected to hear
both serious and humorous re-
marks that night. Indeced, he and
fellow guests did just that--in-
cludingalar-ranging commentary
on his many ycars of service 1o
Open Door and the people of -
Briarcliff,

As it turncd out, the occasion
was a much an anniversary cel-
cbration/fund-raiscr for Open

Briarcliff High School students
'Tun' government for a day

Ry Eileen Mandell .

Twenty-cight Briarcliff high school juniors and scniors were givena
glimpsc into the inner workines of the village government of Briarcliff
Manor this past Friday, 270 The occasion. was Student Gov-

cral of Mr. Wetzel's fricnds, in-
cluding currentand past collcagucs
in village government and com-
munity alfairs, slipped away from
their scats mid-way to prepare fo
participation in a sort of “This i
Your Lifc” tribute; donning cos.
tumes that Icant to characteriza
tions of some onc dozen people—
both imaginary and actual—in ¢
Scarsdale native's life,

The well-versed, well-spoker
mayor who oficn surfaces as
voiccol moderation inlacal affair:
found these attributes come unde
dircct though light-hearted attack
“You gotan ‘A’ in English,” sai
LElaine Zucchi, wife of Trustce
Danicl Zucchi, dressed to charac
terize Mr. Wetzel's third-gradc
parachial school tcacher, “Butm
‘F*in logic.”

Saturday's event raised $10,00(
for Open door, including procecd:
feom a"*silentauction™ of 15 ilcms
ranging from a free trip to a Sar
Dicgo resortand baskcets of cheer
loagrave marker (complimentsol
the Dorscy Funcral Home).




-~ssining Children’s Center teacher Rosemary iodaru
kelps some kindergarteners keep theirbonnets straight
as the kids prepare for a Thanksgiving feast.

In the spirit'of . . .

Dressed as native Americans and pilgrims, the 117 children who

attend the Ossining Children’s Center enjoyed a full Thanksgiving feast .

Jast Thursday .-

*“I make my own cafnbread stuffing,” said Ossining resident Vivian
Evans, who has cooked a hot meal for the children almost every day for

the past 15 years. Ninety-six pounds of turkey, as well as yams,
stuffing, gravy and string beans were consumed by the children.
this year, as in the past, the food was donated by the Women’s

Association and parishioners of First Presbyterian'Church of Ossining.
For the past eight years, Vera and Stephen Urban have coordinated
fund-raising efforts, “gone shopping” and delivered the food 1o Ms.
Evans for her “magic touch.” -

“We volunteered once, and we keep going back,” said Mrs. Urban prior
to this year’s feast. “We're bringing 13 home-baked cakes this year.”

“It's a wonderful contribution and the children really enjoy the feast
and the fun,” commented Howard Milbert, executive director of the
Ossining Children’s Center (one of the oldest continuous providers of
day care services in the country). Open year-round, including during
school recesses, the Center serves children ages 3 to 11 who attend on
a sliding-scale fee basis. _

“Since the majority of our children receive financial assistance, we
rely heavily on community support,” Mr. Milbert said.

i, D00l dIstact atiuiiny
Amold Green reportedly noted a
discrepancy in the architectural
firm’s report and the engineering
plans for the building.

- While the architectural firm re-
ported that concrete sections of
floors and ceilings were crumbling,
itwaslater determined-—confirmed
in a second engineering report ob-
tained by the school board in March
1985—that what the first report

. identified as concrete was actually

a substance called “gritcrete.” The
latter, reportedly used extensively
in the *30s, *40s and *50s, is a less
expensive alternative 10 concrete
and has qualities that react differ-
ently when tested for strength.

As it turned out, the portables
continued to be used for two years
following the *84/°85 school year,
needed to accommodate a major
“physical plant” updating of the
high school that was a part of a
voter-approved capital improve-
ment project referendum.

School board members and ad-

Mr. Shulman said that while he
would “prefer” five percent—a
figure permitied for a couple of
years in the *80s—one percent is
100 low to help fund unanticipated
major expenditures. “One percent
can disappear overnight,” said Mr.
Shulman, of Bennett, Kielson,
Storchand Kremer of White Plains.

Also, later that night, discussion
of the location for school board
meetings was an issue that encom-
passed a half hour, including talk of
future spending mandates 1o com-
ply with the recently enacted™fed-
eral regulations requiring “equal
access™ to handicapped person.

“It has not been noticed by this
board that we're on the third floor
‘of abuilding (the Roosevelt Educa-
tion Center) that doesn’t have an
elevator,” said board President Ri-
chard-Schwach.

Options discussed by the board
included retaining the Roodevelt
Education Center as its regular
meeting location (eithercontinuing

meetling sites at a later date.
While the middie school’s library
is located on the second floor of the
building, it is accessible via an el-
evator, noted district Buildings and
Grounds Director Ed Braddick.
Superintendent Roelle said that he
would be part of a site inspection
committee, along with Mr. Braddick,
that will review all sections of district-
owned buildings to determine what

.alterations may have to be made to
.comply with the federal legislation.

Also, the board is preparing to
confront the issue of space in the
elementary schools; in particular, a
projected crunch at Brookside El-
ementary School—where every
classroom is being utilized and art
is delivered “on a cart.”

Dr. Roelle said that a separate
committee is to be comprised that
will examine the issue in detail,
including virtually every square foot
of building space, and come up
with a report “detailing various

options” by late February.

E

Wetzel resigns as mayor, n

He entered the meeting room ‘as usual for the regularly
scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees, but an hour
and a half later, after Mayor William Wetzel and fellow
rustees tended to mostly routine business—with one ex-
ception—Mr. Wetzel exited as Briarcliff Manor’s new
village justice. - A
As “one final matter of business,” Mr. Wetzel announced
rear the conclusion of last Thursday night’s board meeting
hat, after having conferred with fellow board members, he
vas resigning as mayor, effective immediately, to take on
he post of village justice.

Now in the second half of his eighth term (16th year) of
nembership on the five-member board, Mr. Wetzel said he
ad “pretty much decided some time ago this was goingto
¢ my last term (anyway).”

“Upon consideration. I believe the judgeship will allow me
) serve the villa vond this term.” said the mayor. The
2-year-old Central Drive resident, with deep emotion in his
oice, then added,.“T’ve discussed this with the board and
ome to the decision to resign the position of mayor of the

village.” . :

The board then voted to tap Deputy Mayor Freda Delion -
as Mr. Weizel’s replacement and, after his passing the
gavel to his former deputy, was unanimously voted by the
fourremaining trustees to assume the remaining five months
of the unexpired term of Arthur E. Sullivan. Mrs. Delton,
61, then named Trustee Kathryn Pacchiana as her new
deputy mayor. o

Mr. Sullivan, 71, who served as village justice for 19 years,
resigned from the part-time, $6,000 per year position because
he moved to Scarborough Manor in the Village of Ossining.

In the spring, village residents will vote on a four-year term
for village justice and two two-year terms for mayor and two
trustee seats. _

Mr. Wetzel, who served as mayor since May 1990 when he
replaced Edward Dorsey, who resigned after seven years as
mayor to take a county job, has served as deputy mayor both
under Mr. Dorsey and the latter’s predecessor, George
Kennard. -

An attorney now working as an independent consultant,

200\
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THE GAZETTE
Recession Buster
‘Classified ads

didates to come forward. Place dne classified up to 20 words for only $6.00; additional words 30 cents each; ALL

With last Thursday being his last official Subsequent insertions HALF PRICE. All ads will appear in both the Croto_q/CorLlandt
meeting as a member of the Board of Trust- and Ossining/ Briarcliff editions. Enclose printed copy and payment and mail to: The

“It’s hard to give up something you’ve done
for 16 years,” commented Mr. Wetzel before
exiting the dais~—behind which he was to
find himself again yesterday (Wednesday)
when Judge Wetzel was slated to preside
over his first court calendar.

With Mr. Sullivan’s resignation as judge,
cting Village Justice James Rittenger had
been assigned to preside over the weekly
calendar. Butother village officials said Mr.
i village planning board"

having passed by an opportunity to be nomi-
nated for re-election in order to return to
college.

InBriarcliffManor, the traditional non-partisan ,
systemof selecting candidatesforvillageoffice X\
will begin another round in January when The
People’s Cancus advertises for potential can-

wmember Kathleen Rittenger, had no interest

in being appointed to the position of justice

and was finding it difficult to make time for

the added workload due to demands of his
own law practice.

“I'do regret the timing,” said Mr. Wetzel,
referring to his leaving the board as it awaits
a recommendation from the planning board
on The Tara Circle Inc.’s controversial appli-
cation to utilize The King’s College campus
as an Irish and Irish-American athletic, edu-
cational and cultural faciliry.

However, the Board of Trustees is “experi-
enced, concerned and informed,” and “Ihave
every confidence” in Mrs. Delton’s ability to
leadit, Mr. Wetzel said. Asfor himself, serving
as a judge “is a professional challenge...”

Trustee Jerome Morrissy said the village owed
Mr. Wewzel “a remendous debt of gratitude.”

“T've never heard Bill take a position that
wasn’t designed to be in the best interest of the
people of the village,” Mr. Morrissy added.

Mirs. Delton, alocal real estate agentnowin
her .ﬁth term (10th year), which also is to
expire this spring (March 31), is a resident of
LarchRoad. She isalso current president of
the Briarcliff Rotary Club.

Tuming to Mr. Wetzel, she told him it
would be difficult “to fill your shoes. You're

ing to make one hell of a judge.”

She did not announce whether she would run
fqr election (either as mayor or trustee); nor
did Mrs. Pacchiana make an announcement.

Mrs. Pacchiana, who occupies the second
frustee seat that will be up for election in
March, was appointed to the board in mid-
1990 by the then-newly installed Mayor
Wetzel to fill out the nine months remaining
on Mr. Wetzel’s unexpired term of trustee.,
She had previously served on the board,

ees, it was his last opportunity to commentas  Gazette, P.O. Box 38, Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y. 10520; or hand-deliver, during office
a trustee on the Tag Cixclthpplication. He hours, to 111 Grand Street, Croton-on-Hudson (opposite Holy Name of Mary Church).

did so prior to making his announcement.
“I’dliketoseethi whi 1 _r___—r*r——
- 2105 SERVICES AVAILABL
a notch,” said Mr. Wetzel, a ntly refer~
nng to anonymous flyers circulated in the REGISTERED PIANO TECHNICIAN: Thorough,
village that have spread rumors and other g_l;clcg:é_l;onest- Tuning: $55. Louis Pelosi, M Mus.,
mis-informati - ; ' S
IOS gauezugge;gg ntge&‘;c S]r;dpuformz% IT_'SPERFECI‘ :Profcss;malwordprocessmg.“You
- : = ture write it, I'll type it!” Karen Greenbaum at 271-6958.
Briarcli{f Manor.” The group has been so- TUTORING . History. Government. French. College
liciting funds toretain an attorney in order 10 professor will he prepare for SP;IA;";, 11\.29';4 Week-
“advise” residents on their standing when jt days, weekends. suung near H.5. 941-6964.
‘anes to Tara’s a lication and lzns en it CALLIGRAPHY - Beautifully handwritten invita-
Whil Sy = ) tions for graduations, weddings, pa;‘ties, corporate
. e community ‘concern ‘and do_wn- events, or any celebration. Call Debbie at 271-6501.
right opposition has surfaced against various PROFESSIONAL TUTORING - specializing in
development projects in the past, such as clementary. high school and SAT math. New York
etko Corporation on Albany PostRoad and~ State Centified. 941-5291.
thedevelopmentof, ini

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING - Interior-exterior,
.more than 80 condominj-
ums on the Briar Hall Country Club in the

paper hanging, taping, staining, power washing. 30
years experience. All work done with precision and
late-’80s and, in 1991 v,
ingle-fami i i

satification guaranteed. Call Roland Duclos, 739-2917.
JIOoup home, Wetzel said that a gro

References upon request.
hiring its own attomey during the delibera-

INSTRUCTION
—_—
] w recedent.”
(13 £ . »

r te 2nd Kindergarten - Moming and afternoon sessions.
and use in_the village.” maintain Mr. Kids love it! Call 271-4283 or 271-6580.

land use in_the village,” maintained Mr. EUROPEAN ARTIST - offers private instruction (1-

ezel, referring to both the Board of Trust- 3 students per class): egg-tempera, icons, clay, fiber,
.£¢s and planning board, - creative drawing, watercolor. $55 each five lessons.
" Indeed, Mr. Wetzel has previously said he Rosemarie Kocay, 271-6487.

K strong offense at being labeled b Some MT. AIRY NURSERY SCHOOL - 2 1/2 10 6 year
: - — olds, 3, 4 & 5 day program, special kindergarien
clter-writers as indifferent to the concems of  enrichment program, a.m. and p.m. 736-1447,
fellow village residents on the issueof Tara— DRIVING LESSONS -the 5-hourpre-licensing class

espite hi i virtual 1 and the 6-hour class. 25 years of teaching experience
Ofihet CKmS b’es"(:a; us next-door neighbor will help even the most nervous. Call Leslie or Brent
L [ng s campus.

N a manner and tone of voice

George, Brenton Driving School: 271-4068.
BE A RADIO ANNOUNCER - Onthe job training at
offer a last o rtunity to_advise the local::adio stations. Train around work schedules. No
population as their chief clected official 1o ;f.geg;;gegt&gs-&“gow for FREE brochure. 1-
keep on asking questions but rc}am level-  grcoME A PARALEGAL - Atiomey Instructed,
headedness, added Mr. Wetzel. “That one home study, established 1976, FREE catalog 1-800-
percent that says ‘We can’t trust these 669-2555, Southem Career Institute, 164 W. Royal
people’—that’s a problem.”

1m

Palm Road, Boca Raton. Florida 33432 (NYSCANY.

v T —————— e —————————————
CROTON MONTESSORI SCHOOL - Pre-schoal -

Deadline: Tuesday noon prior to Thursday publication,

4242 (NYSCAN).
HELP WANTED

CUSTODIAL POSITION AVAILABLE:
Holy Name of Mary Church, 110 Grand Street,
Croton-on-Hudson, NY. Salary, benefits,
housing - negotiable commensurate with skills
and experience. - Call Fr. Gentile 271-4797.
LANDSCAPER/ARCHITECT/DESIGNER -
wanted for full time position. Must be extremel
talented and experienced in pool and deck landscay
ing. Call 232-0650.
CHILDCARE - Agency owned by RN’s who ar
mothers need nannies who wish to live in with familie
inthe NYC Metroarea. Call Mary 212-688-2300(R 065
(NYSCAN).
DRIVERS - take charge of your career and your life.
Drive for J.B. Hunt and eam top pay and benefits. We
pay for your OTR experience-up to $0.28 permile. 1-
800-2JB-HUNT EOE/Subject to drug screen
(NYSCAN). ]
e ——————————————
FOR RENT
—_——ee e
MAIN STREET, OSSINING - Unique opportunity
1o lease 500-10,000 sq. ft. of commercial space. Ideal
for stores, offices, or light manufacturing. Rent from
$5.00/sq. ft. (not a misprint). 212-768-4370 owner.
e ———
SALE
- ———————
CROTON-ON-HUDSON - Level woodedlot. 50x 1 51

feet, BOHA, cul-de-sac, sewer/water. $75,000. 914- -

271-5669.

WOLFFTANNING BEDS - New commercial-home

units from $199. Lamps, lotions, accessories. Monthly
+ payments low as $18. Call today FREE NEW color

catalog 1-800-228-6292 (NYSCAN).

CHEAP! FBI/U.S. SEIZED - 89 Mercedes $200, 86

VW 350, 87 Mercedes $100, 65 Mustang $50. Choose

from thousands starting $25. FREE Information-24

hour hotline. 801-379-2929 CopyrightéNY27L3C.
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12 |' A new entitv. owned entirely by | -
Guuiaro’s wife_incorporateq by
the law Arm Patak] was lone asso-
cizted with and called Unicomn
: Contracting Companv, won site
i . control last year over Peekskill's
‘D‘{{Hl last, prime. city-owned, commer-

4 cial site. . o uillaro.- When eanne_ Pac-
o\ L Guillaro secttred the site, which nd -..chjana and- Gudlam"sxmegi an;of -
VA0 is located on the outskirts of toum | & he- ragreement in Apdl 1991 dividing - /-
\)W right off the eity’s main thorough- Ceolo: Manor, - -<-Unicorn’s .assets.: Gu : )

fare (Route 6), against stiff local had" bex umed:the Pacchiana interest in'
competition. He plans to build a et surveiliance-before-his_ar- .+ the manor: becoming Cupo’s sole.
9.000-square-foot office and | and_his’ meetings: ith-Ea er_in”the-venturg, Rut b
commercial center on “the site, | ¥ Haem mmaheiore s ing:
which is called the Forestview or
East Main Street parcel by city
officials. . .

The new Unicorn was tepre- :
sented in all its Forestview deal- i 0] -UPOT e
ings with Peekskill by Michael . Ssib) nd-apled ™ cash receipts’of the: an
Finnegan, Pataki’s alter ego, sen- barg efore; uld e v_h_i~s'_;§owgfpo;poraiezécnnnesz'and
ate counsel, and onetime law part- ial] e ~ailed s1o:Teportand paysale
ner. Guillaro’s Unicorn is also the aal {randscon itedy: ithholding sand other 1axes:
company that is developing the Steg = 1 5 -Represented Hy=Plun
Pataki subdivision on the family T '
farm, and the lawver on the first,
four-lot closing in that deal last :
month was Wiiliam Kelly, a part-; ornvestorsYenficing $¥m 2t - UpOXdn ' -
ner in Finnegan's small firm and, | & hem nkrollzfheMcuis 10T, ‘5@94%5@?50??&?57{_5_3%0@09 ol I
like Finnegan 2 member. of Pata--| Epieauipments odals 1ed;: tdamages: =Guillaros
kKi's senate staff. Finnegan and |. ’ ed 02 6rHoT; 20112 £0nan
Kelly were partners in Patald’s old"
firm, but left three to four vears
after Pataki did, which was appar-
ently sometime in either- 1989 or &
1890. mpaign’ résumé £
e e el = Guliero eachetthis apreement at 2 made *a” fike” marinal state:
[Bdescription with Martindale Hub- | gize AESIETAG : her - tnrlsgsiquizsie?}c:iﬁyﬁn TemaL KT i '
bard, court cases listing him as an - SeredmARIIEC 10 117 e T poss 21ve Vi0.2Lon.sulilaro a AT e e B T
attorney with the firm. senior | £ Valley2Cading: eral Lun 23l ¥eooperation. A dicated =y —the ,'ren_ew? g Omp*i‘:ﬂ ;&f{t?angﬁa‘g? ﬁngll e
partner William Plunkett, and a andfill ~While“the~initia}= : N ~ zpplication “that* no gumership ~-got iy o-fo T Cubo Went 1o
source wh worked there in- ecitimate --he-then- used- : to_ Ub Nis . change had occurred. . - 4€— back in late 1991, o ?f' o
dicate he was associated with the | ; “them to jaunch 3-oonai scheme . catering hall license. tinstead,” . Until a recent divorce, Cupo | work at }?Q;{ al¥f'mf§' m[‘r:ez
¢ | fim considerebly later than that) | - of fictitious leases. =™ Guillaro never - reported _the * wes the son-in-law of Al DiLzo, resteurant 1 alt ,;““Sgglfs'c&lfd“
i+ | A third partner, Steve Mignano, is { " Shoriy after his Subterranean  change of cwnership [0 the State an owmer of_I}:Iaimar_fCo:x's'grgE- gmz‘i:oi; s ffi'f o \;;t;\'
* | the part-time assistant corporation | ? ‘criminal problems hit him in ear- . Liguor. Authority, znd SLA " tion, 2 major Westchaster builder [ by AR n;xn“é °Pi“ e
counse] {or Peekskill. “ly 1991, he aiso began having spokesman- Richard Chernella - .that is elieged in FBI documents | the Horsz anniciio. .- —W.E.

While Patski has never been ‘— o u:. y _—PMQMW‘ %~miﬂ\‘ i BL_QQ_, \,_) 3 m A
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R:epUted

3y Paul Kirby
and Mike Gallagher
Staff Writers .

A reputed mobster from Pel-
jam Manor was among seven
-eported members or associates
>f organized-crime families in-
dicted this week on charges of
2xtorting money from a company
-hat built low-income housing in
Yonkers.

The developer — DeLuxe
Jo—es of Pennsylvania Inc.
t controversial hdusing un-
ier a federal desegregation or-
ier in Yonkers. But the indict-
ment involves housing
jevelopments in the Bronx and
Brooklyn and does .not :allege
criminal involvement in connec-
don with the Yonkers project. -

Donald Meske, president of
DeLuxe Homes, acknowledged
vesterday that money was ex-
corted in New York City and that
‘pressure” was applied in Yon-
<ers as well. But he said manage-
nent in Pennsylvania was_un-
wware of the payoffs when they
ecurred and later dismissed em-
>loyees of DeLluxe’s subsidiaries
vho were involved in the activ-

ty.. . ‘

Wéstchester

oy

. cel T . .t

Cri

Contractor buslt

housing in Yonkers.

»Deluxe president says
payoffs were sought in Yonkers, 6B

No payoffs were made in- Yon-
kers, he said. :

The eight-count indictment,
unsealed Tuesday in U.S. Dis-
trict Court-in Brookiyn, charges
that $408,000 was extorted from
DeLuxe Homes and its subsidia-
ries, and then laundered through
subcontracting companies owned
by or associated with organized
crime between September 1988
and December 1991.

POne of the reputed mo bsters is

Steven Crea, 46. of 29 Witherbee

Ave., Pelham Manor. Crea has
been identified by law enforce-
ment officials as a Luchese crime

-

me figures indicted in

Democratic Party Chairman
Ralph Arred. The documents
said Crea was a silent partner in
a city - waterfront project and

‘getting a city-owned parking lot

leased for $1 a vear for patrons

family captain and consigliere.

Crea has been named in sever-
al other law enforcement docu-

Inents: deseribing him .as being
involved in alleged briber
schemes with former Yonkers

"tractors,

kers restaurant he con-

" ‘trols, No one has been. charged

with wrongdoing in connection
with those matters.

Crea was released Tuesday af-
ter promising to post $500,000 in
property he owns as bail by to-
morrow, said William Muller, ex-
ecutive assistant for the U.S. Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office in
Brooklyn.

Besides Crea, the defendants

and their reputed posjtions In
organized crime are Dominick

Truscello. Luchese family sol-
ier: ambino
family soldier; Salvatore ‘“Sally
Dogs” Lombardi, Genovese fami-
ly captain; and Gaetano “Corky”
Vastola, DeCavalcante famva
soldier. . :

Also charged were two con-

»>

on bail between $250,000 and
$500,000 after. being arraigned
Tuesday in U.S. District Court in
Brooklyn, said Muller. They face
a maximum sentence of 20 years
and a $250,000 fine on the.extor-
tion charges, and 20 years and a
$500,000 fine on money-launder-
ing charges. o :
Another defendant, Barry

ciate, previously pleaded guilty

charged in this indictment.
Named as an unindicted co-con-

spirator is Anthonv_*“Gaspipe”
Casso, underboss of the Luchese
family.

The reputed mobsters are ac-
cused of threatening to use labor
unions and minority coalitions to
disrupt_construcfion sites on_Co-
nev Island and the Bronx, where
DeLuxe also was building low-
income housing.

“This extortion scheme exact-
ed a heavy toll on the financially

Mannv _Garafolo _and
Steven Long, They live in New
York City, New Jersey or Long
Island, except for Lombardi, who
is in jail. - : i
Each defendant was released

strapped low-income housing
market,” said Zachary W. Carter,
U.S. attorney for the Eastern
District of New York. “It typifies
the__insidious effect org

crime has on legitimate business

rate corruption investigatioms i

nmm - . Thursday, July 29,1983 5B

extortion -

~{23 /93

in the New York area. Ultirnate-
Iy,-4he cost _of this rred=tary

activity is borne by the s
and the residents of lo & e
housing.” ~
Thé indictment says €N s
were held between the 2

and Gambino families to resolve
disputes. over sharing extartion
money paid by DeLuxe. .

Prosecutors said money was
delivered to Alphonse D”Arch,
acting boss of the. Luchese fami-
ly, who has cooperated with law
enforcement after pleading guilty .
last year to charges filed wnder
the Racketeer Influenced Cot-
rupt Organizations Act.

The indictment tulminated 'a
long-term investigation by the
state Organized Crime Task
Force, the Federal Burezm of
Investigation, the Internal Reve-
nue Service and the state palice.
The task force, FBI and Yomkers
police are also conducting sepa-

Yonkers.

The charges follow reports in
Gannett Suburban Newspapers
in November that DeLuxe was
being investigated for possibl

links to organized crime. :
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HEADLINE: LAWYER: JUDGE HID KEY FACT / ASKS JURIST TO QUIT MURDER CASE
BYLINE: By Dan Morrison. STAFF WRITER

BODY:

A Manhattan ‘judge knew of evidence that could have helped a murder suspect in

his courtroom, but improperly allowed prosecutors to keep it secret, a defense
attorney has charged.

The judge, acting State Supreme Court Justice William Wetzel, has presided
over two murder trials of Lorenzo Rodriguez, accused in the February, 1994,
slaying of Gregory Steruick of Rhode Island during a drug buy in Washington
Heights.

Steruick was killed at 2:15 a.m., when someone pointed a pistol in the
driver's side window of his Renault and announced a robbery as Steruick and two
friends were waiting for $200 worth of cocaine, according to testimony. Steriuck

~ stepped-on the gas and was shot.

In a motion filed Friday asking the judge to recuse himself, Dana Hanna,
Rodriguez! lawyer, charged that Wetzel was told by prosecutors before Rodriguez!
first trial in February, 1996, that the witness who first identified Rodriguez

as the killer, a violent felon named Hector Coste, had himself been a suspect in
the murder.

Rodriguez® first trial ended with & hung jury. He was acquitted of
intentional murder at his second trial, in May, 1996. That jury deadlocked on
the charge of murder comitted in the course of g felony. Jury selection for a
third trial begins today.

Hanna contends that recently unsealed transcripts of two private, or ex

parte, conversations between the judge and prosecutor prior to the first trial
show that Coste was probably the killer.

The transcripts indicate that Coste was seen by one of Steruick's friends,
George Cancel, at the scene of the shooting (although Cancel's name is
wmisspelled in the text):

*In this first go-round," assistant district attorney Doreen Klein told the

Judge, v | | | . Cansel sic says he thought Coste may have been at the scene .
« « Mr. Cansel sic has since told me he thinks Coste may have been at the window
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of the car when the shooting occurs, but he was definitely not the shooter.#
Hanna also charges that:

= Wetzel knew Coste, 24, closely resembled the man Cancel first identified as
the shooter - a “big, broad" black male weighing between 210 and 240 pounds,
wearing a black leather coat. Cancel later recanted that description. Law
enforcement sources said he has changed his story several times. Rodriguez is a
25-year-old Hispanic -who weighs 140 pounds.

- Wetzel knew Coste was charged in a knifepoint robbery on the same street
shere the murder occurred, three weeks after Steruick was kitled.

. .

In the 30-page recusal motion, Hanna says Wetzel “was unquestionably made
aware of the same exculpatory facts" and “al lowed prosecutorial misconduct to
occur.” The motion is Hanna's third effort at getting the judge to step down.

Wayne Brison, a spokesman for the Manhattan district attorney, said in an
interview that Klein had done nothing improper.

Brison said Coste's identity and other facts were not divulged in the first
trial to safeguard Coste's life. Coste testified for the prosecution at the
second trial, and most of the facts of his involvement were revealed then.

Wetzel was appointed by Gov. George Pataki in 1995. According to a spokesman
for the state court system, he worked as the governor's law partner two decades

ago.

Wetzel said in court (ast month he had “made an ongoing effort to maximize
discovery to the defense « « " and said Hanna's claim was the most serijous
charge that can ever be brought against a judge.® He called the charge “absurd.#

But defense lawyers and experts on legal ethics who were contacted by Newsday

said that in withholding information about Coste, the judge and the prosecution
were on shaky ground.

*It's a very serious matter,” said Monroe Freedman, a Jackson Heights
attorney who teaches ethics at Hofstra University Law School. "The prosecutfon
has an obligation, ethically and tegally, to give this information to the
defense. There is at least a question of the propriety of the prosecutor,"

Hanna's defense throughout has been that Coste, and not Rodriguez, killed
Steruick.

Months after the mirder, while awaiting trial for an armed robbery on the
same drug-ridden stretch of West 150th Street, Coste told detectives Rodriguez

was the killer. Coste said he was standing on a nearby corner when he saw
Rodriguez shoot Steruick.

Coste, who has been arrested 12 timesvsince 1990, pleaded guilty to

second-degree attempted robbery five months after he testified against Rodriguez
and was sentenced to 2 to 4 years.

Transcripts of hearings held before Rodriguez' first trial show Hanna trying
to learn who fingered his client, to little avail.
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Henna: % , . |, if this anonymous Witness is on the scene, I have a right to
know that . , . ®

Wetzel: "Well, without alluding to the facts of this case, I don't think the
law is that if someone were an eyewitness he then rises to being exculpatory and

his identification has to be known. You have to do your oWwn investigation."

At another point, Hanna asked Wetzel, ™ . . . they have identified Anonymous
Witness Number 1 as an eyewitness to the crime. Right or wrong?»

Wetzel replied, "No.w
“This person did not see anybody?" Hanna then asked.

Wetzel replied: "That's not necessarily an assumption to be drawn here. But
you're certaintly not going to cross-examine me to identify the witness.®

Ellen Yaroshefsky, an ethics professor at Benjamin Cardozo Law School, said:
“There are serious questions here as to whether the judge ought to recuse
himself. There s certaintly the appearance that he was assisting the
prosecution in withholding evidence that was crucial to the defense."

GRAPHIC: Photo - Judge William Wetzel

LANGUAGE: English
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